Honey Brook Township Land Preservation Committee
Regular Meeting

October 3, 2011
The meeting of the Honey Brook Land Preservation Committee was called to order at 6:34 pm.  John McHugh, Chip Jones, Dave Rotelle and Max Dobles were present. Heath Eddy, Director of Planning and Zoning, was also present.  
Minutes

Motion by Dave Rotelle, seconded by Max Dobles, to approve the September meeting minutes.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

New Application Reviews
Heath Eddy presented 2 new applications referred by the County under the Challenge Grant requesting the Township to indicate financial support for both.

1. TPN 22-3-33 and 22-3-37 (total of 54.243 acres)

In meeting with John Goodall and Heath Eddy, the applicant indicated that he would agree to take the Township share of the payment in a 5-year payout.  Assuming an appraised value range of $6,000-$9,000 per acre, the cost to the Township would be in the range of $162,000-$243,000 or $32,400 per year over the payout, plus $5,000-$6,000 in closing costs presumably in around mid-2012.  Mr. Eddy noted that the adjacent farm TPN 22-3-46 was settled at $8,100 per acre and this property will probably have a slightly lower appraisal due to floodplain.


2. TPN 22-3-35.2 and 22-3-33.1 (total of 66.569 acres)

This property is located right next to the other application.  The applicant also agreed to a 5-year payout, though he may used the payout for a like-kind exchange to purchase an adjacent property.  

John McHugh noted that it was good to be able to stretch the payouts over 5 years, and that both farms were in our priority target list.  Dave Rotelle stated that these are the types of applications we are looking for.

Motion by John McHugh, seconded by Chip Jones, to recommend both applications for financial support based on the 5-year payout schedule.  All in favor.  Motion carries.

Land Preservation Presentation

Heath Eddy noted that he attended the Brandywine-Struble Greenway Partnership meeting last Thursday 9/29 and presented on the Township’s Land Preservation Program.  It was noted by Committee members that the presentation would be an excellent way to summarize the program to residents who want to know about it without having to read the full Plan.  John McHugh suggested that the presentation should be put on the Township website.

Committee Membership
John McHugh stated that John R. Stoltzfus was interested in becoming a member of the Committee.  Motion by Dave Rotelle, seconded by Max Dobles, to recommend John R. Stoltzfus as the new member of the Committee to the Board of Supervisors for appointment.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, November 15th at 6:30 pm.
The next meeting will include planning for the Farmer’s Breakfast in January, as well as to develop continual education and promotional programming for the land preservation program.    

Motion by Dave Rotelle, seconded by Max Dobles, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 7:19 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Heath Eddy, AICP

Director of Planning and Zoning/Recording Secretary
