August 11, 2010
The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Supervisors Joe Fenstermacher, Don Johnson and Lew Wertley were present.

Consent agenda.  Minutes of July 14th; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report; Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Lew Wertley, to approve the consent agenda.  In favor—Wertley, Fenstermacher.  Abstain—Johnson (conflict).  Motion carries.

Treasurer’s Report as of 07/31/2010
	Assets--Gen Fund
	420,922
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$68,317.28

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	851,933
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$43,114.96

	Assets--Op Reserve
	350,615
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	380,601
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$25,946.09

	Assets--Land Pres
	698,721
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$88.24

	Total Assets
	$2,702,791
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$109.49

	
	 
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	

	Gen Fund--Recreation
	37,291
	
	
	

	Land Pres Fund
	698,721
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$118.85

	
	
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$47,438.58

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	46,716
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	905,194
	
	

	Liabilites--Op Reserve
	0
	
	

	Liabilities--State Fund
	72,646
	
	

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	209,157
	
	

	Total Liabilities
	$1,233,713
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts
	$28,525.78

	Equity--Gen Fund
	374,206
	
	Land Pres Fund Expenditures
	$673.07

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	-53,261
	
	
	

	Equity--Op Reserve
	350,615
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	

	Equity--State Fund
	307,955
	
	Assets
	$194,243.04 

	Equity--Land Pres
	489,564
	
	Liabilities
	$4,300,000.00 

	Total Equity
	$1,469,078
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Less Restricted Acct
	526,854
	
	
	

	Working Capital
	$942,224
	
	
	


Departmental Reports.  Don Johnson announced that line painting, street paving and sealcoat were upcoming projects in the Township.  He also announced that a storm sewer project on Mill Road at West Walnut Road would be upcoming.
Announcements.  Sgt. Daniels of the State Police presented the traffic statistics for police activity in the Township for July.  He noted a total 105 police incidents, of which 23 were Part 1 criminal offenses, 12 for traffic stops (1 fatality), 1 burglary, 1 motor vehicle theft, and the rest were noncriminal calls.  Sgt. Daniels also reminded residents to lock up personal vehicles and homes.  
Open Forum.  There were no comments during open forum.

Business

Aqua Pennsylvania Application for Special Exception .  Heath Eddy, Director of Planning & Zoning, explained the application was for the replacement of a water tank on the utility’s property on Rocklyn Station Road, which is considered a nonconforming use.  The zoning ordinance allows for the expansion of nonconforming uses with a special exception approval by the Zoning Hearing Board. 
Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to adopt a position of support for the Special Exception request.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Land Preservation Presentation.  John McHugh, Land Preservation Committee Chairman, presented a report on the current preservation numbers for the Township land preservation fund and the need to seek a bank loan to proceed existing and future agricultural easement applications that are approved for purchase through the County’s agricultural easement purchase program.  Mr. McHugh noted that some of the data is still in progress and that a final version of the presentation will be made at the September Board meeting, which would include proposals offered by several banks in the County to provide funding assistance.  
Resolution 9-2010 (fees for verification of permit extensions as per Act 46 of 2010).  Lew Wertley questioned the need for this Resolution.  Heath Eddy explained that under Act 46, recently adopted by the State Legislature and signed by the Governor, all building permits and land development approvals that were either expired or would expire between December 31, 2008 and July 1, 2013 were automatically extended to July 2, 2013, but that the Act allows municipalities to charge a fee if a permit holder were to request a verification that their permit had in fact qualified for the extension.  The Act allows for a $100 fee for residential permits and $500 for commercial permits.  The Supervisors collectively agreed that, at the present time, there was no need to adopt a verification fee, though it could be revisited if requests were in fact numerous and required significant staff time to comply.   

Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to not adopt Resolution 9-2010 at this time.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Margaret Faulkner Minor Subdivision.  Lew Wertley asked why the motion was written the way it was, without the word “conditional” as the Planning Commission included in their recommendation.  Heath Eddy noted that the Planning Commission regularly recommends “conditional” approvals based on the recommendations and outstanding issues in the Township Engineer’s review letter.  In this case the Board is looking to vote to approve with a condition to comply with comments in the Township Engineer’s review letter, so it’s a question of conditional approval or approval with conditions.  

Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve waivers to Sections 22-502.D.1.a, 502.D.1.b, 502.D.1.b.3, 503.A.4, 503.B.4, 503.D, 503.D.1.d, 503.E (per stormwater), 621 (pertaining to setting of corner monuments), and 627, based on the findings in the Planning Commission minutes.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to approve the Margaret Faulkner Minor Subdivision, based on plans drawn by Lake Roeder Hillard & Associated, dated 6/1/2010, last revised 8/4/2010, and based on the recommendations of the Township Engineer dated 7/19/2010.  All in favor. Motion carries.

Request for modification of escrow posting for McElhenny Subdivision Phase 2.  Heath Eddy stated that Dave McElhenny is looking to record the second phase of a subdivision originally approved in 2003, but would prefer to defer providing the entire financial security for this phase until building permits are pulled for the 2 lots in the phase.  The subdivision includes no public improvements and most of the financial security is for on-site stormwater facilities that would not be constructed until building permits are applied for.  The Township Engineer provided a financial security recommendation that splits the required elements by the individual lots with a third line for the common facilities needed for both lots.  The totals are

Lot 3 Improvements

$6, 324.62


Lot 4 Improvements

$20,155.80


Common Facilities

$2,530.33

Lew Wertley asked Dave McElhenny about the nature of the request.  Mr. McElhenny noted that the financial security could be posted to the full extent if required but he felt it would not do any good to “tie up” money in an account for some years, because he did not plan to apply for building permits for several years.  

Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve a modification to the escrow submission to enable the owner to post a minimum deposit of $2,530.33 (for the common facilities) with the balance of the escrow to be provided at the time of the building permit application, on a per lot basis.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Fireworks Permitting Policy.  Tabled until a later date.

Future Administration Policy.  Lew Wertley stated that there is a difference of opinion on the Board about how to proceed following the departure of the former Township Manager.  Mr. Wertley stated that Mr. Fenstermacher does not see the need for a Township Manager, while Mr. Johnson thinks we should wait for awhile, at least until the start of 2011, to see how the administration of the Township is proceeding with current staff in place.  Mr. Wertley stated that he believes a Township Manager is absolutely essential as the public face of the Township, and to provide direction for staff.  Mr. Fenstermacher and Mr. Johnson believe it is not essential and would like to proceed with current staff in place for 6 months.
Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to approve the appointment of Township Admin/Secretary/Treasurer, with the condition that the Board will advertise and will revisit for the possible position of Township Manager in 6 months.  In favor:  Fenstermacher, Johnson.  Opposed: Wertley.  Motion carries.
Selection of IT Consultant.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Lew Wertley, to select Greg Lownes as the Township’s IT consultant per the proposal dated 7/30/2010.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Any Other Matter.  Mike Hiller asked if it was okay to utilize the baseball fields at Umble Park for a Twin Valley Baseball Tournament on the upcoming Saturday from 8 am to 6 pm.  He noted that the Twin Valley Little League was not using the fields that day.  Don Johnson stated that he felt the only restriction was to not use the public announcement system until 12 pm at the earliest.  Mr. Hiller stated that would be no problem.
Upcoming Meetings:

August 26th – Planning Commission (7:00 pm)


September 8th – BoS regular meeting (5:30 pm)
Executive session.  The Board announced it would meet in executive session after the regular business meeting to discuss personnel matters.
The meeting adjourned at 6:49 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
________________

 
Heath Eddy, AICP 
Recording Secretary









