









December 8, 2010
The regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 5:32 p.m.  Supervisors Lew Wertley, Don Johnson and Joe Fenstermacher were present.  
Consent agenda.  Minutes of November 10th and 17th; bills/receipts; treasurer’s report; Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Lew Wertley, to approve the consent agenda.  In favor—Wertley, Fenstermacher.  Abstain—Johnson (conflict).  Motion carries.

Treasurer’s Report as of 11/30/2010
	Assets--Gen Fund
	490,691
	
	General Fund Receipts
	$79,747.63

	Assets--Cap Reserve
	908,290
	
	General Fund Expenditures
	$34,928.07

	Assets--Op Reserve
	351,084
	
	
	

	Assets--State Fund
	249,684
	
	Cap Reserve Receipts
	$45,995.23

	Assets--Land Pres
	370,218
	
	Cap Reserve Expenditures
	$3,075.18

	Total Assets
	$2,369,968
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Op Reserve Receipts
	$123.10

	Assets in Restricted Account
	 
	Op Reserve Expenditures
	$0.00

	Gen Fund--Recreation
	37,341
	
	
	

	Land Pres Fund
	370,218
	
	State Fund Receipts
	$90.67

	
	
	
	State Fund Expenditures
	$1,560.00

	Liabilities--Gen Fund
	74,560
	
	
	

	Liabilities--Cap Reserve
	939,388
	
	Land Pres Fund Receipts                $51,784.62               

Land Pres Fund Expenditures         $89,529.23    

	Liabilites--Op Reserve
	0
	
	

	Liabilities--State Fund
	72,646
	
	

	Liabilities--Land Pres
	297,147
	
	

	Total Liabilities
	1,383,741
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Land Pres Loan
	

	Equity--Gen Fund
	416,131
	
	Assets
	

	Equity--Cap Reserve
	-31,098
	
	Liabilities
	

	Equity--Op Reserve
	351,084
	
	
	

	Equity--State Fund
	177,038
	
	Sinking Fund (Loan)
	

	Equity--Land Pres
	73,071
	
	Assets
	$56,663.19

	Total Equity
	986,226
	
	Liabilities
	$4,300,000.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Less Restricted Acct
	407,558
	
	Suplee Turnback
	

	Working Capital
	578,668
	
	Assets
	


Departmental Reports.  Don Johnson stated that the sanitary sewer line to the Township buildings is now connected.  He also noted that the storm sewer project on Walnut Road and Mill Road has started, though it will not be completed until the spring.  

Toni Antonini stated that the paperwork for the Suplee Road turnback agreement with PennDOT has been completed and approved.
Heath Eddy stated the Christina Basin TMDL planning initiative will have a kickoff meeting in West Whiteland Township on December 15th, and that the cost was the same as the previous estimate.

Announcements.  

The Board of Supervisors held an Executive Session to discuss a legal matter prior to tonight’s Board meeting.


Township Offices are closed December 24th (Christmas Eve) and December 31st  (New Years Eve).
Open Forum.  

John McHugh stated that the Land Preservation Committee will be having a meeting on Wednesday, January 19th starting at 7:30 am, and will have a breakfast meeting open to local farmers with presentations and discussions starting at 8:00 am.

Business

Adopt a position on Zook Molasses Variance Application.  Lew Wertley noted there were two recommendations.  Heath Eddy stated that the first one is a request by Zooks Molasses to replace the existing business sign with an electronic changeable face sign, similar to the Stoltzfus Markets sign.  The Zoning Ordinance specifically prohibits this kind of sign, so the applicants need a variance in order to have one.  Joe Fenstermacher asked what kind of standards apply to these signs, and Mr. Eddy responded that the standards are dependent on the manufacturer, rather than any set standards by the Township.  The Planning Commission recommended that the Board oppose this application, but noted in its review that the Township should consider adopting standards that constrict these types of signs, limit the changing of the sign, intensity of light, etc. in order to better manage these signs.  Lew Wertley asked for opinions from the Board.  Don Johnson stated that he agreed with the Planning Commission recommendation, and that the Planning Commission should work on standards for these signs.  Mr. Fenstermacher agreed with that assessment.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher to adopt a position of “oppose” on the variance request to Section 27-1404.F.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
The second recommendation concerns the landscaping buffer.  The applicant previously requested a variance from the Zoning Hearing Board for a bufferyard requirement and the approval included a condition of approval that required landscaping as per a plan included with the original application (under Zoning Order #2001-1).  The applicant completed about half of the landscaping and now wants the Board to waiver the other half of the requirement.  Mr. Wertley asked if the Board of Supervisors could simply disapprove this.  Mr. Eddy stated that the condition was imposed by the Zoning Hearing Board; that the standard for which the variance was approved no longer exists in the Zoning Ordinance; and that the Zoning Hearing Board would have to approve a change to the original condition of approval.  Mr. Johnson stated that the applicant asked the Township to relieve them of the condition and he and the Township Engineer agreed that the condition was a requirement and would need to be completed.  Mr. Wertley further stated that the condition should have been completed already and is now 6 years overdue.  Motion by Don Johnson, seconded by Joe Fenstermacher to oppose the applicant’s request to waive the rest of the landscaping buffer requirement as provided by Zoning Order #2001-1.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Adopt/not adopt FY 2011 Budget.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to adopt the FY 2011 Budget.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  
Planning Guidance on Westbrook Drive.  Lew Wertley stated that this road is in an industrial development and that it was his opinion that the road should be dedicated to the public.  This motion was not for taking dedication but to formally start the process.  Heath Eddy confirmed that the motion was to authorize the Township Engineer to conduct an inspection of the roadway to determine compliance with standards and to set a maintenance requirement.  The recommendations from the Township Solicitor in his letter of October 26, 2010 include that the Township could accept the roadway for dedication and require a maintenance bond at 15% of the cost of completing the roads and keep it until 75% of the lots are developed or waive the 75% requirement and accept the roadway for dedication with a maintenance bond for a period of 18 months from the date of dedication.  Don Johnson indicated for the record that he would only accept the road for dedication at this time if a maintenance bond was held by the Township until 75% of the lots were developed.  Mr. Wertley stated that this would not have to be settled now.  Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to authorize the process leading to accepting dedication of Westbrook Drive, starting with the Township Engineer’s inspection of the roadway and negotiation with the current owner.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Any Other Matter.  
Lew Wertley stated that at the Honey Brook review day on December 4th a local resident asked why there was a rule at the Umble Park not allowing residents to walk their dogs at the park.  Don Johnson suggested that it was probably to prevent anyone leaving a potential mess from their pets.  Mr. Wertley stated that he had no problems changing the policy if it was clear that residents should clean up after their dogs.  Mr. Johnson and Mr. Fenstermacher agreed with this approach.  Township staff will effect the change at the park.
Tel Hai Sewage Planning Module for Phase 2 Expansion.  The Board elected to delay support of a Resolution to forward the planning module to DEP for review.  The Resolution on behalf of the planning module will be proposed for review at the next regular meeting.
Requested Waivers to Whitehorse Glen Approved Plan.  Tom Imperato stated that he submitted a list of potential waiver requests to the approved plan for Whitehorse Glen, and then also added that Keystone Custom Homes would request to eliminate the street light that was proposed for the internal street intersection.  He asked if the Board had any comments or made any determinations as to which requests to approve, given the comments from the Planning Commission at their meeting in November.  
Mr. Wertley suggested that the Board provide input on the items indicated in the comments from the Planning Commission.  In his opinion, Mr. Wertley stated that he would be in favor of eliminating the 6-foot gravel walkway, the tot lot, the internal streetlight, and the parking area near the large play area.  He suggested that the sidewalk on both sides should be kept except for the part of Whitehorse Drive that leads out to Horseshoe Pike.  The street trees should also be kept as is thought he was flexible as to where to plant them provided they were located within the front yard, and the play area should also be kept as is.  As for the rest of the recreational requirements, he suggested that Keystone should provide an additional fee-in-lieu.  Mr. Johnson stated that he agreed with Mr. Wertley.  Mr. Fenstermacher also agreed with the same changes, but wanted to know why Keystone was seeking the changes.  Mr. Imperato stated that the new economic and market reality required that they had to have a pricepoint for the new homes that was feasible, and the requests were made not only for the upfront costs of making improvements but also because of consideration for long term maintenance and insurance costs on the future homeowners association was a cost consideration when the purchase price was considered.  Mr. Wertley asked if that was clear enough direction on the waivers, and Mr. Imperato stated that it was.  He further stated that the name of the development would be changed to “Brandywine Preserve” in order to avoid linking their sales pitch with the name of a failed community.

Upcoming Meetings:

December 16th – Planning Commission (7:00 pm)

January 3rd – BoS Reorganization Meeting and regular meeting (5:30 pm)


January 4th – Auditors Reorganization Meeting (time TBD)
Lew Wertley also stated that the February 9th BoS regular meeting will need to be moved to the following Wednesday, February 16th, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. due to a conflict.
Motion by Joe Fenstermacher, seconded by Don Johnson, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 6:20 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
________________

 
Heath Eddy, AICP 
Recording Secretary









