









June 8, 2011
The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Supervisors Lew Wertley, Don Johnson, and Joe Fenstermacher were present, as was Township Admin Antoinette Antonini and Dir. Planning and Zoning Heath Eddy.
Consent agenda.  Minutes of May 18th; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report; Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Lew Wertley, to approve the consent agenda.  Approved: Fenstermacher, Wertley.  Abstain: Johnson (conflict). Motion carries.

Treasurer’s Report as of 5/31/2011
	Assets--Gen Fund
	$701,452
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$224,110.91

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	$908,193
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$69,116.96

	Assets--Op Reserve
	$350,559
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	$395,361
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$25,974.93

	Assets--Land Pres
	$738,998
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$0.00

	Total Assets
	$3,094,563
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$113.79

	Assets in Restricted Account
	 
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	$0.00

	Gen Fund--Recreation
	$46,417
	
	
	

	Gen Fund--Hlth Reimb
	$25,956
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$128.34

	Land Pres Fund
	$738,998
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$0.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	$73,805
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts              
	$184,118.06

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	$959,937
	
	Land Pres Fund Expenditures         
	$409.64

	Liabilities--Op Reserve
	$0
	
	
	

	Liabilities--State Fund
	$106,957
	
	Land Pres Loan (Loan)
	

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	$477,704
	
	Assets
	$1,492.000.00

	Total Liabilities
	$1,618,403
	
	Liabilities
	$8,000.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity--Gen Fund
	$627,647
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	-$51,744
	
	Assets
	$29,402

	Equity--Op Reserve
	$350,559
	
	Liabilities
	$4,209,976

	Equity--State Fund
	$288,404
	
	
	

	Equity--Land Pres
	$261,294
	
	Suplee Turnback
	

	Total Equity
	$1,476,160
	
	Assets
	$515,632.38

	
	
	
	Liabilities
	$4,186.44

	Less Restricted Acct
	$333,668
	
	
	

	Working Capital
	$1,142,492
	
	
	


Departmental Reports.  Toni Antonini announced that the Township had received a copy of the EPA CERCLA 5-year study for the Welsh Road landfill project, and would be available in the office if anyone would like to see it.
Announcements.  

Township Offices closed on July 4th (Independence Day)

Director of Planning and Zoning out of office June 24th through July 4th
Open Forum.  

John McHugh stated that the next Land Preservation Committee would be on July 19th at 6:30 pm.
Business

Approve/disapprove Jonas Fisher/Joann Guiseppe Minor Subdivision.  Lew Wertley asked what the Planning Commission’s recommendation was regarding landscaping and buffering. Heath Eddy stated that the Planning Commission recommended no landscaping be required due to the highly wooded nature of the proposed lot.  

Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve a waiver to Section 22-629 based on the recommendations of the Township Planning Commission.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve the Minor Subdivision Plan for Joann Guiseppe obo Jonas Fisher, on plans drawn by Abacus Surveying and Della Penna Engineering, Inc., dated 4/1/2011, last revised 5/11/2011, under the condition that the applicant shall comply with all outstanding issues contained in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated 5/17/2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries
Approve/disapprove Resolution #5-2011 (Authorize Tel Hai tax-exempt financing).  Lew Wertley stated that this Resolution would be to acknowledge that Tel Hai was using a publicly-funded agency for financing for the next phase of development of their expansion, and would otherwise require nothing from the Township financially or otherwise.  Joe Swartz, President of Tel Hai, stated that the Resolution from the Township was required in order for Tel Hai to use said funding, and noted that this was done also for Phase 1 of the expansion.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to approve Resolution #5-2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

Approve/disapprove Tel Hai Retirement Community Phase 2 Final Plan.  Alex Piehl presented the proposed Phase 2 expansion noting the major changes to the site including development of the west access drive and loop drive, and 55 new cottage units.  He noted that there were no major issues in the Township Engineer’s review letter, following the approval of the conditions related to the forestry and replacement planting plan.  Lew Wertley requested that the review memo dated 5/25/2011 detailing the forestry conditions be amended to strike the last clause in Condition #6 starting with “or until…”  Alex Piehl stated that Tel Hai had no objection.  Joe Fenstermacher asked about he Quality Deer Management issue and whether this was an effective answer.  Alex Piehl stated that Tel Hai did not know exactly how the deer population would be addressed but that QDM was the organization run by the Township’s contracted forester and therefore they believed the recommendation was solid.
Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve the Land Development Final Plan for Phase 2 for Tel Hai Retirement Community, on plans drawn by RGS Associates, dated 4/6/2011, last revised 5/23/2011, under the following conditions:

1. that the applicant shall comply with the buffer area planting requirement as stipulated in the Settlement Agreement dated 9/10/2008;

2. that the applicant will comply with the forestry replanting plan conditions as stipulated in the Township memo dated 5/25/2011, as amended above, as well as other conditions of the Stewardship Plan as designed; and

3. that the applicant shall comply with outstanding issued contained in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated 5/19/2011.

All in favor.  Motion carries.  
Public Hearing on Ordinance #158-2011 (electronic reader board signs).  The hearing commenced at 5:49 pm.  Heath Eddy stated that at the request of the Board this amendment to the sign regulations would establish standards for electronic signs that are used as reader boards.  The limitations in the standards would require that the face of the sign be held for a minimum of 30 seconds and that the changing of the message would be instantaneous, and that such signs would not be permitted to operate from 10 pm to 6 am if located within 300 feet of a residence.  Mr. Eddy noted that the review comments from the Chester County Planning Commission indicated a couple of issues that the Township should consider including luminance intensities during difference daylight conditions, and to clarify that this type of sign was not intended for use with billboards.  Mr. Eddy further stated that the Township Planning Commission reviewed the Ordinance and stated their objections to the provision of such signs in a rural community like Honey Brook Township. Lew Wertley asked if anyone from the public had any comments.  There being none, the public hearing was closed at 5:56 pm.

Approve/disapprove Ordinance #158-2011.  

Lew Wertley noted that the Planning Director’s review memo indicated that the Planning Commission was considering revising the sign regulations due to conflicts within the standards.  Mr. Eddy stated that he was working on such a revision.  Joe Fenstermacher stated that he was concerned about the sign height issue, as to whether an electronic reader board sign would be placed on a mounting that was not regulated as to height, citing the possibility of placing such a sign on a 50-foot pole.  Mr. Eddy stated that the Board could consider this Ordinance as an interim amendment until a more comprehensive revision could be completed.  Lew Wertley suggested that perhaps the Board should table this Ordinance and have the Planning Commission prepare the comprehensive revision of the sign regulations as a replacement.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to table Ordinance #158-2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Approve/disapprove Resolution #4-2011 (Board of Supervisors benefits participation).  Lew Wertley stated that the past practice of the Township was that Supervisors would not be eligible for the Township’s benefits for employees unless the Board member was also a full-time employee.  However a case in another Township precipitated the need for the Board to address this issue formally.  The proposed Resolution would make it clear Township policy was to not extend benefits to Board members who were not full-time employees.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve Resolution #4-2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Approve/disapprove reading of statement regarding recording of public meetings.  Lew Wertley stated that the Township had in the past not taken a position on the recording of public meetings, but other jurisdictions had encountered problems with making in clear how those recordings would be addressed.  Mr. Wertley proposed the following be read at the being of each Board meeting:
“The Board of Supervisors has no objections to the recording of this meeting.  But in order to protect the privacy of those residents in attendance, if there is anyone ‘intercepting’ the conversations and proceedings tonight, please identify yourself with your name, address, and purpose of your interception.”
Mr. Wertley stated that the Board had not discussed this prior to the meeting but asked if Board members had any objections to a simple statement regarding such recordings.  No members voiced objections to the statement.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve Resolution #3-2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Approve/disapprove additional Zoning Officer job responsibilities.  Lew Wertley stated that the Board was concerned that some of the job responsibilities were getting lost in the shuffle between the Township and TEI and wanted to provide a basis for reporting to the Board about those activities, which would include weekly zoning district drive-through inspections, home occupation and rural occupation annual inspections, and a monthly zoning district report.

Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve the additional Zoning Officer job responsibilities.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Final Open Forum  
In regard to Knob Hill’s roadways, Don Johnson stated that a meeting was held at the development to inspect the roadways and curbs with TEI and an independent consultant for Woodstone Homes.  The walk-through inspection produced a list of expected repairs to be made.  Mike Reinert stated that there were various issues regarding curbs and the techniques that would be used to make repairs, which caused TEI to consult their own independent consultant from RETTEW Associates.  Don Johnson stated that Woodstone would make the repairs, per the recommendations of TEI, but he also stated to the other Board members that he would not vote to accept the roadways, because he opposed taking them over from the start.
Bob Witters asked what the issue was.  Don Johnson stated that the HOA wanted the Township to take over the roads because they perceived that their taxes weren’t being used for maintenance of what they considered to be public infrastructure, though the original approval indicated that the roads would remain private.

John McHugh asked what would be the impact on Township maintenance and operations resources.  Don Johnson stated that he has the resources to provide maintenance though it would impact the timing of providing assistance, particularly during snow events.  He stated that the Township would likely have to contract out some plowing needs.

Joe Fenstermacher stated that the HOA was told the Township would take over maintenance, and the Township solicitor (Kristen Camp) stated that the Township had more or less legally agreed to accept dedication of the roads, even with the conditions for clearing up problems, which amounted to a contract.  Don Johnson stated that it wasn’t a contract but approval at a public meeting.  Joe Fenstermacher stated that was true but that the Township solicitor made it clear the Township was legally bound to accept the roadways provided the HOA met the conditions of the previous approval.

Upcoming Meetings:

June 23rd – Board of Supervisors Special Meeting (7:30 am)


June 23rd – Planning Commission (7:00 pm)


July 13th – Board of Supervisors (5:30 pm)


July 19th – Land Preservation Committee (6:30 pm)

Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 6:16 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
________________

 
Heath Eddy, AICP 
Recording Secretary









