A session entitled “Organizing a Profitable One Day Equipment Show or Auction” offered valuable guidelines
and timetables, as presented by Charlie Saggese from Moshannon Valley COG on their Equipment Show and Ann
Simonetti, formerly with Capital Region COG, on their Equipment Auction.

Mary Wilson, from Centre Region COG and Dan Glotz, from Warren County Intergovernmental Co‐Op, each
detailed their experiences Establishing a Secretaries Roundtable group that meets to share and facilitate an exchange of
information.

Lastly, Alan Kugler, PACOG Consultant and PA Futures President, talked to us
about the importance of Record Retention and a Legacy Scanning Program that can
preserve historical records and convert paper documents to electronic formats.

COG Talk... What’s Happening in Our COGs?
Beaver County Regional COG is involved in numerous projects including joint bidding on road salt for 2018‐2019. They
have guest presentations at their meetings on topics such as Emergency Services, a River‐Centric Initiative (for
municipalities on a waterfront or if not on a river, how to relate to nearby rivers), a Geographic Information System (GIS)
Program for data collection and management, and Excavator Safety Training.
Capital Region COG municipalities participated in a joint salt/deicer bid. Recent training sessions included Stormwater
Training on Hazardous Materials, and Electronic Communication Liabilities for Municipalities.
Nazareth Area COG members have access to the WeatherTrends website that the COG has contracted with. The
company offers weather intelligence for municipal government and the utility industry. It puts out both short‐term and
long‐term forecasts to assist municipalities and utility service providers in being Proactive rather than Reactive to
weather events. www.weathertrends360.com
Potter County, McKean County and Cameron County are working on developing a three‐county comprehensive plan to
be used as a guidebook for officials for the next ten years. It is intended to be a guide for planning commissions also,
regarding zoning, land use, housing and water resources. A section of the plan will focus on regional issues, efforts and
initiatives, but each county will have a section of its own focusing on its own situations. The three counties have
designated officials working on the comprehensive plan and are following an action timeline to ensure goals are met.
Quaker Valley COG communities were active in performing $943,000 in community improvements through Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding administered through the COG. Partial funding support to administer these
programs is received by the COG from Allegheny County. The COG has applied for additional monies for the fiscal year
that will begin July 1, 2019.

PACOG Board of Delegates Meeting
The PACOG Board of Delegates meeting was held on October 5, 2018, as part of the PACOG Annual Conference
at the Centre Region COG. Board decisions included: no dues increase in 2019, signing a PSAB/PACOG contract for 2019,
and retaining Alan Kugler as a consultant in 2019.
No decision was reached on the 2019 Annual PACOG Conference: whether to have a one‐day event at Centre
Region COG (like this year) or to partner with PSAB at their Fall Conference (as in past years). Next year’s PSAB Fall
Conference will be at the Nittany Lion Inn at State College. Further discussions will be initiated and a decision made.
Officers elected were: Steve Hurni, President; Gene Miller, 1st Vice President; Brad Shaffer, 2nd Vice President;
and Gary Myers, 3rd Vice President.

Uniform Construction Code
The Department of Labor & Industry announced that the PA Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC)
recently approved the adoption of updated regulations for the Uniform Construction Code (UCC), marking the first time
most building codes for both commercial and residential construction have been updated since 2009. Many of the ICC
codes were recently approved in their final form by the IRRC and became effective October 1, 2018. For additional
information about the approved changes or to view the UCC RAC 2015 Code Review Report, go to www.dli.pa.gov.

2019 Local Government Day Excellence Awards
Each year, one week in April is designated by the PA Legislature as “Local Government Week,” honoring the
dedication of Pennsylvania’s local officials and encouraging citizens to learn how local government functions and affects
each resident and the business community.
During this week, the Governor’s Center for Local Government Services has made a tradition of hosting a Local
Government Day celebration, featuring the presentation of the Governor’s Awards for Local Government Excellence to
recognize local officials for their successes in undertaking innovative initiatives to improve the quality of life in their
communities.
Nominations are being accepted, now through December 14, 2018, for Local Government Awards.
The award categories are as follows: (1) Building Community Partnerships; (2) Responding to Adver‐sity; (3)
Promoting Community/Economic Revitalization; (4) Innovative Community/Governmental Initiatives; (5) Fiscal
Accountability and Best Management Practices; (6) Innovative Planning and Sound Land Use Practices; (7)
Intergovernmental Cooperation; (8) Information Technology; (9) Health and Wellness Initiatives.
Visit the Local Government Day Awards webpage to learn more about judging criteria for each category, award
guidelines, and submitting a nomination. The webpage address is: https://dced.pa.gov/governors‐awards‐for‐local‐
government.

Office of Open Records
The Office of Open Records (OOR) has updated the Official Right‐to‐Know Law Fee Schedule. The fee schedule,
which the OOR is required to review every two years, governs many of the fees agencies can charge to provide records
under the Right to Know Law (RTKL). There were five mostly minor changes, the most major being that the authorized
fee for color copies is now “up to $0.50 per copy” (the previous fee was $0.25 per copy). A PDF version of the Official
Right‐to‐Know Law Fee Schedule is available at the OOR website, www.openrecords.pa.gov.
The Office of Open Records recently, on November 1, 2018, held its annual free training session in Harrisburg on
the Right‐to‐Know Law and Sunshine Act. The OOR will conduct special training for groups that
wish to learn about the application of the RTKL, including both agencies and requesters. Also, the OOR often
partners with various organizations or associations (e.g., the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, the Pennsylvania State
Associations of Township Supervisors, and the Pennsylvania State Associations of Boroughs) to provide a presenter or
panelist.

In order to conduct a training, the OOR requires at least 30 days advance notice and a minimum of 15 attendees.
To request training on the RTKL and/or the Sunshine Act, complete the online training request form or call the OOR
at (717) 346‐9903. George Spiess, Chief of Outreach and Training, will follow‐up with all requesters.

Sexual Harassment Policies
State Auditor General Eugene DePasquale is focusing on preventing sexual harassment at PA State Agencies with
plans to audit their sexual harassment policies.The goal is to prevent sexual harassment from happening in the first
place. For agencies under the jurisdiction of the governor, sexual harassment policy comes from the Office of
Administration, and the Auditor General will look at how well those policies are being complied with. For agencies not
under the jurisdiction of the governor, the Auditor General will look to see if they have a policy in place and how well it’s
being implemented.
Auditor General DePasquale is also addressing school district sexual harassment policies. He will be asking for
copies of sexual harassment policies for school districts statewide, noting that preventing harassment is a key to creating
a safe learning environment. In addition to policies, he will be requesting information on harassment training, which is a
critical part of creating safe schools. “Every school district should have a policy that applies to everyone working in the
district, from administrators and superintendents to teachers and maintenance staff,” DePasquale said. “Everyone
should be expected to follow the same set of rules, undergo training and set the strongest possible example for the
children they serve.”

Grant Information


Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
A special solicitation has been issued, under the Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant Program (AFIG), which will
provide up to a 50% reimbursement grant to install public refueling infrastructure along the highway corridors in PA
that are designated as alternative fuel corridors by the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (Pub.L.No 114‐94)
as “signage ready” or “signage pending” by the Federal Highway Administration. Approximately $1 million in grants
will be available. Program guidelines and applications are available at www.dep.pa.gov (select “citizens”, then “grants,
loans and rebates,” then “Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant”). Applications must be submitted using the Department
of Community and Economic Development Electronic Single application online grants system. The application period
is November 9, 2018 through 4 pm on February 8, 2019.
A new grant round has opened under Section 902 of the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste
Reduction Act (Act 101). Municipalities who received a 902 grant award in 2018 are not eligible to apply for this
funding. Municipalities are eligible for 90% funding of approved recycling program costs. All applicants are required to
complete the Sustainability Plan portion of the application that includes definitive actions and strategies for optimizing
program self‐sufficiency. Grant application forms are available from DEP regional offices and on the website
www.dep.pa.gov (search term: “Recycling Grants”). Grant applications must be received or postmarked by March 22,
2019.


Department of Transportation (PennDOT)
The Department of Transportation established Green Light – Go: Pennsylvania’s Municipal Partnership Program,
also known as the Green Light – Go Program. This is a competitive application and reimbursement grant program
whereby municipalities or metropolitan or rural planning organizations can request financial assistance for existing
traffic signal maintenance and operations activities, including upgrading traffic signals to light‐emitting diode (LED)
technology. Additional information including program requirements, guidelines and application evaluation criteria can
be found at http://www.dot.state.pa.us/signals/. Applications are being accepted between October 15, 2018 and
January 11, 2019.


Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR)
The DCNR Bureau of Recreation and Conservation (BRC) 2019 grant program for statewide, regional, and local
recreation and conservation projects will open on January 22, 2019 and close on April 10, 2019. Training and technical
assistance on this grant program are being offered through statewide workshops and webinars. On‐line pre‐
registration is required for both the workshops and webinars. Go to http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us, then click on Grants.

Enacted 2018 Legislation
 Act 30— establishes Pennsylvania’s Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program for low‐cost, long‐term
financing for energy efficiency, renewable energy, and water conservation upgrades to commercial/industrial
properties.
 Act 44 – creates the School Safety and Security Grant Program providing funding to improve student safety and help
prevent/reduce school violence. It also requires schools to provide employees with mandatory training on school
safety and security.
 Act 86 – allows the PA State Police to use LIDAR for speed enforcement, allows automated speed enforcement
cameras in active work zones, and establishes a pilot program for an automated speed enforcement system on
designated highways.
 Act 94 – states that a person commits an offense if they unlawfully use or operate an audio or video device in a
courtroom.
 Act 96 – establishes electronic prescription requirements for opioids.
 Act 98 – amends the Recreational Use of Land Liability Law to expand protections for landowners.
 Act 99 – allows a procedure for boroughs to respond quickly in an emergency situation and make necessary
purchases in response to the situation.
 Act 101 – eases the municipal curbside leaf pick up mandate.
 Act 104 – addresses issues related to cats or dogs in unattended vehicles, the Motor Vehicle Extreme Heat Protection
Act.
 Act 107 – allows the PA Department of Community and Economic Development to develop a business one‐stop‐shop
online permitting portal.
 Act 117 – allows the use of automated work zone vehicles by PennDOT and the PA Turnpike and allows for the
platooning of motor carrier vehicles.
 Act 120 – allows regulated water/wastewater utilities to replace lead pipe water laterals and damaged sewer laterals.
 Act 124 – updates the City of Harrisburg’s Act 47 Receivership (Municipalities Financial Recovery Act Tax).
 Act 127 – changes the ballot signature requirements for incumbent magisterial district judges.
 Act 129 – changes to the Municipal Police Officers Education & Training Commission (MPOETC).
 Act 134 – creates a Recreational Vehicle Law.
 Act 135 – concise Financial Statement Advertising Reform.
 Acts 140, 141, 142 and 143 – allows boroughs, townships and cities to make purchases from volunteer emergency
service organizations without competitive bids.
 Act 144 – amends the Vehicle Code that prohibits the obstruction of a curb ramp or access aisle adjacent to a
handicapped parking space with a fine of $100‐$300 and allows local authorities to limit access to
certain residential handicapped spaces and charge a reasonable fee for such spaces.
 Acts 150, 151 and 152 – increases the threshold/exemptions from bidding for selling personal property from $1,000
to $2,000.
 Act 153 – amends Title 75 (Vehicles) of the PA Consolidated Statutes, and increases the penalties on repeat Driving
Under the Influence offenders in addition to other provisions.
 Act 154 – updates the County Code.
 Act 156 – Sunshine Act amendments to allow security and safety matters to be discussed in Executive Sessions.

Pending Legislation
 SB 1019 – amending title 35 (Health and Safety), regarding emergency management. Establishment of a 911 board
within the PA Emergency Management Agency, which will include a representative from the PA Association of
Councils of Governments (PACOG), in addition to other statewide association representatives, who shall serve as
nonvoting members.
 HB 479, 480, and 481 —would simplify and be a more cost‐effective method for cooperation among municipalities. It
would allow a municipal Resolution, rather than the more formal enactment of an Ordinance, to be used to enter
into Intergovermental Cooperation Agreements.
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