









November 10, 2010
The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 5:34 p.m.  Supervisors Lew Wertley, Don Johnson and Joe Fenstermacher were present.  
Consent agenda.  Minutes of October 13th and November 3rd; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report; Lew Wertley added a clarification to the minutes that the salary adjustment for the Director of Planning Zoning would be reviewed for possible adjustment in the next budget year, with no objection from Mr. Fenstermacher or Mr. Johnson.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Lew Wertley, to approve the consent agenda.  In favor—Wertley, Fenstermacher.  Abstain—Johnson (conflict).  Motion carries.

Treasurer’s Report as of 10/31/2010
	Assets--Gen Fund
	573,343
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$126,367.13

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	866,531
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$151,114.23

	Assets--Op Reserve
	350,961
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	262,000
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$25,953.28

	Assets--Land Pres
	416,019
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$4,236.58

	Total Assets
	$2,468,856
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$111.52

	Assets in Restricted Account
	 
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	$0.00

	Gen Fund--Recreation
	37,327
	
	
	

	Land Pres Fund
	416,019
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$83.25

	
	
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$12,406.68

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	73,260
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	916,055
	
	

	Liabilites--Op Reserve
	0
	
	

	Liabilities--State Fund
	72,646
	
	

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	208,484
	
	

	Total Liabilities
	$1,270,445
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts
	$26,637.98

	Equity--Gen Fund
	500,083
	
	Land Pres Fund Expenditures
	$804.88

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	-49,524
	
	
	

	Equity--Op Reserve
	350,961
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	

	Equity--State Fund
	189,354
	
	Assets
	$194,309.36 

	Equity--Land Pres
	207,535
	
	Liabilities
	$4,300,000.00 

	Total Equity
	$1,198,410
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Less Restricted Acct
	244,863
	
	
	

	Working Capital
	$953,547
	
	
	


Departmental Reports.  Don Johnson noted that linepainting had been completed.  There was less done this year than in previous years because the cost of paint more than doubled.  Mr. Johnson also stated that the public works crew was working on the sanitary sewer connection with the pump station on the administrative office site, and would also begin work on the storm sewer project on West Walnut Road near Mill Road.
Toni Antonini noted the addition of items for the agenda.
Announcements.  

Township Offices are closed November 11th (Veterans Day) and November 25th (Thanksgiving Day).
Open Forum.  .
John McHugh noted that there was an advertisement in the Tri-County Advertiser that had provided incorrect numbers for the earned income tax that was also a part of this meeting’s agenda.  He also noted the anniversary of the US Marine Corps.  Lew Wertley stated that the ordinance up for consideration tonight was simply to change the company that would be processing the EIT from Berkheimer to Keystone under the requirements of Act 32.
Lisa (name?) stated that there was a noise problem in her neighborhood (Autumn Ridge) and that the disturbance was causing her health problems.  She noted that the township code referred to corrective action, but wondered who would be responsible for taking action.  The code also requires the measurement of noise levels.  Her attempts to contact the State Police were not useful as they deferred to the Township to address the problems.  Lew Wertley asked staff for input.  Toni Antonini noted that this was an ongoing enforcement issue and that she had worked with the State Police to try to provide some assistance in terms of disturbing the peace.  Heath Eddy noted that the Township does not have a sound meter, so enforcement is problematic, but should consider getting one.  The primary issue here is one of timing and ability to enforce.  One of the local offenders has been contacted and is working with staff to resolve the issue.  But the other is on-road noise that is almost impossible to enforce.  However, staff will continue working with the neighbors to resolve the problems.

David Ramage questioned the necessity of the land preservation program during these tough economic times.  Lew Wertley stated that now was the time to continue the land preservation effort, to lock in preserved land as an alternative to converting it into residential development, which is a loser from the tax vs. services ratio.  Mr. Ramage also had a question about the EIT ordinance, which was covered earlier.

Doug Martin stated that he felt the open space tax was adopted under shady circumstances.  Lew Wertley stated the ordinance that affected the tax was created only after the tax was adopted by referendum.  Mr. Martin stated that he thought the election was shady, that the elderly had caused it to be adopted.  Mr. Wertley noted that the election results indicate that the referendum was won because of majority ‘yes’ voted on the north side of the Township, and that the south side of the Township, where the larger elderly communities were located, actually had a majority ‘no’ vote.  

Joann Guiseppe stated that she liked the new shades on the windows behind the Board.  

Joe Fenstermacher noted that there were several objections to a currently operating animal composting operation in the Township, and he wanted to see if the operators could discuss and possibly address those issues, which were primarily to do with the smell emanating from the site.  

The operator of the site, (NAME?) stated that the reason for animal composting is due to concern over the potential contamination of animal feed during the rendering process.  The current site includes a new rotary digester to increase the speed of composting.  Unfortunately the digesting process creates odor during the turning of the materials which is required.  The site is fairly secluded and the compost is used by local farmers.  The permit process is authorized by the Department of Agriculture and the DEP.  The operator is working on the smell issue.  One of the nearby residents noted that having lived near a chicken farm, this operation can smell bad on about 6 days during the summer but is no worse than the smell of a chicken farm and is not more intense than when farmers apply manure.  

Mr. Fenstermacher stated that he talked to several neighbors and noted that women seemed to object more to the smell than men, though the neighbors did like being able to take their dead animals to the site for free.
The operator stated that they hope to eliminate the smell via the rotary drum, which would create an interior temperature of up to 160 degrees, though he conceded that venting would be needed and produce an odor.  The objective is to reduce the overall smell.  The switch to the rotary process would be gradual.  Right now there are 20-30 animals per week, though the state permit allows for unlimited production. 

Business

Public Hearing for Ordinance #154-2010 (Act 32 new Earned Income Tax Enactments)/Adoption of Ordinance #154-2010.  The public hearing was opened at 6:10 pm.  Lew Wertley stated that under Act 32 the County was consolidating EIT collection into one agency as a first step toward eventually having 1 tax collection agency for all tax collections.  The new firm for EIT collections was Keystone, and the Ordinance was to be adopted to designate the new collector.  That is the only change under the Ordinance.  

Joann Guiseppe asked if there would still need to be 2 checks sent, as is now.  Lew Wertley stated that the EIT collection would be handled by 1 agency, so there should only be 1 payment.

There being no other public comment, the public hearing was closed at 6:15 pm.

Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher to adopt Ordinance #154-2010.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Authorize advertising for Ordinance #155-2010 (Land Preservation Loan).  Lew Wertley stated that this Ordinance was to complete the requirements of state law to authorize a general obligation note for land preservation purposes to be repaid using future EIT receipts to the land preservation fund, with DNB First as the loan originator.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to authorize advertising for a public hearing for Ordinance #155-2010, with the hearing date set as November 17th at 8:30 am.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  
Adopt/not adopt Resolution #9-2010 (Township Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan).  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to adopt Resolution #9-2010.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Adopt/not adopt Resolution #14-2010 Endorsing the Brandywine-Struble Greenway Initiative.  Heath Eddy stated that this resolution was to support participation by the Township in a multi-municipal planning initiative to create a regional greenway plan for the coordinated preservation of the Brandywine Creek-Struble Creek greenway.  The plan would be funded via a grant from the William Penn Foundation, and Heath Eddy would be the Township representative to coordination meetings.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to adopt Resolution #14-2010.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Authorize advertising for Ordinance #156-2011 (RC and SCC district amendments).  Heath Eddy stated that this Ordinance was to make some revisions to provide additional flexibility for subdivision in the RC-Resource Conservation District by removing the precautionary slopes (areas of 15-25% slope) from the ‘net out’ requirement; creating a separate ‘minimum net lot area’ requirement with a ‘minimum gross lot area’ requirement in the RC District; and by changing the Steep Slope Conservation District requirement of an ‘average slope’ to a set of development disturbance limits and providing additional development standards for single family dwellings on precautionary slopes.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to authorize advertising for Ordinance #156-2011.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Authorize advertisement of FY2011 budget.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to authorize advertisement of the FY 2011 budget.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Any Other Matter.  
Tom Imperato stated that his company, Keystone Custom Homes, was in negotiations with the bank receiver of Whitehorse Glen to take over ownership and development of the site.  He would like to speak with the Board of Supervisors to discuss potential changes to the original land development approval.  Lew Wertley stated that the Board response is the same with every potential developer of the site, that they are willing to work with the new developer given the existing infrastructure in place.  
Upcoming Meetings:

November 16th – Land Preservation Committee (6:30 pm)


November 17th – BoS special meeting (8:30 am)


November 18th – Planning Commission (7:00 pm)


December 8th – BoS regular meeting (5:30 pm)
Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 6:33 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
________________

 
Heath Eddy, AICP 
Recording Secretary









