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MULTI-MUNICIPAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
ADOPTED IN AUGUST 2015
The Honey Brook Township and Borough Planning Commissions have been hard at work on
the update to the Comprehensive Plan. The Township’s last comprehensive plan was completed in 2006.
The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan is to develop a vision for the future needs and desires
of the Township for the next 20 years, with the goal of updating it every 10 years.
The Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors passed Resolution 4-2015 on July 8, 2015,
and the Honey Brook Borough Council passed Resolution 2015-7 on July 7, 2015; both adopting
the Plan.
Nine planning goals were developed to help guide the development of the Township and Borough:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7)

8)
9)

Promote the combined municipalities as an agricultural and economic center of northern
Chester County which retains our Township’s agricultural industry and advances the
Borough’s community and economic revitalization.
Maintain the Township’s rural character, with partiullar emphasis on agriculture as a
viable way of life, and protect the Borough’s small-town appeal, neighborhood character,
and walkable scale as important assets.
Maintain a healthy mix of residential housing ownership and rental choices within the
combined municipalities that can help address both local and regional housing needs.
Protect and enhance the natural and scenic resources of our municipalities, including our
prime farmland soils that are recognized as locally, regionally, and nationally important to
agriculture.
Protect the historic resources of the municipalities from loss and neglect, and promote the
Borough as an historic destination.
Manage traffic circulation in our municipalities consistent with the principles of an agricultural and economic center, with special emphasis on safety for non-motorized vehicle
and pedestrian travel and availability of greater travel-mode options for local commuters.
Seek to minimize negative impacts of regional through-traffic, in particular, truck traffic
on the heart of the Borough.
Maintain the parks within the municipalities as places for families to enjoy the outdoors
together and to help people live healthier lives; and promote coordination between the
two municipalities, school district, and others to enhance local, regional, and Brandywine
Creek Greenway recreational opportunities.
Ensure that community facilities, including schools, water and sewer services, the library,
police and emergency services, sidewalks, and trails are adequately planned, efficiently
provided, and sustainably maintained, consistent with the other goals of the Plan.
Promote energy conservation, renewable energy generation, and sustainable development
in the municipalities through sound planning practices and design, the use of green technologies in construction, and citizen education.

The Plan is available for review both on the website (www.honeybrooktwp.com) and in the
Township Administration Office during regular business hours.
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS UPDATE
Code of Ordinances Updated
All Ordinances passed from 2014 through
March 11, 2015 have now been codified
into the Township Code of Ordinances by
Keystate Publishers, Inc. This means that
all of Honey Brook Township’s active ordinances are now incorporated into the
appropriate chapters within the Code.
The links on the website reflect the updates, and a hard copy of the Township
Code is available for public review at the
Township Administration Building during
regular business hours. The Supervisors,
Zoning Hearing Board, and Planning
Commission have all received updates to
their copies of the Code.
Meeting Schedule Reminder

pm. Commonwealth Law mandates that
municipalities hold their reorganization
meetings on the first business day of the
new year. In years past, the reorganization meeting was held on the mandated
day and the regular meeting was also held
on its regular meeting day. In some cases,
this meant two meetings in a week’s time.
Today, the re-organization meeting and
January regular meeting now both take
place on the mandated re-organization
day. The regular 2nd-Wednesday Regular
Board meeting schedule resumes in February.
Board Workshops take place on the first
Thursday of the month from February
through December at 7 pm, unless otherwise noted.

The January Board of Supervisors
meeting is Monday, January 4, at 7

“I am unboreable in the great outdoors.” —P.J. O’Rourke

HONEY BROOK FOOD
PANTRY DATES
The Honey Brook Food Pantry is
located at Door #8 of the Good
Food Distribution Center, 5064
Horseshoe Pike (across from
Wimpy & Dee’s diner). Distributions are bi-weekly, generally the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month except where noted due to
holidays. One visit per month per
household, please:
11/11, 10 am-1:30 pm
11/18, 4-6:30 pm
NOTE: please pre-register for the
Christmas holiday distribution in
October and November.
12/9, 10 am-1:30 pm
12/12 (Saturday), 10 am-2 pm
(holiday food distribution only)
12/23, 4-6:30 pm
Coats will be available on distribution days while supplies last.

PARK & RECREATION COMMITTEE UPDATE
Summer Wrap-Up
The Park & Recreation Committee had another successful summer of youth programs:


Tennis lessons for 1st-8th graders were held for seven sessions and were attended by 40 different children. The fee was $10, covering all 7 sessions.



Pick-up Basketball games were organized on three different weekends for a total of six sessions at $5 per session.



The free baseball/softball clinic was attended by 37 children for three nights in late July.



The elementary-age half-day camp program was enormously popular and ran at capacity in its
final four weeks (five were offered). 31 different children attended, averaging 3 weeks’ attendance. Fee was $25 per week per child.

Be watching in spring for information on Summer 2016 activities!
Help Wanted
Speaking of 2016, would you like to be a part of making Honey Brook Township a better place to
live and play? The Honey Brook Township Parks & Recreation Committee is seeking Township
residents who have the time to volunteer on this committee. The Park & Rec Committee plans and
conducts a variety of activities and also advises the Board of Supervisors. Committee meetings are
held on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm from January-October (no meetings are held in
November and December).
Let us know about your interest by submitting a brief resume to the Township Administration
Building, 500 Suplee Road, P O Box 1281, Honey Brook PA 19344. Include your contact information, and tell us why you are interested in serving and what would make you a good addition to
the committee.
Looking Ahead
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The Committee will begin planning summer activities in January, so they are looking for input as to
what residents would like to see happen. Please contact the Township Administration Office with
your ideas.

IMPORTANT DATES
NOVEMBER:
3

ELECTION DAY— Office
closed to walk-up traffic.
Zoning Officer at Township
by appointment only, 11 am3 pm

5

Board of Supervisors Workshop, 7 pm

11

Office Closed—Veteran’s Day
Regular Board of Supervisors
meeting, 7 pm

12

Planning Commission Work
Session (if needed), followed
by Regular meeting, 7 pm
(moved due to Thanksgiving)

17

Zoning officer on site at
Township, 11 am-3 pm

BRANDYWINE CREEK GREENWAY UPDATE
The Struble Trail and the Chester Valley Trail are two major trails under study in the Brandywine Creek Greenway (BCG).

Land Preservation, 7 pm
26

Office Closed-Thanksgiving

The Struble Trail is a paved, multi-use trail that currently begins in Downingtown and extends
north for 2.6 miles to a trailhead on Dorlans Mill Road in Uwchlan Township. Chester County is
studying the feasibility of extending the trail 16 miles north, along an abandoned rail bed, to
Honey Brook Borough. Public meetings were held in October for the unveiling of draft recommendations. The public comment period on the draft lasts until November 25th, and the feasibility study will be completed by the end of 2015. The study will recommend next steps for Chester
County to consider towards a phased implementation of the Struble Trail extension. Visit http://
www.brandywine.org/conservancy/resources/struble-trail to review the study. A copy is also
available for review at Honey Brook Borough’s and Honey Brook, West Nantmeal, East Brandywine, and Upper Uwchlan Township’s offices.

DECEMBER:

Completion of segments of the Struble
Trail and the Chester Valley Trail could
take up to 10 years – and some segments along the Struble Trail extension
may not be feasible. If completed in
their entirety, they would provide
Greenway municipalities with over 22
miles of bicycle and walking trails between Honey Brook Borough and Exton.

1

Zoning Officer on site at
Township, 11 am-3 pm

3

Board of Supervisors Workshop, 7 pm

9

Regular Board of Supervisors meeting, 7 pm

10

Planning Commission Work
Session (if needed), followed
by Regular meeting, 7 pm
(moved due to Christmas
Eve)

15

Zoning Officer on site at
Township, 11 am-3 pm

25

OFFICE CLOSED-Christmas
Day

23.5% of the BCG study area contains
permanently protected open space
including lands eased/owned by land
trusts, county agricultural easements,
public lands, and deed restricted open space. In Honey Brook Township, the amount of permanently protected space (including 3,101.89 acres of preserved land and 756.08 acres of publiclyowned lands) totals 3,857.97 acres, or 23.9% of the total land in the Township.
Public comments may be submitted no later than November 25th to Beth Burnham, Senior Planner for Natural Resources at the Brandywine Conservancy, P.O. Box 141, Chadds Ford, PA 19317
or at bburnham@brandywine.org.
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IMPORTANT DATES
JANUARY

ROADS DEPARTMENT
UPDATE

NOTE: MEETING DAYS/TIMES
FOR 2016 FINALIZED AT JAN. 4
RE-ORGANIZATION MEETING

Last year was a particularly brutal winter,
and early predictions are that this year will
be a difficult one as well.

1

OFFICE CLOSED-New
Year’s Day

4

Re-organization followed by
Regular Board of Supervisors
meeting, 7 pm

5

Zoning officer on site at
Township, 11 am-3 pm.

13

Planning Commission workshop (if needed), 7 pm

Remember to move parked cars from the
streets when there is one inch or more of
accumulated precipitation. If your car is
on a Township road during a weather
event, it will be towed per the Snow Emergency Ordinance 61-1994 and Resolution
2-2013. For the safety of all residents, the
Roads Crew needs to be able to maneuver
heavy equipment along the roadways as
they work to clear the roads of ice & snow.

18

OFFICE CLOSED-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

19

Farmer’s Breakfast and Land
Preservation meeting, 8 am
Zoning officer on site at
Township, 11 am-3 pm.

21

Park & Recreation Committee meeting, 7:30 pm

28

Regular Planning Commission meeting, 7 pm

FEBRUARY
2

Zoning officer on site at
Township, 11 am-3 pm

4

Board of Supervisors Workshop, 7 pm

10

Regular Board of Supervisors meeting, 7 pm

15

OFFICE CLOSEDPresident’s Day

16

Zoning Officer on site at
Township, 11 am-3 pm

18

Park and Recreation Committee meeting, 7:30 pm

25

Regular Planning Commission meeting, 7 pm

LAND PRESERVATION UPDATE
A 24-acre farm was preserved in August 2015 and a 49-acre farm was preserved in September 2015. Funds to make this possible came from Honey Brook Township, the Brandywine Conservancy, and the Chester County Ag Land Preservation Department. Both
farms were part of a five-farm group approved at the Board of Supervisors meeting in
May of 2014.
This brings the total of preserved land in Honey Brook Township to more than 3,100
acres with 438 pending. A complete listing may be found on the Land Preservation page
of www.honeybrooktwp.com.
Why is land preservation important? The Chester Delaware County Farm Bureau estimates that for every dollar of tax revenue generated from agriculture, only $0.02 to $0.12
of municipal and educational services are required. Compare this to residential land use:
for every tax dollar, $1.33 worth of municipal and educational services are required. The
numbers clearly show that agricultural land has less of an impact on the demand for municipal services; which, in turn, eases the municipal tax burden.

COMMUNITY MAP NEARING COMPLETION
The long-awaited community map and information brochure is due to be printed before
year’s end! Copies will be mailed to residents and businesses, and additional copies will
be available in the Township Administration Office. The map’s arrival will be announced on the Township website, www.honeybrooktwp.com.
The map was last published in 2010.

4

WARMTH WAS SHARED ON MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY OCTOBER 24
The Western Chester County Chamber of Commerce (WCCCC) and the Honey Brook
Community Partnership (HBCP) teamed up for a local Make-a-Difference-Day project
called Share the Warmth. A variety of service projects took place nationwide on October
24, 2015.
New or gently used coats (in both adult and children’s sizes) were collected at 10 different
locations between August 17 and October 16. Almost two thirds of them were distributed
at the Township Administration Building on October 24. Food donations to benefit the
Honey Brook Food Pantry were also collected. Cookies and cider were offered to all visitors.
The remaining coats were given to the Honey Brook Food Pantry and will be distributed
on food distribution days while supplies last. Special thanks to the WCCCC and the
HBCP, as well as the National Honor Society students from Twin Valley High School, who
worked so hard to make this project a success!

Mother Nature may be forgiving this year, or next
year, but eventually she's going to come around
and whack you. You've got to be prepared.
—Geraldo Rivera
CHESTER COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES LAUNCHES READYCHESCO
ALERT SYSTEM
ReadyChesCo is used to notify
you during a major crisis or emergency, and delivers important
emergency alerts; such as weather, road closures, health, or community alerts. You can choose to
sign up by county, municipality,
or by topic.
You may receive notifications and
updates on all your devices:


email account



cell phone (via SMS)



pager

Registration takes only a few
minutes! You can register by
visiting
www.readychesco.org

IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
1

Zoning officer on site at Township, 11
am-3 pm

3

Board of Supervisors Workshop, 7 pm

9

Regular Board of Supervisors meeting,
7 pm

10

Planning Commission Workshop (if
needed), 7 pm

15

Zoning Officer on site at Township, 11
am-3 pm
Land Preservation meeting, 7 pm

17

Park and Recreation Committee meeting, 7:30 pm

24

Regular Planning Commission meeting, 7 pm

25

OFFICE CLOSED-Good Friday

ZONING OFFICER:
610-286-1622 X100

It is free to sign up for ReadyChesCo, and you can choose the
type of alerts that you get. Your
wireless carrier may charge you to
get messages on your device, so
check your plan to see what is
covered. You can choose to stop
getting these messages at any
time.

HRS AT TOWNSHIP BUILDING: 11 AM3 PM ON 1ST & 3RD TUESDAYS
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Honey Brook Township was incorporated on February 24, 1789,
from the western part of West
Nantmeal Township. It is classified as a township of the second
class, with a Board of three Supervisors elected at-large for six-year
terms.
The following mission and vision
statements were adopted in 2004:
The mission of the Board of Supervisors of Honey Brook Township shall
be to provide municipal services
related to land use, police protection
and public works in order to maintain
a community that supports a tranquil
and rural way of life.

The vision of the Board of Supervisors for the future of Honey Brook
Township is that the Township shall
remain a predominantly agricultural
community that surrounds a population hub offering various commercial
and social activities. The vision includes the establishment of a land
preservation program, concentration
of non-agricultural uses along specific
portions of major arterials, betterment
of current low-income housing areas,
upgrading of all governmental and
quasi-governmental facilities, reduction of non-local traffic in congested
areas, and exploration of Township
and Borough integration.

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE

Below is a comprehensive listing of projects being discussed in the Planning Commission
meetings. Not all projects are discussed every month because they are in various stages
of their subdivision or land development process. As always, if you have questions about
any particular project, please call the Township Administration Office at 610-273-3970.

Development Updates (as of 10/30/2015*):
Subdivisions completed construction:
- Henry Zook Land Development, Reservoir Road.
- Tel Hai Phase 3-Stonecroft, independent living apartments.
- Gideon E. Stoltzfus, Jr., one lot on Welsh Road.
Lot line changes completed (recorded):
- Riehl Land LP & Westbrooke IP, Westbrooke Drive.
- Ivan S. & Linda Z. Stoltzfus, Maple Street.
- Stoltzfus Manufacturing IP/LLC & J. Daniel Stoltzfus AND Ivan S. & Anna Mae Stoltzfus (a.k.a. the Stoltzfus tracts), Twin County Road.
- Leisey/Thomas lot line change, Reservoir Road.
Subdivisions under construction:
- Mountainview, 93 single-family dwellings located off Plumwood Road (accessed via
Mountainview Road in Caernarvon Township—Berks County). Note: roads are in the
process of being dedicated; some improvements remain.
- Brandywine Preserve (Whitehorse Drive), located off Route 322 (north of the Borough).
- Village Greene - Phase I, 19 townhomes, and
- Village Greene - Phase II, 26 townhomes; both located off Route 322 (near the eastern
township line).
- Tel Hai Phase 4-Cottages on Bay Tree Court; both located off Rolling Hills Circle.
- Faulkner – 4 lots off Dampman Road—private street, Locust Drive.
- Cambridge Mennonite Church, building and parking expansion on Cambridge Road.
- RicMar Real Estate/Hoover Building, land development on Route 322 north of the Borough.
- Swampy Hollow Manufacturing, 16/56 Westbrooke Drive (off Route 322 north of the
Borough in McConnell Business Park).
- King’s Tables Building Expansion, 176 Westbrooke Drive.
Conditionally Approved subdivision or land development plans preparing for establishment of public improvements escrow:
- Poplar Realty, 128 single-family dwellings proposed at Chestnut Tree and Grieson
Roads.
- Maureen Miller lot line change, Grow Road.
- Honey Brook Community Church, land development on Horseshoe Pike just southeast
of the Borough.
- Benuel Stoltzfus & Daniel Stoltzfus lot add-on plan, Given Road.

Subdivision and land development plans under review:
- Pleasantview Welding, land development on Route 322 north of the Borough.
- Riehl LP land development, Westbrooke Drive.
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*This list is subject to change. The Planning Commission meets every fourth Thursday of
the month at 7:00 pm January-October and as announced for November & December.
Workshop sessions are held on an as-needed basis on the second Thursday of the month.
All are welcome to the meeting to learn about what is planned and what is under review
for development in our Township.

REDUCING STORMWATER POLLUTION
In developed areas, runoff drains into storm drains and drainage ditches and eventually discharges to streams.
Thus, all particles, trash, cigarette butts, pet waste, lawn chemicals, de-icing salts and chemicals, vehicle fluid
droppings, and everything else that accumulates on the pavements and land surfaces are carried by the stormwater into the streams, contaminating them. Over 55% of the streams in Chester County are listed as impaired by
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), including the East and West Branches of
Brandywine Creek and Pequea Creek that run through Honey Brook Township. Here are a few simple things
that, collectively, can make a big difference in keeping our natural waterways and water supply sources clean, safe
and healthy:
Nothing but rain in the drain! Never pour or throw trash, liquids, or any substance into a storm drain. These
drains are directly connected to the local stream! And it's against the law!!
Put trash in its place! Cigarette butts, coffee and soft drink cups & lids, snack wrappers, plastic drink bottles
should not be dropped on the ground or pavement; put them in a recycle bin or trash receptacle. None of
these evaporate; all wash to the streams. Keep a small bag in your car for trash and dispose of it when you get
to a recycle or trash can. Whether at the library, work, store, a park or a trail, place all trash and waste in
trash receptacles. Trash that accumulates in public areas can make it look uncared for and unsafe. It will be
carried by stormwater through storm drains and into local creeks and streams.
Pick up pet waste. Pet droppings contain bacteria and parasites as well as nutrients, all of which create water
quality problems. Every time it rains, pet waste left to decay can be washed into streams and storm drains.
Even when it is not raining, these droppings are unsafe and unhealthy to be left in areas where children play
such as parks and neighborhoods. Carry disposable bags while walking your pet and use them to pick up after
your pet. Pick up pet waste promptly from your yard. Bag it, seal it, and deposit it in a trash can.
Yard Care. Use fertilizers sparingly, and sweep up driveways, sidewalks, and gutters. Vegetate bare spots in
your yard to reduce runoff and promote infiltration. Compost your yard waste. Use the least toxic pesticides,
follow labels, and learn how to prevent pest problems. Direct downspouts away from paved surfaces; consider
a rain garden to capture runoff.
Avoid Using Salt for De-icing. Salt from de-icing is rapidly becoming a widespread water pollution problem.
It dissolves and is carried into streams, storm drains and infiltrates into groundwater. Consider using nonsalt de-icing chemicals. Sand and bird seed may used in place of chemical de-icers. Experiment with what
works for you. If salt is essential, store it AWAY FROM storm drains. Cover it to avoid rain from washing the
salt into storm drains and streams.
Automobile Washing. Wash your vehicles at a commercial facility where wash water is treated and directed to
the sanitary sewer that goes to the local wastewater treatment plant or is captured for proper disposal. Consider washing your car on a porous surface such as grass, so the wash water can soak into the soil, be treated
by soil particles and microbes, and be filtered before it enters the groundwater.
Automobile Maintenance – Keep it Clean! Never pour or throw things down storm drains. They are directly connected to the local stream! Protect sidewalks, curbs, streets and gutters before making repairs or performing minor maintenance. Place a container under the oil pan, brake line, or other auto part, which is leaking or may leak heavily. Place pads, cardboard, newspaper or kitty litter when using chemicals to catch spills.
Store used transmission, brake, or other fluids, and recycle used oil and antifreeze in a secure location where
they can’t spill or wash into a storm drain. Then recycle the fluids at a service station. Place only lightly soiled
absorbent materials in the trash.
Septic Maintenance. Have your on-lot sewage system inspected and pumped a minimum of every three years
to ensure its proper operation and avoid potential malfunctions or sewage discharges.
Participate in Stream Clean-Ups. Check with surrounding municipalities, Chester County Water Resources
Authority or Conservation District, the Brandywine Conservancy, or other environmental groups. Links to
these groups are available on the Stormwater page of the Township website, www.honeybrooktwp.com.
Report Illegal Dumping! Spilling, disposing, or discharging of any substance into a storm drain is illegal. If
you witness something being poured, dumped, disposed, or discharged into or in the immediate vicinity of a
storm drain on any property in Chester County, call the County at 610-344-6220.
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HONEY BROOK TOWNSHIP
500 SUPLEE RD
P.O. BOX 1281
HONEY BROOK, PA 19344
PHONE 610-273-3970
FAX 610-273-3909
E-MAIL HBADMIN@PTD.NET
WWW.HONEYBROOKTWP.COM
OFFICE HOURS: 9AM-3PM
MONDAY-FRIDAY

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS
The Honey Brook Township Recycling Ordinance 174-2014, adopted at the August 13, 2014 Board of Supervisors meeting, outlines the recycling program that waste haulers must follow in Honey Brook Township. It also outlines regulations on Open
Burning that are important for all residents to understand and follow.
Outdoor burning of municipal waste, leaf waste, yard waste, or recyclable materials that are required to be separated and collected (newspaper, cardboard, clear glass, and plastics numbered 1-5 and 7) is PROHIBITED. Small controlled fires, such as
campfires, are not prohibited, but toxic materials of any kind cannot be burned at any time. Any and all fires shall be
monitored at all times and one should keep a source of water nearby in case of emergency.
The Right-to-Farm Act, 3 P.S. 951 et seq., as amended by Act. No. 1998-38, does not prohibit farmers on farms of over 5 acres
from carrying out normal and customary activities of farming operations, which occasionally includes open burning. However,
a farmer may NOT burn municipal waste, leaves, or recyclables generated from a residential unit on the farm or from any other
residential property. The Right-to-Farm Act also permits the use of newspaper for bedding for farm animals, and the composting and spreading of manure or other farm-produced agricultural wastes, provided that such activities are conducted in accordance with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations.
Ordinance 174-2014 may be viewed in its entirety on the Township website, www.honeybrooktwp.com or in the Administration
Office during normal business hours.
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