









August 8, 2012
The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Supervisors Lew Wertley, John McHugh, and Joe Fenstermacher were present, as was Township Administrator Antoinette Antonini and Township Engineer Michael Reinert.
Consent agenda.  
Minutes of the July 11 regular meeting; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report. 
John McHugh asked that a correction be made to the Land Preservation loan amount listed in the Treasurer’s report ($1,648.00).  Toni Antonini advised this was a bill from John Good regarding loan documents.  
Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the consent agenda.  
In favor---Wertley, McHugh, Fenstermacher.  Motion carries.

In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that the meeting was being filmed by Scott Stilson of 275 Vincent Drive.

Treasurer’s Report as of July 31, 2012
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assets--Gen Fund
	830,483
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$45,102.47
	

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	954,304
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$83,573.62
	

	Assets--Op Reserve
	350,273
	
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	242,565
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$25,998.42
	

	Assets--Land Pres
	1,222,431
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$0.00
	

	Total Assets
	$3,600,056
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$55.08
	

	Assets in Restricted Account
	
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	$0.00
	

	Gen Fund--Recreation
	64,173
	
	
	
	

	Gen Fund--Hlth Reimb
	13,809
	
	
	
	

	Land Pres Fund
	1,222,431
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$71.97
	

	
	
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$66,024.07
	

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	96,145
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	1,008,320
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts
	$24,075.05
	

	Liabilites--Op Reserve
	0
	
	Land Pres Fund Expenditures
	$56,374.08
	

	Liabilities--State Fund
	79,288
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	259,685
	
	
	
	

	Total Liabilities
	$1,443,439
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	
	

	
	
	
	Assets
	$17,288
	

	Equity--Gen Fund
	734,337
	
	Liabilities
	$4,209,976
	

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	-54,016
	
	
	
	

	Equity--Op Reserve
	350,273
	
	Land Preservation (Loan)
	
	

	Equity--State Fund
	163,277
	
	Assets
	$149.37
	

	Equity--Land Pres
	962,746
	
	Liabilities
	$1,499,851.00
	

	Total Equity
	$2,156,617
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Suplee Turnback (State)
	
	

	Less Restricted Acct
	1,040,728
	
	Assets
	$134,605.98
	

	Working Capital
	$1,115,890
	
	Expenses
	$45,266.34
	


Departmental Reports.  

Roadmaster Don Johnson:  
The oil & chipping project is still going on, and line painting will occur after completion.  Lew Wertley stated that the township does a better job of road maintenance than does PennDOT.
Announcements.  
Parks and Recreation.  John McHugh noted that he attends these meetings as a guest.  One important thing being discussed now is the tennis court.  A Pickle-Ball tournament is being planned for Harmony Day. By ordinance, the Park and Rec committee needs to have a budget by October 1.

Mr. Fenstermacher noted that he attends as an associate member and will not vote.  He stated the committee has a great chairman and great energy.

Honey Brook Community Partnership.  John McHugh noted that the borough is redoing their comprehensive plan and would like to coordinate with the township in their planning.  
Veteran ID Program.  John McHugh advised that the Recorder of Deeds announced that there is a veteran ID program.  Veterans can get discounts from area businesses by showing their ID.

Household Hazardous Waste Day.  John McHugh announced that Saturday, Sept. 8 is a Hazardous Household Waste collection event in the New Garden Township maintenance building.  Another will be held on Saturday, Oct. 13 at the Government Services Center in West Chester.  A flyer is available to indicate what can and cannot be taken to the collection.

Open Forum.  

None.
Business.
Authorize/not Authorize advertisement for Ordinance 163-2012; speed limit.  
The ordinance was read.  It establishes a speed limit of 35 mph on Talbotsville, Icedale, Mill, Meadville, and Forrest Roads.
Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to authorize advertisement of Ordinance 163-2012, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor; motion carries.
Discuss/Authorize water filtration system.

Toni Antonini reviewed the quotes that were submitted to the township per Joe Fenstermacher’s suggestion to get multiple bids.  One vendor came in with a bid half the price of the other.  The vendor with lower bid is the one who installed the system.  A 6% sales tax is on that quote, but the township is exempt from sales tax.  Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to accept the lower bid for the water filtration system, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor; motion carries.
Approve/not Approve TPN #22-10-9 for Land Preservation purchase.
Michael France, chairman of Land Preservation committee, reviewed this farm which the committee recommends for approval.  It is surrounded by other preserved farms, which is good for continuity.  The appraisal price is coming in extremely low.  The cost of farmland is going up and developable land going down.  The township is benefitting from the last few bids.  The finances for preservation have been provided on the committee’s recommendation provided to the board.
Mike France also noted that the committee has been requested to provide a placard to the farms that have been preserved.  The Honey Brook landscape logo would be nice to use for that purpose.  
Joe Fenstermacher asked for the current financials of the Land Preservation Committee.  
Toni Antonini advised she provided them to the board prior to the meeting in the format requested by John McHugh.

John Goodall, Brandywine Conservancy, pointed out that the numbers are the way they’re stated on the proposal in the board’s information pack.  
Joe Fenstermacher advised he would like to see the numbers in spreadsheet format.  At this point, Toni Antonini provided it to him.
John McHugh noted that in the past, Mike Brown used a worksheet to push out the numbers with various scenarios.  

Toni Antonini noted that a table will now be added to the Land Preservation Committee minutes so that members of the public can see them.  

John McHugh noted that the annual Land Preservation revenue is $600,000.  Annual payments for the loan currently in payout is $360,000/year for six farms preserved in 2011.  Payments for existing projects, are $164,641.70, and is interest-free.  There were collection and other fees of $15,000, $23,000, and so on.  All of which leaves a surplus on the annual collection amount.
John Goodall noted that three farms have come to the Land Preservation Committee for approval this year; this one makes a 4th.  The buffer, currently $495,000 in surplus, accrues monthly.  But these projects take 9 months to complete.
John McHugh asked why the Township would max the loan out.
John Goodall stated that that is for the township to decide.  These are just the numbers as they are.

Joe Fenstermacher noted that the loan is at a fixed rate.  He asked why the township would take the whole loan.
John McHugh stated that we have a healthy fund of cash, but we still have to make a determination about making payment.

Lew Wertley asked John Goodall if he saw the money being used with what’s coming down the pike.
John Goodall stated that historically, it’s a guesstimation.  Honey Brook Township is #1 in the county in advocation and farms elected to be preserved.  The township has great soils, ranked very high.  1,000 acres are currently selling their development rights.  He stated he would not be surprised to see more.  It’s the same as when the Land Preservation fund was started; we asked, “What if nobody comes?” The people will come.  

Joe Fenstermacher stated that it seemed like a lot of money to carry, especially when there is 9 months from start to closing.  

John Goodall stated that the money was not there for the 6 farms initially, but money  accrued before the time of the closings.  We’re chipping away at that money, but it’s been accruing all that time as well.  If the sellers were willing to do a 5-year payout, that  would still leave a surplus from the tax income of more than $11,000.

John McHugh noted that this is a recommendation but we still had to decide what to do.  It’s still the outstanding question as what the taxpayers are paying for.

Lew Wertley suggested that the board members attend the next Land Preservation Committee meeting.  He asked if the township could  take advantage of the low per-acre pricing.  He asked if the township wants to pay that money down or if it wants to strike while the fire’s hot.  It’s time for us to make a determination.

Mike France stated that the best time to make a determination is now.  We’ve talked about that. 

Joe Fenstermacher asked since there is a year between initialization and finalization, if the value changes, does it have an impact on the final amount by the end of the process?

John Goodall stated that once the appraisal comes in and both parties agree, that is the set price.  The farm is surveyed (taking another 3 months), and then the closing date is established.  Then we’re at 9 months.

Joe Fenstermacher asked if once the price per acre is locked in before the land values are not fully determined.
John Goodall stated once they sign the agreement the price is locked in.  The township can hire an appraiser too if they think the value is too low.  

Joe Fenstermacher asked how long the farmers have to accept the offer.
John Goodall advised they have 30 days to accept, challenge, or deny the offer.

Joe Fenstermacher asked if it was the case that the farmer cannot challenge it after they accept it.
John Goodall stated that’s correct.

Bob Witters, of Tel Hai, asked if there was a waiting list of farms.

John Goodall stated that yes, about 1000 acres’ worth.  Honey Brook Township has gone out and looked for challenge grants at the county and federal level.  For every 25 cents spent, the township has brought in 75 cents.  He stated it is not about taking the $1.2 million and spending it right now, it’s about using it wisely.

John McHugh stated that there is a list of all the farms with the easements and programs each one has participated in, listing the money that township and others put into them.  There are also donation farms.  Donating rights as preservation equals tax break for owner.
Lew Wertley suggested the board members attend the next Land Preservation meeting, September 18, 2012 at 7 p.m.  
John Goodall noted that the block of contiguous preserved land is 541 acres.  That’s a big chunk of land; as a square mile is 640 acres.

Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to approve TPN #22-10-9 for Land Preservation purchase, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor; motion carries.

Approve/Not Approve waiver of land development for Berks County radio project, TPN #22-2-117-E.  
Lew Wertley noted that there is already a Pennsylvania Turnpike-owned tower where this project is proposed.  It is for a new emergency wireless system in Berks County.  The Turnpike Commission has given their permission.  The only thing we have to do is to either allow the project without Land Development or make them do Land Development.

Mike Reinert noted that some other towers for the project are already under construction; this is the last one.  The majority of the projects in Berks have had their Land Development requirements waived.  

Joe Fenstermacher asked what the project’s tower would be used for.
Mike Reinert advised the project’s intent is to improve the frequency for emergency service calls throughout Berks county.  It is related to the recent radio upgrades.

John McHugh asked if there was any problem for the project not going through Land Development.
Mike Reinert stated that he didn’t see any major concerns given stormwater would be addressed and it’s generally a courtesy for local government to waive land development for another governmental agency.  He also noted that township solicitor John Good had weighed in, stating that the project would not have to go through Land Development.  The Planning Commission recommends a waiver from Land Development.  The installers will be filing a stormwater management plan.
Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to waive Land Development for the Berks County radio tower project at 22-2-117-E, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor; motion carries.  
Act 167 model ordinance.  
Mike Reinert advised that the township engineers have been attending meetings with Chester County Water Resources Authority related to the County wide 167 plan.  All municipalities in the County are part of this process.  A stormwater management plan needs to be created for every watershed in Chester County as required by Act 167.  Instead of looking at each individual watershed in the County, the Authority took the initiative to create a single 167 plan and model ordinance for all municipalities involved.  Honey Brook Township is a part of the Brandywine and Conestoga watersheds.  The Authority is looking for public comment on the model ordinance before Aug. 31 prior to submission to the DEP.  The township engineers have been preparing comments along the way as part of the process  
Joe Fenstermacher asked what expense was incurred for the engineers to put together the comments.
Mike Reinert stated that from day one they’d been providing comments, which were more of a technical issue, part of the engineering services provided for the township.

Joe Fenstermacher asked if the Chesapeake watershed was different from the Delaware watershed and what percentage of township waters went to both.

Mike Reinert noted that the northern portion of Welsh Mountain and southwestern portion of the Township is part of the Conestoga watershed and the rest of the township waters were part of the Brandywine watershed.  The majority of the Township drains to the Delaware River with the Conestoga draining to the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

John McHugh made a motion to approve having the Township Engineers submit comments on behalf of the Township as part of the Act 167 model ordinance, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher.  All in favor; motion carries.
Authorize/not Authorize advertisement for Ordinance 164-2012 Western Chester County Council of Government (WCC COG) Ordinance/Agreement.
The advertisement would allow Honey Brook Township to be a part of this organization.  Joe Fenstermacher made a motion to authorize advertisement of Ordinance 164-2012, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor; motion carries.
Final Open Forum.
John McHugh mentioned a recent meeting held in conjunction with the Chester County Conservation District.  The minutes were sent, but he is not satisfied with the content.  Comments were made about it, but he still doesn’t think the revision reflected the comments that were made.    
Joe Fenstermacher stated that, overall, the minutes were pretty skimpy.

Bob Witters, Tel Hai, asked how many acres are in the  property just approved for land preservation.

John Goodall stated that there are 57 acres altogether in the parcel; 46 acres are being offered for preservation.

John McHugh announced that tomorrow, August 9, at 7 p.m., a town hall meeting would be held in the Township meeting room for people to come in and voice concerns & opinions and is a time for open discussion.  Everyone is welcome. If there is interest, it could be done again.  
A female resident asked where the meeting had been advertised.
John McHugh advised that it hadn’t been.  He had to make sure the room was available for use.  This is not an official regular meeting for the township.  For the next round, notification can be put out for anyone to know about.  Some of the discussions here in the past have taken up a lot of time during the Board of Supervisors meetings.

A male resident asked if there had been a meeting about the Dead Animal Recovery (DAR) facility across the road from his property.  

Lew Wertley mentioned there had been a meeting on August 18 about the DAR facility on Mount Pleasant Road with representatives from Senator Brubaker’s office, the PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the PA Department of Agriculture (Dept. of Ag), and the supervisors.  The bottom line is that the township has no authority to do anything.  Any complaints should be forwarded to the DEP.  

A male resident asked if the township could check to see if the facility was licensed to operate.
Lew Wertley stated that the township cannot do anything at all.  The Dept. of Ag licenses such facilities to operate.    

The male resident stated he’d been checking with people in Washington, who said they’d look into it.

Lew Wertley stated that they were told right out that the township has no right to stick its nose in that business.  The only jurisdiction the township has is over any building they do (SALDO, stormwater management) on site.  According to the EPA, if things have to be corrected, it’s not a township problem, it’s the Dept of Ag’s problem.
Lew Wertley advised the resident that he appreciated his interest.

Rob Vandegriff commented that this [DAR] “mess” borders his mother’s property.

A female resident asked if the township gets notified of any violations.
Lew Wertley stated that it does not.

John Kennedy, Assistant Director at the Southeast branch of the PA DEP in Norristown, said that the township does get the reports.  

Lew Wertley stated the township has not received any yet.  He noted he had asked the Dept of Ag and the DEP what their policy is for Notices of Violation (NoV) issued--is there a report.  They said no.  If NoVs are issued, we can call to ask if they are resolved.

John McHugh stated that citizens who are interested in seeing other DAR facilities open in the region should encourage Senator Brubaker’s office to support them also in order to take the burden off of this one DAR facility in Honey Brook Township.

Joe Fenstermacher stated that an individual farmer can take an animal there.  But if someone is hauling animals for money, the vehicle needs to be licensed.  A little blue truck was seen doing that, they were told to apply for license, they did, and it was issued.  They have a low-key approach.

Rob Vandegriff advised what he had seen has all been trucks and trailers.

Another male resident stated that he was dragging a dead cow up the road with tractor.  If he does it he goes to jail for it, but it’s okay for someone else to do it.  He wondered how it is they can do what they want to do and how is that fair to the rest of us. 
Joe Fenstermacher noted that he thinks the problem with the DAR is education.  Some things are thought of as bad that aren’t; some things are a problem, & some are not.  Some concerns are valid and some are not.

The resident asked why the Board didn’t have a meeting to educate everyone.
Joe Fenstermacher stated that the minutes of the Board of Supervisors meetings and a report about DARs is up on the website.  He expressed his support of the DAR and the science behind it.

The male resident stated that there has not been a violation according to the experts.

Joe Fenstermacher stated that there were pictures taken supposedly on July 16 and the Dept of Ag was there two days before that.  They didn’t see anything wrong and neither did he.  He stated he had grown up on a 180-head cattle farm.  

The male resident stated it wouldn’t be a problem if they were doing it right.  They are not.

Joe Fenstermacher stated that the two agencies involved say it is being run right, the Dept of Ag & the DEP.

John McHugh stated that, done right, yes, this type of facility is a benefit to community.  But what we’ve seen here at this facility is that best management practices (BMPs) needed to be addressed.  

Joe Fenstermacher stated that when scientists and engineers and veterinarians say it is being done right, when all of these people saying there is no problem, he doesn’t think they’re trying to hide anything and he does not see that there is a problem.

The male resident stated that they should all go out to look at the facility.
Lew Wertley stated that they’d been told by the farmer that they’re not allowed to be on the property.

Joe Fenstermacher stated that he knows a Dept of Ag veterinarian who is a close personal friend of his family.  He brought up these points, and for every one, that person has come back with a fair rebuttal to the problems.  

John McHugh asked Emmanuel Stoltzfus, who was present at the meeting, if he would be willing to have people come out to take a look at the facility.
Emmanuel Stoltzfus stated no, not at this point.  

Joe Fenstermacher asked if Mr. Stoltzfus would be receptive to one or two people coming out to take a look if he also attended.
Emmanuel Stoltzfus stated that he wouldn’t have a problem with that.

Joe Fenstermacher stated that he will take as much time and effort as necessary.

Terry Schmidt, of Pleasant View Rd., asked what the problem was and if there was a time the landowner wanted to put a building up and the township put stop to it.
Lew Wertley advised that the township did not stop them; they applied for grant money to the state and the grant was denied.  The process is the same for anyone, they would have to go through land development for a new building.

Terry Schmidt stated he was under the impression the township was against the building happening.
Lew Wertley stated that the township had not received any plans.

Joe Fenstermacher stated that the building would have solved the problems at the site.  He stated why the PennVEST application was denied; the grant was for  water pollution problems, but PennVEST did not feel that there were problems there.
Lew Wertley stated that the township had not received any information from PennVEST as to the reason for their denying the application.  

Joe Fenstermacher stated that he got the information from the Dept of Ag.

Bob Witters, Tel Hai, asked if any complaints aired at the town hall meeting would result in anything happening.  
John McHugh stated that he would like to know what the issues are from the residents and what they are concerned about.  

Upcoming Meetings:

August 21st – Parks and Recreation (7:00 pm)


August 23rd – Planning Commission Regular Meeting (7:00 pm)


September 12th – Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting (6:30 pm)

Motion by John McHugh, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 7:38 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
________________

 
Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy
Recording Secretary
