
Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors 

October 10, 2018 Regular Meeting Approved Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Tracy Olsen with the pledge to the 

flag.  Also present were Supervisors John McHugh and Travis Stacey, Township Manager Steve 

Landes, Township Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman. 

 

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2012-2, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was live-

streaming and recording the meeting. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the September 6 and 12, 2018 Meetings. 

2. Accept the Trail Committee Minutes of September 13, 2018  

3. Accept the Land Preservation Committee Minutes of July 17 and September 25, 2018 

4. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of September 27, 2018 

5. Accept the September 2018 Financial Reports 

6. Accept the September 2018 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

7. Accept the September 2018 Manager’s Report 

8. Accept the September 2018 PA State Police Incident Reports 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director: Park Road is just about done after 2.5 years.  We had a 

delay with PP&L, obtained the right-of-way, experienced a delay on the inlet boxes, and there 

were only three of us for 95% of the time.  The rains didn’t help.  We have to paint the lines & 

that’s it.  If it dries up, we’ll clean up the ditches & do a bit of paving on Morgantown Road.  

New employee Travis Roy started on October 1. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The PSATS mini-convention is November 1 

and 2 in Montgomery County.  If anyone on the Board would like to attend, just let the office 

know. 

 

Just a reminder that there is no walk-up traffic on Tuesday, November 6 due to the General 

Election.   

 

The Western Chester County Chamber of Commerce is holding their awards dinner on 

Thursday, November 15.  The dinner is in honor of Tel Hai’s own Tom Tracy.  Call me if you 

are interested in having a spot at the Honey Brook Community Partnership table for the dinner.    

 

3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  I’m not sure how many people know this, but there aren’t 

many local Public Works departments that can do what Don & his crew did on Park Road.  

Usually that’s all contracted out.  There should be a lot of accolades for the guys; this just isn’t a 

normal thing that Public Works departments do. 

 



There will be an internet survey arriving later next week, and there will be paper copies in the 

office as part of the Recreation, Parks, Open Space and Trails Comprehensive Plan Study 

Committee’s work.  Once we publish it, we ask that as many residents as possible fill it out, and 

we ask that you encourage your friends and neighbors do the same. 

 

Last meeting at the Open Forum, there were residents complaining about an adjoining business 

property.  The Zoning Officer sent a letter to the business owner outlining the Township’s noise 

regulations.  We haven’t heard back from the business; nor have we heard any adverse feedback 

yet from the neighbors.  Tracy Olsen stated that she heard good feedback. 

 

The Mill Road Bridge repairs are completed.  It wasn’t the work that took so long, but it was 

because of flooding that the work had to be suspended before it was finished.  We’re awaiting 

the final documentation from the bridge engineer, and then the PennDOT engineering firm will 

come down and inspect it. 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee:  nobody was present from the committee.  Steve Landes stated 

that the committee prepared the Land Preservation Plan update with planning consultant 

Brandywine Conservancy.  The Committee recommended that the Board approve the Plan as 

presented.  A discussion of the Plan is included on the Supervisors November 8th workshop 

agenda.   

 

5. Recreation and Parks Board:  nobody from the board was present.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated 

that 26 attended the outdoor movie, “Coco”, on Harmony Day evening.  The garden is done for 

the season.  Weather—either rain or heat—kept the harvest from being as good as it could have 

been this year.  The Board will start again in Spring of 2019; anyone interested in being on the 

list to help out for next growing season can let the Township Office know. 

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert stated that there is an annexation plan to review.  

Jennifer will issue a review letter and a planning module for Baron Hill Storage—the holding 

tank for the campground.  At a future meeting we’ll be discussing the Act 537 Plan.  At either 

the November and/or December meeting, the PC will review the Plan as part of the usual review 

process before approval.   

 

Bob Witters, Tel Hai, asked what became of the Mobile 3 Realty applications that were 

discussed at the September PC meeting.  Mike stated that they’ll be on future agendas for 

review. 

 

Bob Witters stated that he sees in his minutes that the PC has requested copies of the new 

Zoning Ordinance. Steve Landes stated that they will be provided. 

 

Open Forum 

1. Jennifer Spade, Honey Brook Community Library:  Jennifer reported that about 33,00 people 

came through the Library in the last year and  292 free programs were offered, ranging from 

Raise-a –Reader to a knitting group.   

 

This year the Library started a development committee.  We’re really a community center, so 

we need more space.  There will be a capital campaign kicked off next year.   

 

  



Lastly, libraries fall under the Dept. of Education, and as such, there is a “star” program—

Bronze, Silver, Gold.  This year we achieved the bronze star.  Only 5 libraries have gotten a star 

so far, so we’re proud to achieve the PA Forward star.  We help with literacy in all forms.  

Hopefully next time we can report a silver star.   

 

We appreciate the Township’s annual contribution to support the Library.   

 

 

2. Bob Witters stated that he’d like to congratulate Don and his crew on the Park Road job.  My 

neighbors and I were surprised at the paving of the entire length of it, and the added width is 

very helpful. 

 

New Business  

1. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Christian & Barbara Fisher subdivision plan:   (Tax Parcel Number 22-7-83) 

 

This is the subdivision of a 10-acre parcel off of a total of 78 acres.  The resulting parcels will 

each have a residence and one has a rural occupation.  The Chester County Planning 

Commission recommended approval.  The PC reviewed the plan at their September meeting and 

recommend conditional final plan approval.   

 

Tracy Olsen stated that this is off Cambridge Road. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the Christian & Barbara 

Fisher subdivision plan subject to Technicon’s letter dated September 17, 2018. All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

3. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to authorize the Solicitor to advertise 

a public hearing for the conditional use application submitted by Mobile Realty 3, LLC, to 

expand the existing Mobile Home Park use at Brandywine Terrace (TPN 22-8-81).  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

4. J-Lyn Holdings, LLC, 5277 Horseshoe Pike (22-3-11.1) 

Motion to (support / not support / take no position) on the zoning variance application submitted 

by J-Lyn Holdings, LLC, 5277 Horseshoe Pike to construct new buildings inside the front and 

side yard setbacks.   

 

John Pogue, the applicant’s engineer, reviewed the proposed plan and explained the need for the 

side and front lot dimensional variances.  John Smucker, the applicant was also present. The site 

is 3.5 acres.  50% of the site is a floodplain for the unnamed tributary on the eastern side.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that there would be a land development plan required after there is a 

determination by the Zoning Hearing Board about the variances.  The PC reviewed the variance 

application and recommended support of the application. 

 

 



John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to support the zoning variance 

application #2018-11 by J-Lyn Holdings to construct new buildings inside the front and side 

yard setbacks.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to authorize the Manager to receive 

bids for equipment with operator to assist the Township with snow and ice removal at direction 

of the Public Works Director.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

6. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve an agreement with 

Westbrooke IP, LLC (22-3-69) to jointly improve Westbrooke Drive and storm water system to 

a condition suitable for the Township to accept road dedication.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve four (4) financial security 

releases as recommended by Technicon: 

a. Elmer Beiler Subdivision, 2025 Compass Road (22-9-19.2) in the amount of $36,992.50 

for completed site improvements. 

b. Isaac Fisher / DeckCraft, 1063 Compass Road (22-6-52) in the amount of $13,708.20 for 

storm water improvements 

c. Honey Brook Community Church, 3940 Horseshoe Pike (22-7-72) in the amount of 

$94,815.57 for completed site improvements. 

d. Reuben Stoltzfus, 582 Icedale Road (22-8-94) in the amount of $4,100.00 for storm 

water improvements. 

 

     All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Open Forum 

1. Terry Schmidt stated that after the next inspection, a court order would have to be obtained for 

the Township to come onto my property.  Every few months, my neighbor comes into the 

Township to complain about our property.  We just called received a call today from the Public 

Utilities Commission (PUC) today because of his complaints. 

 

John McHugh suggested that the neighbors get together and work things out once and for all.  

Tracy Olsen stated that we all wish it could come to some resolution. 

 

John McHugh stated that another option is to file a complaint with Judge Cabry’s office. 

 

 

2. Bob Witters asked about the Veterans’ Day program. 

 

John McHugh stated in 2012 we started a Veterans Honor Roll and it’s grown tremendously 

over the years.  Veterans Day falls on a Sunday this year.  We’ve partnered with the Honey 

Brook Borough and Tel Hai.  It will be at the Tel Hai Stonecroft Center for Worship and 

Performing Arts at 2:00 pm.  It will be the 100th anniversary of Armistice Day.   

 

Bob Witters stated that Senator Rafferty and Representative Tim Hennessey will be there and 

we’ll recognize some folks, we’ll have the Chester County Chorale perform and Boy Scout 

Troop 19 will be there. 

 



3. A man from Village Greene stated that he would like to add to the conversation at the workshop 

you had.  We found out that Village Greene’s buildings #2-10 are having stormwater issues as 

well as #10-16. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated for the benefit of those present that there were several residents from Village 

Greene at the last workshop meeting. 

 

 

Adjournment 

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:43 pm. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee 

Road beginning at 7:00 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change 

Oct 11 Trail Study Committee 

Oct 18 Parks and Recreation Board (7:30 p.m.) 

Oct 22 Zoning Hearing Board:  Appeal by Wendy Lauer of the Zoning Officer’s Notice of 

Violation (7:30) and J-Lyn Holdings, LLC variance application (8:30 pm).   

Oct 25 Planning Commission 

Nov 8 Board of Supervisors Workshop  

Nov 8 Trail Committee 

Nov 11 Veterans Honor Roll Ceremony hosted by Tel Hai at the Stonecroft Community 

Center (2:00 pm) 

Nov 14 Board of Supervisors Regular Business 


