









February 17, 2011
The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Supervisors Lew Wertley, Don Johnson and Joe Fenstermacher were present, as was Township Admin Antoinette Antonini, Dir. Planning and Zoning Heath Eddy.
Consent agenda.  Minutes of January 3rd reorg and January 3rd regular meeting; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report; Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Lew Wertley, to approve the consent agenda.  In favor—Wertley, Fenstermacher.  Abstain—Johnson (conflict).  Motion carries.
Treasurer’s Report as of 1/31/2011
	Assets--Gen Fund
	$423,155.72
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$110,100.86

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	$883,958.51
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$69,788.20

	Assets--Op Reserve
	$351,316.97
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	$241,174.32
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$25,970.40

	Assets--Land Pres
	$417,369.50
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$5,306.18

	Total Assets
	$2,316,975.02
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$116.35

	Assets in Restricted Account
	 
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	0

	Gen Fund--Recreation
	$37,365.28
	
	
	

	Land Pres Fund
	$417,369.50
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$80.19

	
	
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$11,552.85

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	$77,022.73
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	$925,098.00
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Op Reserve
	$0.00
	
	
	

	Liabilities--State Fund
	$107,420.47
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts              
	$12,329.02

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	$119,850.00
	
	Land Pres Fund Expenditures         
	$1,195.51

	Total Liabilities
	$1,229,391.20
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Land Pres Loan (Loan)
	

	Equity--Gen Fund
	$346,132.99
	
	Assets
	$1,492,000.00

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	-$41,139.49
	
	Liabilities
	$8,000.00

	Equity--Op Reserve
	$351,316.97
	
	
	

	Equity--State Fund
	$133,753.85
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	

	Equity--Land Pres
	$297,519.50
	
	Assets
	$42,806.91

	Total Equity
	$1,087,583.82
	
	Liabilities
	$4,209,976.34

	
	
	
	
	

	Less Restricted Acct
	$454,734.78
	
	Suplee Turnback
	

	Working Capital
	$632,849.04
	
	Assets
	


Departmental Reports.  Toni Antonini stated that the Township would be applying for two grants through the DEP to help pay for the Township Act 537 Plan update and to help pay for stormwater management practices. In addition, the Township audit was completed and the report will be sent to the Township soon.
Heath Eddy had two items for the Board.  One was to confirm that the Board supported using the Township Building for a workshop on the Brandywine-Struble Greenway on Saturday, April 30th (the Board concurred).  The second was to confirm a date for a Special Meeting with the Township Solicitor to discuss the Settlement Agreement.  The Board agreed to hold the Special Meeting on Wednesday, March 2nd at 5:30 pm.
Announcements.  

Township Offices are closed February 21st (Presidents Day)
Open Forum.  

Dean Johnson of Zook’s Molasses asked the Board to consider directing the preparation of standards for electronic changeable face signs.  Heath Eddy reported that the Planning Commission was not inclined to make such changes but the Board controls the content of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Board agreed that such standards would be needed and directed Heath Eddy to prepare standards for adoption.  Dean Johnson offered to provide whatever standards he found, and Heath Eddy stated that whatever information was available would be helpful.
John McHugh reported that he had been in contact with the school district about the potential for bringing in an intern to help maintain the website and propose updates to it.  The Board indicated interest in this but suggested that the intern should be paid for time used, and they should spend at least some time at the Township.  The Board indicated that the proposal should be more fully developed before such a position is opened.

Business

Public Hearing on Ordinance #157-2011 (Chapter 20 amendment – Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination). The public hearing was convened at 5:40 pm.  Heath Eddy described the proposed amendment as pertaining to what would be permitted to be flushed into the storm sewer system and the procedure for enforcement. This is related to the Township’s MS4 permit through DEP, and this was a condition of the permit renewal.  Lew Wertley asked if anyone had any comments. Seeing none, the public hearing was closed at 5:41.
Approve/disapprove Ordinance #157-2011. Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve Ordinance #157-2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Approve/disapprove minor subdivision plan for Old Order Amish Cemetery.  Lew Wertley stated that this plan was to add 4.5 acres to the existing small cemetery on Pleasant View Road.  Heath Eddy stated that the only issue was financial security for the monument pins although the cemetery board had the pins installed so the security would not be a requirement, pending verification by the Township Engineer.  Levi Stoltzfus was present to represent the cemetery board and had no comments to add.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve the minor subdivision for the Old Order Amish Cemetery, based on plans drawn by Jeffrey T. Burrell, Sr. PE, & Associates, dated September 21, 2010, last reviewed December 29, 2010 under the condition the applicant shall comply with all outstanding items set forth in the Township Engineer’s approval memo dated January 11, 2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  
Approve/disapprove minor land development plan for Baxter Properties.  Heath Eddy stated that this application was originally approved in 2004 but never acted on the original approval expired.  The applicants wish to proceed with the expansion as proposed and the plans as submitted are identical to the previous approval.  The only change in the regulations in the area that pertain is the need to add a note about being located in the Wellhead Protection District Zone 3.  The only other thing is the need to waive the requirement for curbing out to the street because PennDOT doesn’t want curbing onto Route 322.
There were two motions.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher to approve a waiver to Section 22-615.3.C (curbing) as per Township Engineer’s recommendations and PennDOT restrictions.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to approve the minor land development plan as drawn by Edward B. Walsh & Associates, Inc., dated February 9, 2004, last revised December 14, 2010, under the condition the applicant shall comply with the outstanding issues set forth in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated January 10, 2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Adopt position in re Jerome Gerald variance application.  Heath Eddy described the process subsequent to the January Board meeting and the need to revisit this application.  There were two options for Mr. Gerald to pursue, either a subdivision or a use variance for a second single family dwelling on the property.  Either faces the problem of access to Horseshoe Pike due to topography.  A subdivision requires more time and effort and would need a variance to the minimum lot area as well as the “net lot area” definition. The Planning Commission did not make a formal recommendation although they indicated support for the application in any form.  Joe Fenstermacher indicated that a “take no position” would be appropriate.  Don Johnson objected to allowing a use variance for this applicant and that he should have to proceed through the same requirements as everyone else, and he was concerned about access to the site off of Horseshoe Pike, and there should be access secured through to Cupola Road instead.  
Motion by Joe Fenstermacher to take a position of “take no position”.  There was no second, so the motion died.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Lew Wertley, to take a position of “oppose” to the application.  In favor – Johnson, Wertley.  Abstain – Fenstermacher (not comfortable taking a strong position either way).
Authorize deferral of land planning for Donald and Libby Means. Heath Eddy described the proposed subdivision as being a lot add-on plan to the existing lot in order to add property including the current driveway of the residence as well as a couple of accessory buildings.  The only reason this is before the Board is that there is a small part of the second lot in Honey Brook Township’s jurisdiction.  Lew Wertley asked if the property had a tax parcel number.  Heath Eddy stated that there was none indicated on the tax parcel records in Chester County.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to authorize deferral of subdivision review for the Lot Add-On Plan for Donald and Libby Means, as shown on plans drawn by Ranck Lake Roeder Hillard & Associates, dated November 9, 2010.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  
Approve/disapprove waivers and modifications for Village Greene development. Heath Eddy noted that there are two requests that are suggested to be addressed separately.  One is a waiver of the requirement for a traffic impact study since PennDOT has issued an HOP for the driveway, therefore a traffic study would be redundant.  Don Johnson noted that PennDOT would have probably required some sort of study but that isn’t necessary at this point.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to approve waivers to Sections 22-612.C and 22-612.D based on the Township Engineer’s review letter dated January 19, 2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
The second issue concerns the request by Penn Wynne Homes to modify the requirements for posting financial security to allow them to “phase” the financial security such that 19 units and various requirements would be secured with the recording of the final plan, with additional phasing of the security as the development is constructed.  Sam Nemroff, President of Penn Wynne Homes, stated that the lending institution is not willing to provide financial backing for the entire development (approx. $3.5 million) due to the current market but is willing to provide smaller pieces for financing.  The first “phase” of the security would include the driveway improvements, the stormwater improvements, and a significant portion of the internal street along with 19 residential units.  Following significant back-and-forth between Mr. Nemroff and the Board, the Board concluded that the recommendations of the Township Engineer, in a response letter dated February 9, 2011 and the Township Solicitor, as per his response letter dated February 7, 2011, hold.  The developer must revise the final plan as approved to show a phased final plan that is consistent with what the developer is proposing to financially secure.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to disapprove a modification to the requirements for posting financial security under Section 22-410.1 and 22-410.3, as requested by Penn Wynne Homes.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Request for waiver of land development for Jim Stoltzfus. Heath Eddy stated that Mr. Stoltzfus is proposing to utilize the property at the corner of Todd Road and Horseshoe Pike for an outdoor retail sales venue for his residential sheds and gazebos, which currently are stored behind his workshop on his property just down the road on Todd Road.  He is proposing a new driveway off of Todd Road, a small parking area, and his products on the site.  His request letter includes seeking relief from parking and landscaping, which in this case means a request for a waiver of land development review, although parking cannot be waived as those requirements are in the zoning ordinance.  Lew Wertley asked Mr. Stoltzfus if he planned on having just the sheds and gazebos out in the open.  Mr. Stoltzfus stated that he intended to place some landscaping around the site to soften the appearance but he didn’t want to cover up the area with buffering that would reduce visibility of the site.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve a waiver of land development review for the proposed outdoor sales use for James Stoltzfus, to be located on the property at 5011 Horseshoe Pike (TPN #22-3-75.1).  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

Accept/not accept modification to Tel Hai Sewage Planning Module for Phase 2 Expansion. Heath Eddy showed the Board via overhead screen the previous configuration of Phase 2 of the expansion and the revised Phase 2 which includes the full Access Road B (“loop” road) and also a reduction of 4 residential units overall for this phase.  The request here is not about the actual development approval, which is still in review with the Planning Commission, but the sewage module modification that DEP is currently reviewing.  This is an addendum to the sewage module the Board previously authorized last month.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to accept a modification to the Phase 2 expansion of the Tel Hai community sewage system as provided in a letter from Whitehill Consulting Engineers dated January 27, 2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

Authorize/not authorize update of Land Preservation Plan. John McHugh stated that the existing plan was written around the time the EIT Open Space tax was adopted and before any purchases had been completed.  Under the requirements of state law, the Township needs to update the plan to account for the loan proceeds as well as for easement agreements that have been completed thus far.  Joe Fenstermacher asked about the use of TDRs in the protection process.  Tara Tracey stated that the purchase of TDRs typically occurs outside the purview of the Township although the Township could use Open Space tax funds to purchase them.  Heath Eddy stated that thus far only the Village Greene project has purchased TDRs for use in a development.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to authorize the project to updated the Land Preservation Plan.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

Authorize/not authorize health insurance carrier change. Lew Wertley stated that the Board has received the proposal for review but he hasn’t had time to review it so he’d like to table it until the March meeting.  He did want to here about the proposal.  

Matt Mink of Trinity Benefits provided a verbal presentation of the proposal.  Trinity are independent health insurance consultants that provide assistance to clients to find the best health insurance products to meet the needs of the client.  The proposal for Honey Brook Township is to replace Aetna with Independence Blue Cross PPO, which would occur at the beginning of a month (now for May assuming the proposal is approved in March).  The program is a Health Reimbursement Arrangement (HRA) which is that the Township pays a high deductible ($3000/$6000) with a prescription co-pay of $20/$40/$60 and one the deductible is met then the IBC pays 100% of all costs after that.  Each insured also has access to all IBC networks nationwide.  The cost of the insurance program to IBC is $33,000, and if the maximum deductible were met for all employees the total cost to the Township would be about $94,000, which is a savings of about $61,000, to the Township from the current policy.  The program as currently defined has the Township paying the full deductible, although the Township could change that to a share of the deductible in the future.  And the insurance rate currently in the proposal is for the spring, but once accepted is locked in for a year.  

The Board will take up this proposal for adoption at the March meeting.  

Update on Future Township Police Protection – Joe Fenstermacher. There was a general discussion about the parameters of a police study being prepared by Joe Fenstermacher.  No decisions were made   Joe Fenstermacher agreed to complete his written report and present his findings and recommendations to the Board at the March BOS meeting.

Adopt/not adopt Resolution #2-2011 (fee schedule). Joe Fenstermacher asked Jeff Kerlin to comment on the need to raise fees.  Jeff Kerlin responded that TEI did not raise fees last year and that the primary cost driver for 2011 was the increase in insurance premiums, particularly for liability premiums in the wake of the recent court case involving the Township.  In addition, the permit requirements under the 2009 IRC Code require additional building site inspections necessitating a 4% increase.  Finally, the requirements for continuing education to maintain BCO certification are extensive.  Motion by Don Johnson to approve Resolution #2-2011, but then rescinded due to conflict.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Lew Wertley, to approve Resolution #2-2011.  In favor: Wertley, Fenstermacher.  Abstain: Johnson (conflict).  

Discussion on future Township administration. Lew Wertley reported that a report commissioned by the Board from Dan Olpere regarding the current and future administrative needs of the Township was completed and it stated that the Township did not need a Manager at this time but if there are changes in the future or development pressure then a Manager was recommended.  Following discussion of the need for a manager, how to pay for it under the budget constraints of the Township, and the other needs of the Township including perhaps police coverage, the Board agreed to accept the report as is.    

Discuss agenda format change. There was a general discussion about the “Any Other Matter” portion of the agenda and avoiding additional business being added onto an agenda by people appearing before the Board at the meeting.  Motion by Don Johnson seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to change the agenda format of “Any Other Matter” to “Final Open Forum”.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

Any Other Matter  
Don Johnson stated that he forgot to include that the Township would be advertising for bids for sealcoat, linepainting, blacktop, and diesel fuel.  Those bids are anticipated to be opened and approved at the April Board meeting.
John McHugh stated that the next Land Preservation Committee meeting was on March 15th, with an additional meeting in April to continue the review of the Land Preservation Plan.  McHugh also stated that the May 17th meeting would be moved to an alternate date to the Primary Election Day.
Upcoming Meetings:

February 24th – Planning Commission (7:00 pm)


March 9th – Board of Supervisors (5:30 pm)

Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
________________

 
Heath Eddy, AICP 
Recording Secretary









