An Official Publication by the Board of Supervisors, Honey Brook Township, PA

NEW ORDINAI
AUTUMN 2014

Two new ordinances were
passed inh November 2014;
these, along with the other
six ordinances enacted in
2014, are in the process of
being codified into the Town-
ship Code of Ordinances.
This means that these new
ordinances will be incorpo-
rated intfo the overall Town-
ship Code of Ordinances.
Once this updated version is
relecsed, there will be an an-
nouncement on the Township

websife.

e QOrdinance 176-2014,
Property  Maintenance
Code.

e Ordinance 177-2014,

Amending Chapter 14
of the Township Code
of Ordinances-Mobille/
Manufactured Homes
and Mobile/Manufac-
tured Home Parks,

At the March 2015 Board
of Supervisors meeting, the
following ordinances were
adopted.

e Ordinance 178-2015,
Pennsylvania State As-
soclation of Township
Supetvisors (PSATS) Un-
employment Compen-
sation (UC) Trust

e Ordinance 179-2015,
PSATS Health Insurance
Trust

Both of these ordinances
enter intfo an agreement
with PSATS (along with other

Townships that have passed
similar ordinances) to allow
for shopping for competitive
group rates on insurance and
unemployment
fion plans. These have not yet
been codified into the Town-
ship Code of Ordinances.

As always, all of the individ-
uagl  ordinances themselves
may be viewed on the Honey
Brook Township website under
the Documents tab (choose
Crdinhances). In addition, they
are available for public re-
view df the Township Admin-
isfration Office during normail
business hours.

compensa-
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On February 21,2015, the Va- » Twin Valley School Dis-trict
cancy Board was convened (TVSD) School Board Re-
to appoint Travis Stacey to the gion 2 (vote for 1)

Board of Supervisors seat left e TVSD School Board Re-
vacant by Joe Fenstermacher gion 3 (vote for 2)

on January 15. The term ex- » Honey Brook Township Su-
pires on 12/31/2015. pervisor (vote for 1)

Primary election day is May e Honey Brook Township Au-
19. to choose candidates to ditor (vote for 1)
run in the November 3 general e Honey Brook Township
election for the following: Constable (vote for 1)

LOCAL TAX INFORMATION

Ever wonder where vyour Property Transfer Tax, which is
fax dollars go? The topic is only assessed when real prop-
actually more complicated erty is sold.
than it seems on the surface. Township real estale tcux rate:
We have federal faxes, stafe 0.98 mills
taxes, and locail toxes, all of Chester County real estqfe tax
which are calculated in differ-  rate: 4.163 mills N
enft ways. We will explore the School (Twin Valley School Dis-
local tax breakdown here. frict) real estate tax rate (for

Local taxes in Honey Brook school year 2014- 15): 26.8903
Township dre broken down mills.
info three components-prop-  The tax rate for 2015-16 takes
erty taxes that go to the Twin effect on July 1.

Valley School District, the A millis one-thousandth of a
Township, and Chester Coun- currency unit. To calculate the
ty. There is also the Eamed In-  tax, mulfiply the ossessed value
come Tax,some of which goes of the property by the mill rate
to the school district and some  and then divide by 1,000, Ex-
of which goes o the Township. ample: 26.8903 x $200,000.00 /
All of these faxes are assessed 1,000 = §5,378.06.
yedrly. There is also a 1% Earned Income Tax rate: 1.5%
e =, (0.5% going to each of
Township General Fund,
=" Township Land Preserva-
tion Fund, and Twin Valley
. School Distric).

. Visit the Township web-
site  af http://honey-
brooktwp.com/help-
> ful-links/taxes/ for «
full explanation of
how taxes are calcu-
lated and allocated.




mission meeting, a joint meeting
with the Honey Brook Borough
Planning Commission was held.
Members of the appointed com-
prehensive plan task force, along
with their planning consultant
and Chester County Planning
Commission staff, presented the
proposed Multi-municipal Com-
prehensive Plan. The Board of
Supervisors of Honey Brook Town-
ship and the Council of Honey
Brook Borough are considering
the adop-tion of a multi-mu-
nicipal comprehensive plan 1o
serve the future planning needs
of both municipailities. The es-
tablishment of a multi-municipal
comprehensive plan is provided
for by Pennsylvania law, and the
draft 2015 Honey Brook Township
and Borough Multi-municipal
Comprehensive Plan proposes
a twenty-year vision. Questions
and comments from the audi-
ence were welcomed.

The Delawore Valley Regional
Planning Council and the Ches-
ter County Planning Commis-
sion estimartes that Honey Brook
Township and Borough will con-
finue fo grow in population, pos-
sibly adding just under 2,000
people by 2030. An appointed
task force of Township and Bor-
ough residents met in publicly
advertised meetings over the
past two years. Working with @
planning consuitant and Ches-
ter County Planning Commnission
staff to prepare a comprehen-
sive plan that meets the needs
of both municipdilities, the fask
force's draft Plan would also fur-
ther the Chester County Com-
missioners” adopted compre-
hensive plan for Chester County
- Landscapes2.

The draft 2015 Honey Brook
Township and Borough Multi-mu-

nicipal Comprehensive Plon’s
primary goal is to promote the
two municipalities as an agricul-
tural and economic center of
northern Chester County which
retains the Township’s agricul-
fural industry and advances the
Borough’s community and eco-
nomic revitalization. Eight other
godils are included in the Plan
regarding retention of rural and
small town character, provision
of diverse housing opportuni-
fles, Insuring safe transporta-
fion, protecting the agricultural,
natural and hisforic resources,
providing for adequate paorks
ond recreation opportunities as
well as community facilities and
services, and promoting energy
conservation.  The draft Plan
consists of thirteen chapters, nu-
merous maps and fables, and
an appendix full of supporting
documentation. Over 100 ac-
flon tems were identified by the
task force and are included in
the Plan for the Township and
Borough to implement over the
next twenty years.

The draft 2015 Mulli-Munici-
pal Plan may be viewed on the
Township and Borough websites,
www.honeybrooktwp.com and
www.honeybrookborough.net.
Printed copies of the Pian are
aglso available for review at the
Township Administrative Office,
500 Suplee Road, and the Bor-
ough Administrative Office, 71
Peguea Avenue, as well as the
Honey Brook Community Library,
687 Compdss Road. Separate
Board of Supervisors and Coun-
cil public hearings will be ad-
vertised and held in June of this
year, where the public will again
be invited to comment on the
draft Plan.

See page 8 for more Planning
Commission information.




Raised Garden Bed for the Ches-
ter County Food Bank. Honey
Brook Township and the Honey
Brook Community Library par-
ficipate in the raised garden
pbed program. The food raised in
the beds goes to our local food
bank,the Honey Brook Food Pan-
fry. which is part of the Chester
County Food Bank system. The
harvest from the Township gar-
den has in the past qiso gone to
Steeple to People’s program to
feed the local hungry. Both the
Township and the Library are in
need of volunteers as the grow-
ing season starts in April and
continues through the fall, Fami-
lies, Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts, and others are encour-
aged to help weed and water
the garden which is focated on
Suplee Road behind the Town-
ship  Administration  building, If
interested, please contact the
Township  Administration  Of-
fice at 610-273-3970 or emaii
hbadmin@ptd.net.

Ssummer will soon be upon us!
The Park and Recreation Com-
mittee is holding the following
summer programs for youth:

Tennis camp at James A, Umble
Memorial Park fennis couris:
Starting June 16 through ond
including July 28, Tuesday morn-
ings. 1st- through 4th-grader
session, 9-10 am; 5th- through
8th-grader session, 10-11:30 am.
Cost is $10 for the entire sum-
mer, regardiess of how many ses-
sions are attended.  Minimum
of 12 children needed to hold
a session; maximum of 25 chil-

dren per session, Registration is
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis (signed permission form plus
$10 fee). Forms available ot the
fownship Administration Building
during reguiar business hours or
on the Township website, www.
honeybrooktwp.com.

Baseball/softball clinic for ages
7-12: Held at the fields at Jomes
A. Umble Memortal Park on July
27,29, and 31 from 6-8 pm (rain
dates August 3,5,7). $10 regls-
fration fee covers all three ses-
sions, Rob McMinimee and the
coaches from the Twin Valley
Litte League will hold the clinic.
Forms available aof the Town-
ship Administration Building dur-
ing regular business hours or
on the Township website, www.
honeybrooktwp.com.

Summer Camp af Honey Brook
Elementary Center for Kinder-
gartners through 4ih graders:
Join us this summer for our five-
week youth camp, from June 16
through July 16! Camp will be
held on Tuesday through Thurs-
day each week from 9 am-12
pm at the Honey Brook Elemen-
tary Center. Each week will have
a theme, ranging from “Sports
Week” 1o "Patriotic Week.” On
Tuesdays, we will begin a craft
that will be worked on through-
out the week, On Wednesdays,
we will visit the Honey Brook Li-
brary. (f your child does not
already have their own card,
please apply for one before the
beginning of camp.) On Thurs-
days, we will have a water activi-
ty (bathing suits and/or a change
of clothes are encouraged!). We
hope fo see you out this sum-
mer enjoying the fun! Costis $25
per week, Forms available atf the
Township Administration Buillding
during regular business hours or
on the Township website, www.
honeybrooktwp.com.
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Basketball pick-up play for
grades 5 through 8: At the Park
on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings from 5:30 1o 8 pm for four
weeks, Dates are: June 19-20,
June 26-27, July 17- 18, and July
24-25. $10 fee per week (2 ses-
sions). Forms available ot the
Township Administration Building
curing reguiar business hours or
on the Township website, www.
honeybrooktwp.com.

All-age programs:

Picklebaoli Meeilup (obpen play):
Interested in Pickleball but don’t
have anyone to sfrike up a
match with? Want o know whaot
Pickleball is all about? Come to
the Pickieball Meetups on Mon-
days and Thursdays from @ am-
noon, starting May 4. No regis-
fration required; just meet up!
Pickleball nets are stored on site
at the Park starting May 4; rack-
ets and balls are available to
borrow at the Township Adminis-
fration Building.

Hermony Day Bike Ride on Sep-
tember 19: Co-sponsored by the
Honey Brook Township Park &
Rec Commiftee and the Honey
Brock Community Partnership,
the proceeds from the ride will
benefit the Honey Brook Food
Pantry (entry fees yet 1o be de-
cided), There will be four ride op-
tions: one- and five-mile family
rides (which will avoid any major
roads), and 20- and 50-mile rides
for more experienced riders.

TRAIL

The Born Learning Tralt is a series
of 10 signhs aimed at engaging
preschoolers in learning activities
with thelr caregivers as they walk
along a trail. These signs were in-
stalled In November on the frail
at the James A. Umble Park us-
ing United Way of Chester County
(UWCC) grant funds from the 1675
Foundation. The Honey Brook Li-
ons Club helped the UWCC rec-
ommend the Township park for
the Trail. '

This marks the 9th such Born
Learning Trall installation in Ches-
ter County ds part of the United
Way’s Early Childhood Education
Inifiative. More inforrmation on
this initiative can be found on the
Township website on the Park &
Recreation page.

Volunteers from SABIC-Integrat-
ed Plastics donated materials and
installed the signs for the Trail in
November, 2014, Thanks to a grant
by CCRES Educational & Behav-
ioral Health Services, o Little Free
Library kiosk will also be located
along the Trail.

LITTLE FREE LIB

RARY AT PARK

The child-sized free lending sife is
designhed to promote reading with
a “take one,leave one” approach
for pre-K level books.

Members of the community are
welcome to aitend a ribbon-cut-
fing ceremony for both the Born
Learning Tralt and the Litlle Free Li-
brary on Saturday, May 2, from 10
am-noen (rain date, May 3 from
noon-2 pm).




& Honey Brook Township News - Spring/Summer 2015

Although there were not maony
large snow events, there were d
lot of weather events this past
winter. Roadmaster Don Johnson
noted that there were many more
freeze-thaw cycles this winter
than last. As a result, some roads
are winfer-weary.

With spring rains come new con-
cerns for drivers. Rain events—not
just snow or ice — can be also be
dangerous. Be aware that the first
few hours of a rain event can be
particularly tricky, as the engine oil
& grease buildup on roads (espe-
cially at infersections) makes for
slippery condiflons. Please heed
any “road closed” signs erecled
by the Roads Crew due 16 flood-

ing or other hazards.,

Some roads in the Township are
state roads, which are maintained
by the Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation (PennDOT). They
are:

e . Route 10 (Twin County Road
north of the Borough, Com-
pass Road south of the Bor-
ough)

e Route 322 (Horseshoe Pike)

e Cambridge Road

e Chesthnut Tree Road

e |sabella Road

e Maple Street (from Borough
line to infersection with White
School and Pleas-ant View
Roads)

ATE

s Morgantown Road (be-
tween Chestnut Tree and
White School Roads)

e South Birdell Road

o Whife School Road

To report road concerns on state
roads, call 1-800-349-7623 (FIX-
ROAD) or 610-340-3200.

LAND PRESERVATION UPDATE

To date, the Land Preservation
Committee, formed In 2006, has
praserved more than 2,450 acres
of farmiand. The fotal land pre-
served as of March 31,2015 stands
at 3,279 acres, with 98 acres pend-
ing. This represents roughly 20% of
alf land in Honey Brook Township
and more than 27% of the farm-
land in the Township,

These figures were recently report-
ed fo the Western Chester County

Chamber of Commerce ot thelr
Municipal Update luncheon, This
hews drew applause from those In
attendance, who had been hear
ing mostly about the amount of
lond development happening in
the other municipalities.

Land Preservation Committee
meetings dre held the third Tues-
day of cdd-numbered months at
7 pmin the meet-ing room of the
Township Administra-tion Building.

WHAT'S NEW ON THE WEBSITE

The website s updated on aq
regular basis, and this newslefter
is intfended to reflect the informa-
tion on the website. Here are a
few highlights of what’s new on the
website;

Land Preservation information. A
comprehensive list of all preserved
iand in the Township, before and
since the creation of the Land Pres-
ervation program, is on the “Land
Preservation” home page, The
acreage totals in the Land Pres Up-
date were taken from that pags,
and they will be updated as more
land is preserved,

Tax information. The tax informa-
fion on page 2 can be found under
“Taxes” on the "Helpful Links” tab.

Read information. The state roads

in the Township and confact num-
bers for reporting problems on state
roads are now listed on the "Roads”
page.

Land development and Subdivi-
sion updates. In o format just like
the one on page 8 of this newslet-
ter, the land developments and
subdivisions in thelr various stages
of the project are listed on the
Planning Commission home page.

Al posts In the “Anhounce-
ments” section of the websie
are also posted to the Township's
Facebook page. Once the an-
nouncement is no longer appli-
cable (i.e. an announced activ-
ity has passed), it will be removed
from the webslte but remaln on
Facebook.
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LAWN

A “stormwater-friendly” lawn is one
that can absork rainwater and does
not harm local streams due fo the
overapplication of chemicals. While
many stformwater best management
practices (BMPs) are superior fo lawns
in terms of a poslttive impact on water
quality, a healthy lawn can be g great
place for recreation and be part
of an environmentally-friendly
landscape, Similarly, a “sform-
water friendly” garden is one
that uses organic compost
as fertllizer to amend soil
and minimizes or elmi-
nates the use of chemi-
cal applications. Reduc-
ing chemical applications
and encourag-ing infiliration
will help stabilize local water flows and
also maintain natural nutrient
levels in streams. Stormwa-
ter friendly fawns and gar-
dens save monsey In terms
of chemical applica-
tion costs and can save
fime concerning upkeep
when the lawn or garden is
established.

STORMWATER-FRIENDLY
GARDEN

Native plants, such as these purple
conhe flowers, require less fertilizer and
pesticides since they are well adaopt-
ed to local conditions and pests,
Home gardens can contribute a con-
siderable amount of nutrients and
other pollution fo sfreams and other
warter bodies if not cared for in a re-
sponsible way. This mainly applies to
fertilizers and pesticides.

Fertitizers for the garden: Organic al-
ternatives o chemical application in-
clude compost of manure. Compost
Is o free form of fertilizer and confains
the many nufrients needed for your
vegetables. These fertilizers should be
applied directly before planting the
vegetables to prevent runoff,

Pesticides—identify the pest, re-
search your opfions: Many insects are
harmiess to people and play an im-
portant role In maintaining o healthy
lawn or garden ecosystem. If there is
a problem, however, iden-tify the ex-
act pest you have. Consult an expert,
as there are many non-chemical al-
ternatives to controlling pests., Pestl-
cides can infilirate into ground water,
contaminate drinking supplies, and
severely harm down-stream ecosys-
tems if applied incorrectly or unnec-
essarily,

STORMWATER-FRIENDLY LAWN
Set mower height to 3 inches or

ANI

higher: The failer grass slows the rate
of runoff and will produce o deeper
and denser root systern, Denser roofs
will absorb more water, reducing lawn
runoff and prevent-ing erosion. Deep-
er roots have access 1o more water
stored in the ground and can reduce
irrigation need during droughts, Dens-
er roofs can alsc suppress weeds from
growing up around them.

Retagin  grass clippings and
chopped leaves on-site: A mulch-
rnower is ideal for refaining and
spreading clippings on your
lawn. The clip-pings decom-
pose quickly, provide impor
tant nutrients for your lawn,
and setftle fo create an organic
layer on the soil that encourages
storm-water infiltra-
fion. This technique
can significontly re-
duce or eliminate
the need and cost of
nitrogen fertilizers. By
spreading grass clip-
pings on your lawn, you
can reduce the amount
. of fertilizer neseded. It is
important to keep clip-
pings out of storm drains

a n d the street.

Keep clippings and chopped
leaves out of streams, ofi the street,
and out of storm drains: If muiching
Is not possible, bag the clippings and
store them in a compost area where
the corganic material can be used as
a fertilizer as a later date. Blowing
them on 1o a sireet orinto storm drains
leads the clippings directly to local
streams, where they decompose and
act as major pollutants by increasing
hifrogen to unsafe leveis for fish and
other aquatic life,

Fertilizers for lawn—do you need it?
If so—what, where, when, and how
much?: Many lawns do not need fer-
filizer, due 10 the scil fertili-ty or by car-
rying out previocusly discussed
practices, Using no fertilizer is
ideal for the health of the wa-
tershed, but if your lawn is thin
or has bare spots, you should
consider fertilizing it. A dense
vegetated cover Is the most
“stormwater friendiy” lawn,

Test your soil or consult o
iocal professional or certified
capplicator: There is no “one
size fits all” when it comes to
fertilizer. Needs vary drasti- §
cally based on soil texiure, pi §
levels, and nutrient levels. In
fact, soil tests can reveal that
lawns may be suffering from
ricronuttient deficien-cy,

and standard chemical fertilizers may
net alleviate the problem. Identifying
these needs will reduce unnecessary
applications, create a healthier lawn
faster, and reduce long-ferm costs,

Maximize the slow-relecse nitro-
gen in your fertilizer. Typicaly called
“water insoluble nitrogen” or WIN on
fertilizer bags, slow-release nifrogen
limits nutrlent runoff and exportation.
This should be applied in the Spring.
ags opposed io the Fall, to provide ¢
steady source of nuitients throughout
the growing season. '

If feriilizer is needed, apply less than
1 pound per 1000 squcire feet per ap-
plication: Some insfructions refer to
pounds per secdson, hot to be con-
fused with application, as there are
multiple applications per season,

Stort with low amounis of fewer ap-
plicdations: Your lown may achieve ifs
idect coverage and growth with re-
duced rates, saving fime and money.

Apply only during the growing sea-
son, and checlk the weather: Wait un-
Hl the grass begins growing in March
to fertilize, and awvoid fertilizing after
Octobeor.  Fertilizing during a lawn'’s
dormant season increases the risk of
runhing off into streams or leaching
info your water table because root
systems are less active, Additionally,
do not fertitize directly before a rain
event, because most will wash off in
stormwater runoff,

Do not fertilize or use pesticides with
15 o 20 feel of o stream, use ripari-
an-specific herbicides if nec-sssory:
Keeping this distance will help keep
chemicals out of the stream. Consid-
er establishing o natural riparian buf-
fer, instead.

Immedialely sweep any granulal-
ed chemicals off hard surfaces and
back onto your lawn: Your walkway,
drivewaqy, pafio, or local road is often
o guick route to drainage pipes that
discharge info local sfreams.




Quinh_'_HaIIer-:
(610) 286-1622 x114

The Planning Commission
regularly meets on the fourth
Thursday of the month at 7 pm,
except for November and De-
cember, when it meetfs on the
third Thursday., Work sessions,
as needed, dre held on the
third Wednesday of the month
at 7 pm,

The work sessions in 2014 and
early 2015 have concentrated
on updating the Comprehen-
sive Plan for 2016, in conjunc-
fion with Honey Brook Borough.
The updated Plan is tentatively
scheduled for adoption in June
2015, See page 3 for more in-
formation.

Below is a comprehensive list-
ing of projects being discussed
in the Planning Commission.
Not all projects are discussed
every month because they are
in various stages of their sub-
division or land development
process. As always, if you have
questions about any particular
project, please call the Town-
ship Administration Office at
610-273-3970.

Development Updaies {(as of
3/31/2015%):

Subdivisions compleled con-
struction:

o Brandywine Preserve
(Whitehorse Drive), focat-
ed off Route 322 (north of
the Borough).

Subdivisions under construction:

= Mountainview, 93 single-
family dwellings located
off Plumwood Road (off
Mountainview Road, ac-
cessed from Caernarvon
Township in Lancaster
County).

s Village Greene-Phase |,
1@ Townhomes located off
Route 322 (near the east-
ern fownship line).

o Tel HaiPhase lll-Stonecroft,
independent living apart-
ments, off Rolling Hills Cir.

o Faulkner, four lofs off
Dampman Road,

Subdivisions or land develop-
ment plans preparing for estab-
lishmeant of public improvements
escrow:

e Gideon E. Stoltzfus, Jr., one
lot on Welsh Road.

o Swampy Hollow, land de-
velopment.

Subdlivision and land develop-
ment plans under review:

e Poplar Realty, 128 single-
family dwellings proposed
at Chestnut Tree and Grie-
son Roads (also known as
the Tabas Tract).

e RicMar Real Estate/Hoover
Building., land develop-
ment,

s Pleasantview Welding.
land development.

e Maureen Miller lot line
change, Grow Road.

e Honey Brook Community
Church, land develop-
ment at 3940 Horseshoe
Pike,

‘e Village Greene-Phase |,
26 townhomes located off
Route 322 (edstern end of
the Township).

¢ Benuel and Danisl
Stoltzfus, lot add-on plan.

¢ Riehl Land LP & West-
brooke IP, lot line change.

s |van 8 & Linda Z. Stoltzfus,
ot line change.

e Stoltzfus  Manufacturing
IP/LLC & J. Daniel StoHzfus
AND tan 8 & Anna
Mae Stolizfus (a.k.a. the
Stoltzfus ftracts), lot line
change.

*This list is subject fo change.
The Planning  Commission
meets every fourth Thursday of
the month at 7 pm. All are wel-
come fo the meeting fo leam
about what is planned and
what is under review for devel-
opment in our Township.




