









October 10, 2012

The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 6:33 p.m.  Supervisors Lew Wertley, John McHugh, and Joe Fenstermacher were present, as was Township Administrator Antoinette Antonini and Township Engineer Michael Reinert.

In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that the meeting was being filmed by Scott Stilson of 275 Vincent Drive.

Consent agenda.  

Minutes of the September 12, 2012 regular meeting; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report; Motion by John McHugh to approve the consent agenda, provided the typographical errors within the minutes were corrected as provided to Toni Antonini, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Treasurer’s Report as of September 30, 2012
	
	
	Sep-12
	
	

	
	
	Treasurer's Report
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Assets--Gen Fund
	947,813
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$207,939.80

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	943,806
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$62,175.41

	Assets--Op Reserve
	350,381
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	128,484
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$25,985.15

	Assets--Land Pres
	1,288,400
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$62,587.02

	Total Assets
	$3,658,883
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$51.07

	Assets in Restricted Account
	 
	
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	$0.00

	Gen Fund--Recreation
	68,693
	
	
	

	Gen Fund--Hlth Reimb
	10,220
	
	
	

	Land Pres Fund
	1,288,400
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$38.33

	
	
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$2,226.54

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	96,954
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	941,097
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts
	$44,588.55

	Liabilites--Op Reserve
	0
	
	Land Pres Fund Expenditures
	$27,671.90

	Liabilities--State Fund
	79,288
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	339,935
	
	
	

	Total Liabilities
	$1,457,274
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	

	
	
	
	Assets
	$17,294

	Equity--Gen Fund
	850,859
	
	Liabilities
	$4,103,972

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	2,709
	
	
	

	Equity--Op Reserve
	350,381
	
	Land Preservation (Loan)
	

	Equity--State Fund
	49,195
	
	Assets
	$0.00

	Equity--Land Pres
	948,465
	
	Liabilities
	$1,340,255.81

	Total Equity
	$2,201,609
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Suplee Turnback (State)
	

	Less Restricted Acct
	1,027,379
	
	Assets
	$129,909.71

	Working Capital
	$1,174,230
	
	Expenses
	$0.00


Departmental Reports.  

Roadmaster Don Johnson:   Roads Department is behind on line painting due to weather.  The work is currently slated for the week of Oct. 22, weather permitting.
Announcements.  

John McHugh announced that the Parks & Recreation Committee submitted their proposed programs and budget for FY2013.  This can be viewed in their September minutes.

Joe Fenstermacher attended the PP&L open house regarding the high tension lines substation project. PP&L have established a route and will offer fair market value to landowners.  John Levinsky, PP&L representative, was amenable to meeting with supervisors per Mike France along with landowners to make it easier on them in understanding this project.

John McHugh will be attending the October 24, 2012 WCC COG meeting.  Election of officers will be done at this meeting.

Open Forum.  

Deputy Chief, Robert Klinger, Jr., of the Honey Brook Fire Company, provided the September report to the Board of Supervisors.  The summary of the report’s contents:  27 fire calls and 129 EMT calls were made, totaling 17 hours of service, 11 in Honey Brook Township.  Over 2,500 man hours were put in for the month, ranging from drills to fire calls.  The HBFC is on track to break all records for the year.  He also stated it was  National Fire Prevention Week and fire safety tips will be on its website.  On October 19th the HBFC will provide a fire prevention program at the HBEC and a fire drill will be held at Tel Hai on October 24th.  The HBFC recently met with an ISO agency which governs insurance rates (the last such meeting was in 1997), they should be reaching out to the township administration at the beginning of year.

Greg Linsky, Walking Trail Committee Chair and Physical Education teacher at Honey Brook Elementary Center, on behalf of Jamie Whye, Principal of Honey Brook Elementary Center, submitted a draft proposal to the Board of Supervisors regarding the Elementary School/Library trail project.  The center is looking to partner with Honey Brook Township’s Parks & Recreation Committee to build a walking path around the school and potentially to the Honey Brook Library.  The trail committee is looking for Township and community support.  Their intent is to get quotes on the cost of constructing this trail from two companies.  Packets were distributed to the Board of Supervisors outlining both school and community benefits.  One estimate provided is on the school’s part of the trail.  The other estimate is for the trail to extend all the way to the Honey Brook Library.  

Business.
Rockville Mennonite Church Conditional Use Hearing.  

John Good, Township Solicitor, called the conditional use hearing to order at 6:43 p.m.  Court reporter William Handy recorded.  Mr. Good provided a brief explanation of the application and allowed the applicants to expand upon how they intend to operate the proposed school use.  The Planning Commission had reviewed the application at their last meeting and the Township Engineer conducted a zoning review, which was cited in a letter dated September 19, 2012.  The Planning Commission was in favor of granting the conditional use provided an inspection of the building was done by the Township prior to issuance of a use and occupancy permit and complying with the Township Engineer’s review letter.

Lew Wertley asked if the Board was amenable to approving the conditional use based on compliance with the Township Engineer’s review letter dated September 19, 2012, requiring the applicant to apply for and obtain a use and occupancy permit from the Township for the proposed school use subject to the review and approval of the Township Building Code Official (BCO) including satisfying any and all life/safety and code issues related to the existing building, and compliance with all other local, State and Federal regulations for the school use.

Joe Fenstermacher made motion to approve the Conditional Use for Rockville Mennonite Church with the conditions outlined above.  John McHugh seconded.  All in favor.  Motion passes.  The hearing was concluded at 6:57.

The meeting was briefly suspended at 6:58 p.m.  Solicitor John Good and court reporter left meeting as did Township Engineer Mike Reinert.

The meeting reconvened at 7:02 p.m.

Bill Gladden/John Theilacker—Brandywine Headwaters Preservation Program.

John Theilacker of Brandywine Conservancy and Bill Gladden Director of Chester County Open Space Preservation Department, provided a power point presentation about the successful open space preservation program in Chester County and Honey Brook Township in particular.  80% of the Township consists of the best non-irrigated farmland soils in the county.  The Brandywine Creek headwaters form in the Township.  Honey Brook is culturally unique, as 70% of the farmland in the Township is owned by plain sect, or Amish.  A task force was created with help from Brandywine Conservancy for comp plan update, which includes community values survey, asking if residents would be willing to pay something to preserve open space.  A cost of community services study was conducted to evaluate what kind of costs would be brought in services and revenue with additional residents.  Farms cost the township $0.06 in services per $1.00 of revenue versus development (houses) cost the township $1.07 in services for every $1.00 of revenue.  In 2007 a referendum question was presented as part of the election and a dedicated Open Space Tax was approved at that time.  Approximately $600,000 per year is generated by this tax.  Additional information was provided about the program and a number of questions were entertained from the Board and from the public related to funding.

The Board agreed that this is a beneficial program and would look toward supporting this program now and in the future.  The Board was also appreciative of the information provided and their continued relationship with the Brandywine Conservancy.

Approve/not Approve Tax Parcel Number #22-7-9.3 (47.9 acres) for the Challenge Grant Program.

Joe Fenstermacher advised these two farms were discussed and recommended at Land Preservation meeting.  Joe Fenstermacher motion to approve Tax Parcel Number 22-7-9.3 for Challenge Grant program; seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Approve/not Approve Tax Parcel Number #22-10-1.1 (73.3 acres) Challenge Grant Program.
Joe Fenstermacher made motion to approve Tax Parcel Number 22-10-1.1 for Challenge Grant program seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  John McHugh asked for Land Preservation balance numbers.  

Authorize/not Authorize participation in the Chester County Challenge Grant Program and $500,000.00 certification. 

John Goodall of Brandywine Conservancy explained this is the County 50/50 match program for Land Preservation.  Mr. Fenstermacher asked if this program differs from the Brandywine Headwaters Preservation Program previously presented.  Mr. Goodall responded they are two different programs; the Challenge Grant program is the program the two farms just approved previously on the agenda were a part of with the County.  Mr. Fenstermacher asked if this was recommended by Land Preservation committee. Mike France, Land Preservation Chair, stated that the Land Preservation committee voted unanimously to recommend $500,000 to the program.  This money commitment would allow other farms to be preserved that otherwise wouldn’t qualify for the Challenge Grant program.

Joe Fenstermacher made motion to approve.  Seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor. Motion carries.

Appoint/not appoint Fran Atkins and Veanna Baxter to serve on Honey Brook Community Library Board.

John McHugh made motion to appoint; 

Joe Fenstermacher had one concern about one of the persons outside the area serviced by the library.  John noted Honey Brook Community Library serves 4 municipalities. West Nantmeal, West Caln, Honey Brook Borough and Honey Brook Township.  The appointees sometimes serve on behalf of other municipalities if need be due to the lack of volunteers.

Joe Fenstermacher seconded motion.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Authorize dollar amount for supplies for Candy Drop/Pumpkin Painting Oct. 20th event.

This would be the last 2012 event sponsored by Parks & Recreation Committee.  Joe looked at prices for 150 small to medium pumpkins, about $1.50 a piece.  There was no action needing to be taken on this topic as Joe Fenstermacher offered to make up the difference per pumpkin plus candy as donation.  Beth McHugh picked up brushes/sponges.  Jeanna Norris, Honey Brook Elementary School art teacher, donating paint.
Final Open Forum.

Mike France thanked John Theilacker & Bill Gladden for their presentation.

Bob Witters, Tel Hai, inquired to DAR engineering bill.  Toni advised letters have gone out to all accounts over 90 days delinquent.  

John McHugh mentioned town hall meeting in early December either at Township building or Honey Brook Elementary Center.   No further details at this time.

Land Preservation committee voted down waiving the first $5,000.00 of wages for Land Preservation Open Space EIT.  Mike France stated it was felt that in theory this was positive but it all came down to the cost of carrying it out.  John McHugh suggested $25 rebate on EIT and requested Toni to come up with cost.  Solicitor stated this was unable to be done.  

Upcoming Meetings:


October 18-- Park and Recreation Meeting (7:00 pm)

October 25 – Planning Commission Regular Meeting (7:00 pm)


November 14 – Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting (6:30 pm)

Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:11 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

________________

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy

Recording Secretary

