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Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors 

July 11, 2018 Regular Meeting Approved Minutes 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor John McHugh with the pledge to the flag.  

Also present were Supervisor Travis Stacey, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township Engineer 

Mike Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman.  Supervisor Tracy Olsen was absent. 

 

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that the meeting was being videotaped and 

live-streamed by Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the June 7 Workshop and June 13, 2018 Regular 

Business Meeting.  

2. Accept the Land Preservation Committee Minutes of May 22, 2018 

3. Accept the Trail Committee Minutes of June 14, 2018 

4. Accept the Recreation and Parks Board Minutes of June 21, 2018 

5. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of June 28, 2018 

6. Accept the June 2018 Financial Reports 

7. Accept the June 2018 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

8. Accept the June 2018 Manager’s Report 

9. Accept the June 2018 PA State Police Incident Reports 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director:  The Roads Crew did some patching two weeks ago using 

a new kind of truck that you can patch spots by putting down the oil and stone all at once in 

different widths.  It worked well for the oiling and chipping process; we used 2,050 gallons of 

oil and l,106 tons of stone on eight roads in just one day’s time.  Yesterday we finished the 

regular sealcoating.  We have two more days’ work on Park Road before we widen & overlay it; 

that should be done by the middle of August.   

 

John McHugh thanked Don and the entire Crew for their work on Beaver Dam Road; it looks 

good. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Honey Brook Community Partnership 

met this week.  Plans are coming together for the carnival September 12-15 and Harmony Day 

on September 15.  Vendor applications and sponsorship information have been posted and is 

available on the website.  The Harmony Day activities, including the public health fair, will be 

at Borough Park; the carnival will be on the Honey Brook Fire Company grounds.   
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Chester County Hospital is sponsoring a map insert to the Tri County Record for the day’s 

festivities, which include an outdoor movie at James Umble Park sponsored by the Park and 

Recreation Board. 

 

A Farm and Home Safety Awareness Night will be hosted by the Honey Brook Fire Company 

on July 19, 2018 at 7:00 pm.  A variety of representatives will be on hand to discuss how 

emergency services work and what the potential dangers of the home, farm, and workplace are.  

Information will be posted on the website tomorrow. 

 

There is an item on tonight’s agenda about a variance application that was reviewed at the last 

Planning Commission meeting.  Due to vacation schedules, the hearing will be August 16.  The 

applicant granted the Township the required extension of time for this to occur.  The hearing 

will occur after the next Board meeting. 

 

3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  Steve stated that Don has been working to find a 

replacement for one vacant Public Works maintenance staff position.  After reviewing 

applications and speaking to potential candidates, the position was filled. 

 

Travis Stacey, Honey Brook Fire Chief Robb and I met today to discuss the recent false alarms.  

The Chief provided a location that has recently had numerous alarms.   I will issue the required 

warning letter, a copy of the ordinance and the service fee schedule if there are additional false 

alarms during this calendar year.   

 

The East Walnut Road bridge was recently inspected as required by PennDOT and there are 

deficiencies requiring a “priority repair”.  The needed work will be evaluated to determine 

whether it can be accomplished by the Public Works maintenance staff.  If not, Mike Reinert 

will ask the Board for authorization to bid the work. 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  no one was present from the Committee.  Steve stated 

they have an upcoming meeting [July 17], and the draft plan will be significantly completed by 

that time.  Copies will be ready for the Board to review. 

 

5. Recreation and Parks Board:  no one from the Board was present.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated 

that harvesting has begun in the raised bed garden.  So far, four pounds of lettuce and nearly 

seven pounds of spinach has been donated to Steeple to People.  The cucumbers are in, as well 

as tomatoes, lettuce, spinach, beets, peppers, and some parsley, basil, and oregano.  Help is still 

requested and appreciated. 

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert stated that the PC is meeting on July 26.  There is a 

subdivision to discuss and possibly a variance application.  The draft zoning ordinance will also 

be discussed. 

 

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive, asked about the second variance application they discussed at the 

last PC meeting; only one is being discussed by the Board tonight.     

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the applicant [for ZHB 2018-7, Alvin Zook,] decided to 

withdraw his variance application after the PC meeting, due to their suggestion that the 

requested variance may not be viewed by the Zoning Hearing Board as a hardship. 
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Open Forum 

None. 

 

 

New Business  

1. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to schedule a public hearing at 7:00 

p.m. during the September 12, 2018 Supervisors meeting about the proposed zoning ordinance 

and to direct the Solicitor to advertise as required by the Municipalities Planning Code.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, direct the Solicitor to advertise that 

the proposed zoning ordinance #196-2018 may be enacted at the Supervisors meeting on 

September 12, 2018.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to direct Technicon to inspect all 

Accessory Apartments that are due according to the standards set by Ordinance #174-2014.  All 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Motion to (support / not support / take no position) on the zoning variance application #2018-6 

submitted by Amos & Elizabeth Kauffman, 2069 Beaver Dam Road, to construct and operate a 

farm-related school on a property containing at least 10 acres instead of the 20 acres required.  

 

Mike Reinert stated that the applicant and engineer for the project were present.  

 

James Haigney of Commonwealth Engineers, representing Amos Kauffman, stated that he was 

requesting relief from Section 27-1602.1.C(8)(b). 

 

The parcel in question is 21.5 acres in size.  According to the Zoning Ordinance, a farm-related 

school can only be constructed on a 20-acre parcel.  The applicant is looking to divide the 

property into two 10-acre parcels.  Amos lives across the street and would use a barn and 

construct the school on one parcel; the other 10-acre parcel is for his son.   

 

The only real issue is 20 acres versus 10.  The school board has looked at other sites but their 

criteria are to have a school in a central area to the families using it, building it in an area that’s 

open and with a good line of sight to the residences serving school.  Other sites meet the acreage 

criterion but aren’t in as central of a location. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that the PC did review and support the application. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to support variance application 

#2018-6.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Old Business 

None. 

 

 

Open Forum 

None. 

 

 

Adjournment 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:21 pm. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee 

Road beginning at 7:00 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change 

July 12 Trail Study Committee 

July 16 Neighborhood Watch Informational Meeting 

July 17 Land Preservation Committee 

June 26 Planning Commission 

Aug 2 Board of Supervisors Workshop  

Aug 8 Board of Supervisors Regular Business 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 


