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After  several= years
without a Parks and Rec-
réeation Commiitee, Su-
pervisor John McHugh
asked for volunteers from
the community to reestab-
tish one. The Commit-
tee’s discussions include,
but are not limited to, vari-
ous uses in and for the
James A. Umble Memorial
Park on Suplee Road.
The Committee generates
ideas and recommends
programs to the Board of
Supervisors for their vote.
The first meeting was held
on July 19.

A 10-week summer

tennis camp was held
June 13 to August 22 for
two age groups on the
tennis courts at the Park.
The camp was weli-
received and had 38 par-
ticipants in grades 1-8.

At the September 20
meeting, the Committee
put together a proposed
program for 2013, includ-
ing tennis, golf, basketball,
and pickleball. If you are
not famiiiar with pickleball,
the game is piayed on half
a tennis court with pad-
dles and waffle balls and
was demonstrated during
Harmony Day on Sept. 15.

Parks and Recreation Commitiee Returns

The Parks and Recrea-
tion Committee currently
has five members: lee
Hellers, Beth McHugh,
Therese Mauchline, Deb
Oldham, and Joe
Fenstermacher. Meetings
are held the third Thurs-
day of the month at 7:00
pm in the township admin-
istration building’s meeting
room. Al meetings are
open to the public,

More volunieers are
needed. If you are inter-
ested in serving on or
helping with the Parks &
Recreation  Committee,
contact the Township of-
fice at 610-273-3970.

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions

There are many ques-
tions which frequently
come up at the Township
Administration office.
Here are some answers {o
some of the most fre-
quently asked questions.

Question: "“Who do | call
about my tax bill?”

Answer: This depends
upcn which tax you're
talking about:

ror Township EIT (Earned
Income Tax), or Twin Val-
ley School District taxes,
call Keystone Cotlections
Group (lrwin, PA)} at

724-978-0300. They be-
came the colleciors for
townships and school dis-
tricts in Chester County as
of the fourth quarter in
2010.

For Township or Chester
County real estate tax, call
Berkheimer at 866-300-
1744.

Berkheimer is sfill respon-
sible for all taxes due for
tax year 2009 and prior.

Please note that taxes are

not collected at the Town-
ship Building.

Question: “How do | get
a building permit?"

Answer: Fill out a permit
application, available ei-
ther at the Township Ad-
ministration building or on
the township website,
www.honevybrookiwp.com.
Click on the buiton on the
lefi-hand side that says
‘Forms.” There will be
links to the permit applica-
tions that can be opened
and printed. Building
permits are for such things
as new building construc-
tion, additions/remodeils,

(see Q&A page 2)




a & ﬂ (continued from page 1)

accessory buildings/sheds
in excess of 500 square
feet, and decks over 30"
from ground fevel. Zoning
permits are for such things
as sheds (under 500 saq.
ft), decks {under 3G" off
the ground), and agricul-
turat buildings.

Question: What am | al-
lowed to build? What
rules or restrictions are
there?

Answer; This depends
upon what your property is
zoned. If you are unsure
about what your zone is,
contact the township of-
fice. You will then be re-
ferred to the codes officer
for Honey Brook Township
at 610-286-1622, exten-
sion 100, for further infor-
mation about what is and
Is not permitted in your
zone.

Question: How long will
my application take to be
processed?

Answer: The general rule
of thumb is five to ten
business days after pickup
by the zoning officer. Dur-
ing extremely busy times
{once weather becomes
nice in spring, for exam-
ple}, it could be longer.
You will be called by the

Township Administration
office at the phone num-
ber you provided on your
application once the per-
mit has been issued. If
you would like to check on
the status of the applica-
tion before the township
calls you, please call the
zoning officer directly, at
610-286-1622, exiension
100.

Question: when is trick-
or-treating in Honey Brook
Township?

Answer: The township
does not regulate trick-or-
treating. If you are part of
a Homeowner's Associa-
tion, check to see what
has been organized for
your neighborhood. Oth-
erwise, it is up to the resi-
dents to decide for them-
selves whether to partici-
pate or not.

Question: When does
the Zoning Hearing Board
meet?

Answer: Newly enacted
in the latter part of 2012,
the Zoning Hearing Board
(ZHB) meets the third
Monday of the month on
an as-needed basis. If
there are no applications,
the ZHB does not meet.
The potential does exist

for more than one hearing
to be held in the same
evening, and hearings
have the potential to be
confinued to the next
month. Hearing an-
nouncements are posted
at the Township Admin-
istration building and in
the Legal Announcements
section of the Daily Local
MNews.

Question: | need to apply
for a variance or a condi-
tional use; what do { do?

Answer: fill out an appli-
cation for a public hearing,
available either at the
Township  Administration
office or online at the
township website.  The
same form may be used
for both kinds of hearings.

Applications for the ZHB
must be submitied by the
third Monday of the month
for a hearing to be held on
the third Monday of the
following month. Applica-
fions for conditional uses,
which are heard by the
Board of Supervisors on
their regular meeting

night, must be submitted
30 days prior to the regu-
tar Board meeting date.




Family ﬂmSiamﬂ for Oct. 20

Bring the whole family
to the James A Umble
Memorial Park on Suplee
Road on Saturday, Octlo-

ber 20, from 14 pm.
Pumpkings will be availa-
ble for $1. Those purchas-
ing a pumpkin can have
their child participate in the
candy drop.

In the event of rain, the
rain date Oct. 21, 1-4 pm,

For those unfamiliar
with a candy drop, it is a
fun activity for children to
obtain candy that literally
falls from the sky. Super-
visor Joe Fenstermacher,
who is a pilot, will be drop-
ping candy from his plane
on that day.

Feetdback Sought

A Land Preservation Commit-

tee Update

is on page 4.

The Board of Supervisors would
like to know whether or not the
Land Preservation program has
met your expectations.

You are welcome to attend
the meetings, held on the third

Thursday of odd
months (see p. 2 or the township
website for specific dates) to
share your thoughts.
also call the Township Adminis-
tfrator at 610-273-3970 or e-mail
hbadmin@ptd.net to voice your

nitmbered

You may

opinion about the program.

Roads Department Has Reminders As Winter Approaches

Winter approaches with
the anticipation of snow-
fall. There were very few
snow evenis in 2011-12,
so there are a few things
to keep in mind for this
coming winter season.

Regarding driveways.
If you plan to pave or re-
pave your driveway, you
need a permit from the
Township. This is o en-
sure that the proper swale
is kept where the driveway
meets the road. This
helps to eliminate ice con-
ditions in winter months.
For more information, re-
fer to Ordinance 84-
1/12/2000 on the Town-
ship website (copies are
also  distributed  with
driveway permit applica-
tions).

When clearing your
driveway during a snow
event, please do not plow
snow from the driveway
info the road. Not only is
this a dangerous practice
for your neighbors, it is

against the Township's
snow emergency ordi-
nance #122-2006. Plow

operators have an obliga-
tion to open a road com-
pletely.

They would prefer not to
plow in a recently cleared
driveway, but they have to
clear the road.

Regarding parking in
the street during snow
events. The Township
specifically prohibits park-
ing in the street during a
snow. event, and with
good cause. A vehicle
parked in the street re-
duces efficiency, increas-
es the risk fo the plow
driver and increases risk
to the parked wvehicle
Cul-de-sacs are especially
hard fo clear if cars are
parked in the bulb, If the
plow operator can't effec-
tively do his job because
the street is biocked, he
will move on {o another
sireet and it may be sev-
eral hours or even days
before your street is com-

pletely cleared.

Regarding hkeeping the
Right-of-Way clear. Ear-
lier in the year, the Board
of Supervisors passed the
Right-of-Way Ordinance
#161-2012, which ad-
dresses this and other
problems of items in the
Righi-of-Way. In essence,
this ordinance states that
items such as mailboxes,
rocks, signs, etc. should
not be in the Right-of-
Way. This ensures that
the Township can clear
the road effectively during
snow events (and can
mow effectively in sum-
meriime). f there are
ifems in the right-of-way,
they could cause damage
tc Township equipment.

Please keep trash cans
off the roadways as well
during show events. Also,
mailboxes should be posi-
tioned so that they do not
extend over the edge of

the road.
{see Winter page 4)

Plowing snow from
driveways info the
road is a violation of
the Township’s
snow emergency
ordinance.

Parking on the
street during a
snow event is a vio-
lation of the Town-
ship’s snow emer-
gency ordinance.

Placing objects
(temporarily or
permanently) in the
right-of-way is a vio-
fation of the Town-
ship’s Right-of-Way
ordinance.




Honey Brook
Townshin

Administration
Building located at:
500 Suples Rd

Office Hours:
9am-3pm Mon-Fri
(see important
dates for holiday
closures)

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1281
Honey Brook, PA
19344

PHONE:
(610) 273-3970

FAX:
(610) 273-3909

Zoning or Codes
questions:
610-286-1622 x100

TOWNSHIP
E-MAIL:
hbadmin@ptd.net

S bl s S

Newsletter editor:
Kristy Deischer-Eddy

Township Administrator
Anioinstte Antonini

We're on the Web!

See us at;
www.honeybrooktwp.com

Check the website often for
meeting minutes, forms,

announcements, and other
general information.

Winter {contintued from page 3)

Plowing  procedure.
The Township's initial
mission is to make roads
passable based oh the ex-
fensiveness of use. A
toad that has typically has

25 frips per day will be a

tower priority than a road
that has 800 trips a day.
Cul-de-sacs are plowed
with one lane in and one
lane out.

The Township is divided

into segments with each
truck in the fleet receiving
an assigned segment. After
achieving an initial opening,
and as the storm ends, the
fruck returns to push back
from the road edge and
clear cul-de-sac’s thorough-
ly. [It's during this process
the Township hears the
most complaints both from
citizens and road crew
workers.  Adhering fo the

ordinances and sugges-
tions presented here will
go a long way towards
making the best of bad
wint

Land Preservation Committee Update

The Land Preservation
Committee meets on the
third Tuesday of odd-
numberad months, generai-
ly at 6:30 pm. The January
meeting has for several
years traditionally been a
farmer's breakfast at 8:00
am. The purpose of this
committee is to review ap-
plications for preservation
and recommend farms to
the Board of Supervisors
for their vote.

Several farms have
been presetved in the last
few years, six in 2011 and
four so far in 2012. Pre-
served farms total 2.451.1
acres in  Honey Brook
Township, roughly 158% of
the Township's total acre-
age. Last year there were
more Honey Brook farms
preserved through the
Chester County Agricultural
Land Preservation Program
than in any other township
in Chester County.

To review, the revenue
for land preservation is
generated from the Land
Preservation EIT of .05%
that is collected annually.
For every $10,000 of
earned income (salaries,
wages, and tips; not retire-
ment or social security),

there is a $50 payment to
save farms and open
space. The money is kept
in a separate account only
for land preservation.
That fund, coupled with a
loan the township took out
to jump-start the funds for
preservation, is used dur-
ing the application pro-
cess to gef matching
funds frem the county.
The Chester County Land
Preservation program al-
lows the Township to get
a dollar match for each
dollar it puts up. This in
essence doubles  the
township’s “buying power”
for land preservation.

Once preserved, the
Township would not own a
farm, the farmer continues
to own it and farm it. The
Township is merely pur-
chasing the development
potential. The Township
places a legal easement
on a preserved farm so it
would not be developable.
Many farmers want fo
continue farming, but the
amount of money offered
and the pressuyre from
other development makes
it very tempting to sell
The Township has the
ability to talk money with
farmers thanks to the
Land Preservation Fund.

Why is land preserva-
tion advantagecus? Most
residential  development

actually costs $1.07 in

services for every $1.00 it
pays in revenue. In con-
trast, agricultural iand
costs $.08 in services for
every $1.00 it pays.
Farmland doesn't need
snow plowing and pothole
patching. Farmiand
doesn’t need classrooms.
Buying the development
rights ensures that the
farmiand remains farm-
fland in perpetuity. The
farmer gets to keep farm-
ing, food growing ability is
protected, and the com-
munity remains agricuitur-
al and rural.

One might ask, couldn't
the Board just stop devel-
opment by not approving
development plans? That
is simply not feasible.
State law requires each
municipality to have some
area designated for its fair
share of residential devel-
opment. The taxpayers
would run a terrible legal
and financial risk if the
Board didn't follow the law
with respect fo plan ap-
provals. A far better solu-
tion is fo be proactive vis-
a-vis land preservation.




