









March 14, 2012
The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Supervisors Lew Wertley, John McHugh, and Joe Fenstermacher were present, as was Township Solicitor John E. Good, Township Administrator Antoinette Antonini and Township Engineer Michael Reinert
In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that the meeting was being filmed by Scott Stilson of 275 Vincent Drive.

Consent agenda.  
Minutes of the February 8, 2012 regular meeting; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report.   Motion by John McHugh, seconded by Lew Wertley, to approve the consent agenda.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Treasurer’s Report as of 01/31/2012

	Assets--Gen Fund
	$678,013.65
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$199,800.49

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	$1,016,631.62
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$106,638.20

	Assets--Op Reserve
	$350,047.42
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	$209,367.12
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$27,105.28

	Assets--Land Pres
	$1,071,138.62
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$67,000.00

	Total Assets
	$3,325,198.43
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$47,42

	Assets in Restricted Account
	 
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	$1,121.61

	Gen Fund—Recreation
	$61,132.12
	
	
	

	Gen Fund--Hlth Reimb
	$2,633.99
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$28.28

	Land Pres Fund
	$1,071,138.62
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$94,128.46

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	$97,511.39
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts              
	$78,638.11

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	$1,004,244.00
	
	Land Pres Fund Expenditures         
	$28,108.70

	Liabilities--Op Reserve
	$0.00
	
	
	

	Liabilities--State Fund
	$41,774.67
	
	Land Pres Loan (Loan)
	

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	$259,684.91
	
	Assets
	$1,648.58

	Total Liabilities
	$1,403,214.97
	
	Liabilities
	$1,498,352.40

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity--Gen Fund
	$580,502.26
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	$12,387.62
	
	Assets
	$24,785.00

	Equity--Op Reserve
	$350,047.42
	
	Liabilities
	$4,209,976.34

	Equity--State Fund
	$167,592.45
	
	
	

	Equity--Land Pres
	$811,453.71
	
	Suplee Turnback
	

	Total Equity
	$1,921,983.46
	
	Assets
	$186,248.61

	
	
	
	Expenditures
	$0.00

	Less Restricted Acct
	$1,132,270.74
	
	
	

	Working Capital
	$789,712.72
	
	
	


Departmental Reports.
Dir. Public Works, Don Johnson:  requested BoS to authorize advertisement of bids to be opened and awarded at the April BoS regular meeting.
Announcements.  

Members are still being sought for the Park & Recreation Committee.  Contact the township administration office if interested.
The township offices will be closed on Friday, April 6, in observance of Good Friday.
Great American Cleanup of PA:  held around the 21st of the month, the idea is to wear vests & collect trash along the roadways.  See http://gacofpa.org/ for more details.  John McHugh noted that Beaver Dam & Suplee were cleaned up a few years ago through this effort.
Ethan Crane from Twin Valley High School will be serving as a Government intern.
Neighbors Helping Neighbors in Honey Brook – discussion tabled
Open Forum.  

Barry Messner, Fire Chief of Honey Brook:  there were 147 total calls in February, 124 ambulance calls and 23 fire calls.  Of the 23 fire calls, 12 were in Honey Brook Township; one resulting in a $35,000 loss.  For the month of February, a total of 226 personnel were used with an average of 10 per call.  A total of 27 hours 31 minutes were spent on calls.  
Dallas Ford, 2027 Horseshoe Pike:  the restoration in his front yard area is complete.
James Bullock, 534 Icedale Road:  There is heavy truck traffic on Icedale Road, diverted there since the bridge closure in West Brandywine Township.  The volume and speed of the trucks is a concern as well.  
Roadmaster Don Johnson mentioned that his understanding from the West Brandywine Township roadmaster that the bridges are due to be replaced but he does not know when.  Joe Fenstermacher noted that he was told 5 years ago that a bridge down that way would be replaced “next year.”  

Lew Wertley mentioned that he will get in contact with the fire chief to ask his opinion.  He also noted that Icedale is under consideration for a speed study per the agenda.  With regard to truck traffic, Lew also noted that he would call West Brandywine Township to ask what their bridge replacement plans are.
Business.
Approve/not approve additional roads for speed study (Mill, Meadville, Icedale, and Forrest).  Noting that we already have a request for a Talbotville Rd.  speed study, request to include Mill, Meadville, Icedale, and Forrest Roads.  Don Johnson noted these were roads that people had expressed concern to him in terms of speeders.
John McHugh noted some residents have noise concerns on 322; what would be done about that?  Mike Reinert indicated since 322 is a state highway, that is PennDOT’s jurisdiction.  
Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to approve the additional roads for the speed study.  John McHugh seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion passes.   
Approve/not approve funding for 22-6-36 and 22-6-34.1 (Lester C. and Hannah Mae Stoltzfus).  Mr. Stoltzfus has agreed to a five year payment plan for this agricultural easement.

John Goodall showed an aerial view of the property.  It’s been accepted in the challenge grant by county; looking for match by township.  Mike France noted that the Haas/Faulkner application for conservation easement was withdrawn.  John Goodall noted that the money that would have been used for that project can be used instead for this one.  

Dick Reeder of Tel Hai Retirement asked why there was a withdrawal of the Haas/Faulkner easement application.  John Goodall noted that the family had fiscal considerations with the appraisal of the property that weren’t met, so they withdrew the application.  

A motion was made by John McHugh seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to approve funding for an agricultural easement on the Lester C. & Hannah Mae Stoltzfus property (TPN #22-6-36 & 22-6-34.1).  All in favor.  Motion passes.

Support/oppose/take no position on Burkholder Manufacturing holding tank (TPN #22-8-86.1).  Mike Reinert stated that the purpose of the tank is to be an oil & water separator.  It is Operation & Maintenance agreement reviewed by the township engineer.  John McHugh made a motion to support the Burkholder Manufacturing holding tank, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher.  All in favor.  Motion passes.  
Support/oppose/take no position on J. Stoltzfus variance for parking & setbacks (TPN #22-3-75.1 and 22-3-75.4). 

This is a waiver issue of  land development from March 2011.  The variances requested are of setbacks for sheds from the roadway & for parking (only need 6-8 parking spaces).  John McHugh motioned to support the variances, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher.  Approve—McHugh, Fenstermacher.  No position—Wertley.  Motion passes.
Support/oppose/take no position on Ivan/Aaron King variance on setbacks for a house (TPN #22-4-65).    
Property located at 500 Todd Rd.  The application is for a setback variance within 40’ of property line.  This is an irregular lot with no frontage on Todd Road.  The variance is for a barn in relation to the house.  Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to support the variance on setbacks for 22-4-65, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor.  Motion passes.

Approve/not approve Ben E. Stoltzfus waiver request to Chapter 20, Category 3 (TPN #22-4-50.1).  This request is to install an infiltration trench for a 2-year storm event instead of full-blown engineering for stormwater management.  The site is only slightly over the limit of impervious coverage.  Technicon did a review of the improvement plan.  Planning Commission recommends waiving the Category 3 requirement and allowing a Category 2.  Joe Fenstermacher asked if there were any problems from drainage by neighbors.  Township Engineer Mike Reinert advised that this plan would drain stormwater to an existing water course.  Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to approve the waiver, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor.  Motion passes.
Approve/not approve Malinda King 2-lot subdivision, TPN #22-9-26.  Applicant was not present, but Kris Phillips was present to represent her, asking for a number of waivers from the board.  These waivers were as follows:  §22-502.D(1)(b) & 503.D, §22-503.E & 627.
Background of project:  this is a 23 acre parcel (there is a 27 acre parcel across road as well).  A home will be on the residual lot to sell to the son; the greenhouse is to be retained by Mrs. King.  The waiver requests are for the stormwater & floodplain requirements.  Planning Commission recommended approval with inspection by the Chester County Health Department to ensure no malfunction of existing septic system.  Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to approve the subdivision with the waivers, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor.  Motion passes.

Discussion of Right Of Way (ROW) Ordinance 162.  Township Engineer Mike Reinert stated that there had been some concerns with the ROW, so he looked at Lancaster County townships which were similar to Honey Brook Township with regard to their ROW ordinance.  At the Planning Commission meeting, the general thinking was that we need to have some direction for how to handle certain issues as they come up.
Mike Reinert stated he is looking for affirmation that the board policy would be a review on a case-by-case basis.  It is for the benefit of the public to not interfere with operation of roadway & safety.   Township solicitor John Good asked if such an ordinance would include the sight line triangle.  Roadmaster Don Johnson stated that it would.  Consensus of BoS was for ROW Ordinance to be reviewed by Planning Commission for further recommendation.
Resolution 2012-4, Fee Schedule.  John McHugh made a motion to adopt Resolution 2012-4, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher. All in favor.  Motion passes.

Letter of Intent for the Western Chester County Community of Government (WCCCOG).   This letter of intent would simply mean we’re interested in participating but not that we’re committing any funds or making any long-term commitment.  Joe Fenstermacher made motion to approve such a letter, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor.  Motion passes.  

Chester County Conservation District (CCCD) PennVEST  Application Letter.   George Cook, attorney for TeamAg, Inc., was in attendance along with several members of TeamAg, Inc.:  Jed Moncavage and Dave Keener among them.  A packet with 7 exhibits was distributed to the Board.  George Cook stated that this is in reference to the Dead Animal Recovery (DAR) facility on the Emmanuel Stoltzfus property (TPN #22-6-55).

Township Solicitor John Good stated that the proposal before them needs to be in compliance with the township’s stormwater management and comprehensive land management plan to reduce non-source point pollution.  That is different than asking for support of the project from the Board.  

Lew Wertley clarified that two letters were being sought by TeamAg, Inc.:  one for the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit application and one for  the PennVEST letter. 

Jed Moncavage gave a summary of the DAR composting facility using a Power Point presentation.  

Current conditions at the site are that it is an all-weather access on an unimproved surface.  There are issues with moisture control, stormwater controls, runoff storage, and odor control.  

A resident asked how long site had been in operation and how TeamAg, Inc. came to be involved with the operation.
Jed Moncavage stated that the property owner came to TeamAg, Inc. to seek help with current issues.
Lew Wertley then reminded the audience that the presentation should be given and then questions may be asked by audience members afterwards.

Continuing with the presentation, Jed Moncavage stated that they have come up with a redevelopment plan using a professional engineer’s plan to control run-on & run-off properly.  Moisture, temperature, & other compost factors would be better controlled, and they would completely eliminate nutrient-laden run-off.

The proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) to be implemented at the site:  get the compost material under roof (a hoop barn-type structure with open ends), implement stormwater controls upslope from the site, and implement stormwater management down slope from site.  A site-plan layout and 3-dimensional rendition was shown.
Solicitor John Good asked about concrete curbing around the compost site. Keener answered that there will be 8-foot high concrete walls surrounding the barn; the concrete floor ties into them.
Environmental Planning components to be implemented are:  a manure management plan under PA’s Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Chapter 91, using the PA Act 38 format.  Lab analysis of captured runoff there currently and after the project is complete would be available.  Joe Fenstermacher asked how often the analysis would take place.  Jed Moncavage advised it would be required with each update but not necessarily required more than every 3 years.  Chris Strohmeyer of the Chester County Conservation District (CCCD) stated that if the PennVEST application were approved, CCCD has an interest to make sure the project is managed properly, so they will be monitoring this closely as they would with all PennVEST projects.  Also, there will be an Agricultural Erosion & Sedimentation Control Plan, meeting the PA DEP Chapter 102 requirement.  

The project timeline was given as follows:  Spring 2012, obtain approvals; Summer 2012 suspend acceptance of animals; Fall 2012, begin construction; Decmeber 2012, completion of the project.    

John McHugh asked if volume of material accepted would change after the project’s completion.  Jed Moncavage answered it would be the same (creating about 960 tons of finished material per year).  Dave Keener said it’s hard to say what an average number of animals per week is because the volume changes by season.  An annual average is about 1,000-1,500 animals a year.  

Resident Dick Reeder of Tel Hai Retirement Community asked if there was a facility like this in Lancaster County.  John Good followed up by asking from what geographical areas does the facility currently accept animals.  Dave Keener answered Lancaster, Lebanon, & Chester Counties.  
John McHugh’s stated that his research revealed the average herd loss for a farmer is about 6% on average.  

Joe Fenstermacher asked about the current rotation.  Will all the composting material be off-site during the proposed construction?  Jed Moncavage answered that yes, the compost will be removed completely prior to the proposed construction.  

Lew Wertley asked who the principal owners were of the DAR.  George Cook answered that Emmanuel Stoltzfus owns the property.  Joe Beiler will be the employee.  

Dick Reeder asked if the facility was a money-making operation.  Ira Beiler stated that question was not relevant.  It has been running for two years and is looking to make corrections based on concerns brought up by township officials.
John McHugh stated he wants to make sure it’s understood what the facility was and what it is intended to become.
John Kennedy, Assistant Director at the Southeast branch of the PA DEP in Norristown stated that the facility was operating before the Department of Agriculture knew about it.  His regional office was not aware of it.  Usually, the DEP goes out in site with the Dept. of Agriculture before it’s licensed.  His office had expressed concerns to his management that there were some potential pollution issues.  A Notice of Violation (NOV) was issued, and the DEP has since been working with the farmer, Dept. of Agriculture, & CCCD to come to a compliance and management solution.  We don’t want problems at headwaters of stream.  Certain interim requirements have been issued.  The best way to remove the pollution potential is to put the operation under roof.  This proposal will hopefully eliminate all of the concerns & serve agricultural community. 

One resident asked if the site were no more, then what would small farmers do with their dead animals.  John Kennedy stated that the Department of Agriculture would then have to deal with a solution.  

Joe Keener noted that township farms are being preserved, many of which are dairy farms.  This facility would serve those farms and the interests of the township in farm preservation.

John McHugh noted that the animal composting idea has been around since the 1990s.  Today’s questions are being raised so that going forward, a properly-run facility is in place.

Joe Fenstermacher asked if water quality tests had already been performed.  John Kennedy stated that samples were drawn that had high organic waste, but there was no evidence of deterioration of creek from the facility.  Slope isn’t quite right; impervious coverage requirements not met, but if this goes through, everything should be just fine.  

Chris Strohmeyer from the CCCD spoke to what the PennVEST grant was for.  He explained there were two types of loans, one at a low interest rate based on the CCCD finances, and one with 100% forgiveness.  The CCCD has 30-40 such projects that they monitor currently.  He indicated that the CCCD would not accept a loan at a low interest rate, only principal forgiveness loans.  This means the loan is really a grant.  The applicant would go through the process, and if it meets the conditions, then the grant given.  If something goes wrong, then the CCCD is potentially on the hook.  The loan is given over time.  As part of loan process, an agreement between the landowner and the CCCD is made so that there should be no issues with the grant.  The grant is for construction only.
Lew Wertley summed up:  there are two issues---
1) Letter of support for PennVEST application due April 20.

2) Letter  for the NPDES permit by March 30.

Lew Wertley stated that the Township is not prepared to issue either letter due to lack of information to make an informed decision regarding stormwater & comprehensive plan requirements. 

Mike Reinert indicated he reviewed the one-page pdf of the site plan shown as part of the TeamAg, Inc. presentation.  Nothing else has been received by him from the applicant.  

Solicitor John Good referenced a March 13 e-mail by Mike Reinert to the Board of Supervisors that no formal submission or stormwater report had been received.  However, the letter from the lawyer representing the applicant states that “the proposed project is consistent with stormwater & comprehensive plan requirements.”  

George Cook stated they are looking for a threshold letter to say the township is behind the project.  
John Good stated that only one sheet of a conceptual plan received.  That isn’t much to go on.  
Lew Wertley suggested that TeamAg meet with Mike Reinert to see what information is needed.  Then they can come back next month to the April 11 Board of Supervisors meeting.  
George Cook asked if there were any other aspects to the project that the township has a concern with?

Lew Wertley stated the Township doesn’t have enough information.  

One resident asked if there was a way to limit the area that the animals are obtained from (Delaware, for example)?  

Lew Wertley stated that was up to the operator of the facility.  The grant is for the construction proposed.  
John Kennedy made a suggestion that the NPDES permit application by CCCD be shared with the Township Engineer.  The CCCD does enforcement and inspections for PA DEP and the DEP would take over in instances of escalation.  The NPDES letter being asked for is a municipal land use letter for Act 14.  NPDES permits have a 30-day clock, putting the deadline for this permit at March 30. 
Dave Keener stated that TeamAg, Inc. submitted the NPDES permit to CCCD, who then reviewed the plan & provided comments in beginning of March.  They met on March 12 to review the proposal.  Encroachment on 150 foot buffer but dissuaded from pursuing waiver for that, so moving earth disturbance out of that area.  Plan is being revised to reflect that.  Plan shown tonight needs the revision.  That revision will be reviewed with the Township Engineer.  
Resident Bob Witters of Tel Hai Retirement Community asked what the size of the grant is.  John McHugh stated that it is not yet known.  Some of these PennVEST projects have ranged anywhere from $100,000 to $1 million.  Paradise Township recently had one for $300,000.  Bob Witters stated he thought the grant should only be enough for what the project will cost, and no more.  He also asked what would be done with the 600 some animals normally going to the facility during its shutdown for construction?  John McHugh stated that Coventry is the only other place nearby with such a facility.  

Joe Fenstermacher advised that all 3 Board members have worked hard on this and with a lot of due diligence.  We don’t know the actual number of farms with cows that we have, so we could get an accurate picture of the impact from just our own community.  He stated he would like to work on that information for next month.  

Lew Wertley asked Ira Beiler if he is still in business as of now.  Ira Beiler stated that that was not important.  The Board should stop hemming & hawing on a project that’s already been approved by the Department of Agriculture & the PA DEP. 

Lew Wertley stated he doesn’t want another SuperFund site and doesn’t want the people of Wilmington drinking polluted water.

Ira Beiler asked why that was a concern.  

Lew Wertley stated that 140,000 gallons of spillage from the site was dumped out onto the ground on Nov. 29.  That’s equal to 48 milk trucks’ worth.  Another 140,000 gallons were dumped 8 days later.  Then 100,000 gallons in December.  Most recently, 50,000 gallons.  Lew Wertley stated that he cannot believe the PA DEP would allow that.  

Ira Beiler stated that pollution had not been found in the water; what was the worry.  He then asked why he should trust people who trespassed on his property to take pictures.  
Lew Wertley stated he was out to the site with representatives from both the PA DEP and the PA Dept. of Agriculture.

Final Open Forum.
Beth McHugh, 40 Hillbrook Drive:  expressed a concern about the DAR as a massive project that has not been run properly to date.  She stated she is concerned about what’s going into the aquifer.  If the site is run properly it could benefit everybody; if not, then she has problems & concerns with it.  The damage is already done.  It is a big concern.
Dave Rodgers, 458 Mt. Pleasant Road:  stated he is the closest neighbor of DAR site.  It would be nice if the township would approve this, with regulation.  Otherwise, residents can throw their animal carcasses at the fence rows and the result could get into any creek bed anywhere and not be regulated.  
Ruben Riehl, 492 Mount Pleasant Road:  stated he thinks it’s ironic that the township is concerned about grant money when the Department of Environmental Protection, The Department of Agriculture, and the Chester County Conservation District are all helping with work on the site (all of which are government agencies run with taxpayer money).  It seems like we’re questioning their judgment and opinions.
Lew Wertley clarified that the applicant is asking if the project conforms to township regulations.  All the Board has seen is the sketch.  

George Cook reminded that they are asking for a letter stating whether or not the proposed plan is consistent with township regulations.

Lew Wertley stated the board has not seen the plan, so they cannot say whether or not it’s consistent.

A resident asked if the Power Point presentation shown by TeamAg could be put on the township website.  Lew Wertley advised that decision would be up to TeamAg.  
Upcoming Meetings:

March 19 – Zoning Hearing Board (7:30 pm)

March 20 – Land Preservation Committee (6:30 pm)


March 22 – Planning Commission (7:00 pm)


March 29 – Parks & Recreation Committee (7:00 pm)


April 11 – Board of Supervisors (6:30 pm)

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
________________

 
Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy
Recording Secretary
