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HONEY BROOK TOWNSHIP -

CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE No. {{ - 19p
The title of thig Ordinance is:
THE SEWAGE DISPOSAL ORDINANCE
f

o
HONEY BROOK TOWNSHIP

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING the disposal of sewage 1in Honey Zr. .

Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania;

PROVIDING for the submission and approval of plans and specifice- _;

tions for the design and installation of new facilities; for the
reconstruction, alteration, repair or addition to existing sewzs
disposal facilities; for the regulation and control of sewage
disposal practices and facilities; for the abatement of dangers
to health and welfare of the inhabitants of said Township arisis
from said facilities and practices; for certificates of use; a7
for the enforcement hereof with penalties for violation. |

The Board of Supervisors of Honey Brook Township, pur&mnt
o the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the authority
granted by the Act of 1933, May 1, P.L. 103, Art. VII, 702, cl. i
added 1951, May 24, p.L. 370, 8; as amended by Act of July 3L,

1963, P. L. 381 No. 203 § 1, does hereby enact and ordain as folle

SECTION I. Definitions

The following words and phrases, as used in this Urdinance

cshall have the meanings hereby ascribed fhereto, unless the
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erext thereof clearly indicates a different meaning.

SEWAGE; also called Sanitary sewage, includes human,.
igstrial, commercial, laundry, angd like wastes discharged into
Lqitary facilitles designed to receive the same from facilities
o4 for residence, business and industrial purposes and from
rpr S0UrXCES.

3, PUBLIC OR COMMUNITY SEWAGE NISPOSAL SYSTEM: A system
- f3¢ility for mass OT group sewage disposal, such as normally
squires approval of the Pennsylvania Department of Health and/or
-2 Fennsylvania public Utility Commission.

s, INDIVIDUAL SEWAGL DISPOSAL SYSTEM: A facility or system
-rer than a pUbllC or community sewage disposal system, which
:-pived sewage 25 defined herein from one OI more facillities
- sources.,

D.  ENFORCEMENT CFFICER: The legally designated Authority
‘ Honey Brook Township, or his authorized representative.

Z. TFERSON: Any institutioen, association, public or private
~rporation, individual, partnership OF other entity.

F. REPAIR: The procedure OT work undertaken to restore

e normal, satisfactory functioning characteristics of 2

srage disposal facility, which includes nothing more than
sclacement or cleaning of the facility or any of its components.
wrairs which will cost less than two hundred and fifty ($250.00)
:llars, as determined by the Enforcement Cfficer, do not

sruire a permit as defined in this Crdinance.

G. FPERMIT: A written, formal authority issued by the

afsrcement Cfficer granting*permission to construct, reconstruct,
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alter, repalr as provided herein, or add to a sewage dispussl
facility as defined in this Ordinance.

H. The singular shall include the plural and the mascyli-s

shall include the feminine and the neuter.

SECTION 2. permitted methods of disposal.

The disposal of all sewage within the Township shall
henceforth be accomplished as follows:

L., By an individual sewage disposal system installed in

sccordance with the requirements of this Ordinance.

B. By an individual sewage disposa} system existing at the
effective date hereof which 1s maintained at all times sO as
not to constitute a danger to public health, provided that
ahy complete or partial reconstruction, OT repair as provided
herein, OT addition to such system shall canform .to the
requirements of this Crdinance.

c. By a public or community system which 1s approved by

. the proper approving authority under the laws and regulations
o - of the Commonwealth of pennsylvania, and is installed as requirec
herein. |
D. Ry removal thereof ffom the Township in a sanitary
manner by means of closed containers.
SECTICN 3. General Requirements
The following standard chall be considered as the minimum

requirements for all sewage disposal systems and facilities

specified in this Ordinance and shaIl be observed in the
construction, recqnstruction, alterafions,addition to, OF repair

as provided herein, of all sewage disposal systems within the
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sanitaTy sewage must be disposed of sO that:

y, It will not contaminate any water supply.

a5, It will not peollute oF contaminate any stream,
pond, OT other surface water.

3. It is not accessable to animals oOT insects.

4. The system does not permit the escape/ggors or
effluent to surface level or above.

sites will be deemed unsuitable for sewage disposal
:£ the following occul at location of overflow OF

1. The percolation rate is slower than one {1) inch
in sixty (60) minutes.

o, The maximum elevation of the ground water table or
other sub-surface Water is less than four (4) feet
below the bottom of any sub-surface disposal field.

5. Rock formations OT other impervious layers are
1ess than four (4) feet below the bottom of trenches
of beds.

4, The lot size 55 insufficient to permit the minimum

reguirements of this Ordinance.

5. It is located in a flood plain or drainage area subject

+o concentrated curface flow OT general flooding.
. All sewage disposal systems of the water floated type
1 consist of the following components which shall be con-
cered to be minimum requirements:
1. A water flushed sewerl line, no less than 4" internal

zmeter, from an interior plumbing system, beginning at the

-
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N point where it enters the exterior building wall ang extending
to the septic tank, hereafter called the building sewer,

2. An underground septic tank or tanks of PIOper gi.q

or sizes, properly connected.

3. A sub-surface disposal field, or a sub-surface
disposal bed or a seepage pit, or a combination of these, with
g accessories through which effluent from the septic tank or tanis

will discharge.

SECTION 4, Percolation tests

A. Percolation tests, when required under this Ordinance,
will be performed by the Enforcement Officer, or by a
| registered Professional Engineer, legally qualified to practice
?%i - in Pennsylvania. The report of percolation tests will certify tha
| the tests have been conducted in accordance with the method hert
; described and will be signed‘and sealed by thé Enforcement Officer,
or the Professional Engineer responsible for the tests. The
j : Enforcement Officer may require that tests made by otheis be
| conducted in his presence.
Tests shall bemde in holes which have been kept filled with
h; S water for at least 4 hours. FPercolation rates will be figured on

E o the basis of the test data obtained after the soil has had

oppertunity to become wetted or saturated and has had opportunity

| to swell for at least 24 hours. Enough tests will be made in "
}: separate Holes to assure that the results are valid. lgﬁ
| P ‘ B. Procedure.

1. Number and location of tests. $Six or more-tests

shall be made in separate test holes spaced uniformlv over a C
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croposed absorption-field site and two tests shall pe made at
‘he site of a proposed seepage pit,

2. Type of test hold. Dig or bore a hole, with
rorizontal dimensions of from 4 to 12 inches and vertical sides

‘o 2 depth of the bottom of the proposed absorption trench or

seepage pit.

3. Preparation of test hole. Carefully scratch the
wttom and sides of the hole with a knife blade or sharp-pointed
instrument, in order to Temove any smeared soil surfaces and to
rrovide a2 natural soil interface into which water may percolate, .
2nove all loose material from the heole. Aadd 2 inches of course
iznd or fine gravel to protect the bottom from scouring and

ediment,

4. Saturation and swelling of the soil. In the conduct
f the test, carefully fill the hole with clear water to s
“inimum depth of 12 inches over the gravel or sand covered bottom,
1 most soils, it is necessary to refill the hole by supplying
surplus reservoir of water to keep water in the hole for at
225t 4 hours., Percolation rate is to be determined 24 hours
Tter water is first added.to the hole. This prbcedure is to
Sure that the sdil is given ample opportunity to swell and to
“troach the condition it will be in during the wettest season
* the year. 1In sandy soils containing little or no clay, the
#3ts are to be made as described in paragraph 5b and 5c below, .

“er the water from one filling of -the hole has completely

“eped away,

\ . 5. -Pe}colation Rate Measurement. With the excepton of
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‘sandy soils, percolation-rate measurements will be made on‘the

day following the procedure described below.
a. If water remains in the test hole after the
overnight swelling period, adjust the depth of the water in the

test hole to approximately 6 inches over the sand or gravel

‘covering the bottom of the hole. From a fixed reference point,

measure and record the drop in water level over a 30 minute

pericd. This drop is used to calculate the percclation rate,
b. If no water remains in the hole after the

overnight swelling period, add clear water to bring the depth

of the water in the hole to approximately & inches above the

‘sand or gravel covering the bottom of the hole. From a fixed

reference point, measure and record the drop in water level
at approximately 30 minute intervals for 4 hours, refilling to
6 inches over the gravel as necessary. The drop Ehat 0CCurs
during the final 30 minute period is used to.calculate the
percolation rate.

¢. In sandy soils (or other soils in which the
first 6 inches of water seeps away in less than 30 minutes,’
after over-night swelling period), the time interval between
measurements shall be taken as 10 minutes and the test run
for 1 hour. The drop that occurs during the final 10 minutes
is used to calculate the percolation rate.

SECTION 5. Regulations

A. All sewage disposal systems for individual dwelling




in addition to the requirements of Section

. 1) comply,
, with the contents of 2 publication entitled "Model
..e - Individual Sewage Disposal System" issued by the

gqrtment of Health, Education and Welfare and the
1th of Pennsylvania Department of Health, as amended

LA

.i-s to time, and presently identified as Bulletin H5-8053 -P.

sewage disposal systems for multiple family dwellings,

. cublic purposes puildings, industrial, and other buildings,
. -nan single family dwellings, in addition to other require-
et forth herig, shall be designed-by 2 Registered
.ionsl engineer, legally qualified to practice in Pennsyl-
, according to the determined requirements of the particular
-atiecn, using as a guide the manual of septic tank practice,
. itates Public Health service Publication No. 526, or such
. .r supplemental publications as the Board of Supervisors may

_:olution designate, Plans, specificastions and reports for

:ystem shall bear the imprint of the seal of the Registered
-~eer by or under whom they were prepéred.
>, Any system required by law to be approved by the
. :riment of Health, or the Public Utility Commission of the
!‘*Mw@alth of Pennsylvania shall be so approved prior to
l:rn@l hereunder. Submission for approval by the Department of
"I of the Commonwealth of Fennsylvania may, in any event, be

- uired by the Board of Supervisors oOr the Enforcement Cfficer

"z condition of approval under this Crdinance.
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SECTION 6. Permits,

2t e

Applications and Fees

A. No sewage disposal system shall be constructed, {nstalie:

reconstructed, altered, repaired as provided herein, or adte" t:

without a permit therefor issued by the Board of Superviscrs

Authority to issue such permits, may, by resolution, be delegster

to the Enforcement Gfficer or other designated representative of

the Board of Supervisors.

R, Application for permits shall be made upon such fors-

and be supported by such plans, specifications, percolaticn testy

and other data as shall be prescribed by the Board of Supervisern,

¢, Upon the approval of the application, plans and spe:.-

fications by the Enforcement Cfficer, OF the Board'bf Supervisrey,
a permit shall be issued to the applicant. The said applicant ¥

pay the costs of any material used and tests made and shall .
reimburse the Towns

nty-five dollars ($25.00) for gach day,

hip for the necessary inspection at the rate
Twe or fraction therec!,
performing oT

that a Township authorized representative is

supervising inspection tasks.
nD. A fee of Five Dollars ($5,00) shall be paid to the Bodrs

of Supervisors for each permit issued, such fee to be for the

use of the Township.

ose application for a permit under this

st, within tén (10) days

£. Any person wh

ordinance has been denied may reque

a hearing before the Board of

of the receipt of written denial,
granted within thirty (3C)

Supervisors. A hearing shall be
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rene receipt of 2 written request to said Board of

e
.7, cyceptions and special approvals

e
,}%cilities for disposal of sanitary

11-out oOT plast-res

sewage for public

jstant shelters, designed

cynte 12
ncy purposes only, shall be exempt from

o1 for emerge
Such facilities

his Ordinance,

ve and regulations of t
h the recommendation

s of

ted in accordance wit

.o construc
s deral and State civil Defense and Health Agencies.
Special approval of facilities not strictly .
ments of section 3 hereof of regulations

jzed by the Board of
if it be found by

eming 1O the require

Ynated hereunder May pe author

llowino conditions,

Lrvisors under the fo
ed others

e facilities s©O approv

-nard of supervisors that th

o comply with the prov151ons of this Ordinance.
1. In the case of the reconstruction of, altering
, repairing of as provided herein, OT addition to existing
uch minimum :

ssible to conform to S

- - -

41jties where it is impo

:wirements.
2, Where approval 36 sought forT construction and use

lities provided that the

y sewage disposal faci
state the beginning

‘ temporar
al shall both clearly

:solication and approv
ities shall

h such temporary facil

hic
11 exceed the duration ]

" .4 ond of the term during w
of approved usage sha
or which the facility

d- eighteen (1) months. _

2 in use. Nc term
was first

¢ the project OF necessity f

o case shall it excee

reruested and in n
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3, Where approval is sought for the installation of

an jndividual sewage disposal system OF facility at a location

not used OF not to be used as 3 dwelling, restaurant, oT laundry
nor for bathing purposes:.

Gc. Request for special approval undeT sub-section B

shall be made in writing by the owner (and user, if not

ns of this Ordimance cannot be

above,

the same)s stating which provisio

met, with TEeasons therefor, accompanied by plans and specifi-

completed application, and fee. Request for renewal ¢f

cations,
ction B-2 above, shall

s special approval as covered by sub-se
stating fully the reasons therefor and the

d continued use of the

be made in writing,

term OT period of time of anticipate

facility, and accompanied py the fee.

SECTION 8. Inspection and cnforcement

A, The Enforcement Gfficer is hereby authorized and

ns as are necessary Lo determine

directed to make such inspectio

satisfactory compliance with this Crdinance and the requiremmﬁs

nerein by reference.

p, All sites for sewage.diSposal systems which will be

newly constructed;, installed, reconstructed, altered, repaired

as provided herein, oT added 1o, shall be inspected py the

ent ¢fficer pefore approving the plans and also durino

cnforcem
acilities for which planslwve

the course of installation of the £

been approved. Flans retained by the Township Supervisors will

pe amended by the applicent to conform O the installation @3

finally completed, for recoxrd pUrposes .
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owner and the tenant, or person having control over the sald

sewage disposal system, in writing of such violation. After

written notice that a violation is charged, the properly owner

and the tenant, OF other person having control over the sewane

disposal system, shall have the opportunity to be heard befcre

the Board of Supervisors within thirty (30) days of the date

of said notice. After such hearing, and within such time 35

granted at the hearing by the Board of Supervisors, the violatice

shall be abated by complying with the provisions of this ordinan:e,

. The property owner and tenant, or other person havingcc»ﬁ

over a sewage disposal system, shall have the opportunity to be

nesrd before the Board of Supervisors within thirty (30) days

after being advised by the nforcement officer, while construc-

tion, :cconstrdction,'alteration, repalr as provided herein,

or addition to a sewage disposal system is being performed,that
any work or plans must be changed in order to comply with this

Ordinance. '

SECTION 9. certificate of use

PeACE I A e ey

No individual sewage disposal system newly constructed of

installed, reconstructed, aliered, repaired 35S provided herein, ©f

enlarged after the enactmeht of this Ordinance shall be put

into use until such time as the cpforcement Cfficer, OT the

Board of Supervisors; nas issuved 8 certificate of use stating

+hat the facility conforms to the approved plans and specifics

ations, or the approved plans and specifications with amend-

ments as required by the Enforcement Oofficer or the poard of

Supervisors as provided herein. The original of gaid certificett

i r

- R




-14-

Y thereof shall be

i : 5ued to the applicant and a cop L
B!

5 cepothin records of the township. | ;r,

BN

) enalties - ;J;

e |

.. rerson; including the partners, officers, ©oF responsible SR

- of @ non-individual entity, who, after 8 hearing before

-1 of supervisors and the expiration of the time ‘granted e
, [
“rard of Supervisors 3s pIOV1ded for in Section 8, R

o, or G. of this Lrdinance, 15 violating any of the $
A

g of this (rdinance, Upon summary conviction pefore 2
shall be sentenced to pay a fine,

-4 the 7€aCe, for the k ‘]
y-five Dollars(&QB.OO) T

t less than Twent

v o Township, of no

o than Three Hundred nellars (ESG0.00) plus costs of )
. i

or unen default of payment of the fine and costs, : _

period -
i {

0N,

.o sentanced and committed tO 1mpr150nment for a

provided also that whenever

Fl

¥ notified that he is

. wore than thirty (30) days.
prson shall have heen officiall

{f this Ordlnance, each day that he J‘

-i-+ing any violation ©

© continue any violation after guch notification shall .

a like fine, penally,

nse punishable by

lties shall be collected OTF

isyte a separale offe

tmnrisonment. such fines OF pena

a suit or summary proceedings brought 3
g1

~isonment imposed, by

ve name of the Township before any Justice of the Peace. The :

mehip shall also have the right to seek an injunction to abate -
v yiolation. !

CTION 11, Severability

Should any section, provision, OF part of this Crdinanceé be \

ma
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court of competent jurisdiction, such

declared invalid by 3

decision shall not effect the validity of the remaining sect!

provisions, part or parts hereof; the Board of Supervisors

hereby declares that it would have enacted and ordained the

remaining sections, provisions, OT parts of this Crdinance, if

1t had known such sections, provisions, part or parts, therec!

would be declared invalid.

SECTION 12. zffective date

This Ordinance and the T

egulations included by reference

shall become effectlve five () days after enactment,

ession this A day of %?2@&4%

Enacted in regular s

o,

ATTEST:
Cﬁﬂf&gm 2y 4744 . ///7 //Z//
Secretary chairman, Board of Supervisors

oney Brook Township
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