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Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors 

November 14, 2018 Regular Meeting Approved Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson Tracy Olsen with the Pledge to the Flag.  

Also present were Supervisors Travis Stacey and John McHugh, Township Manger Steve Landes, 

Township Engineer Mike Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman. 

 

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution #2-2012, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was 

taping and live-streaming the meeting. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the October 4 and 10, 2018 Meetings. 

2. Accept the Trail Committee Minutes of October 11, 2018  

3. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of October 25, 2018 

4. Accept the October 2018 Financial Reports 

5. Accept the October 2018 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

6. Accept the October 2018 Manager’s Report 

7. Accept the October 2018 PA State Police Incident Reports 

8. Accept the Park & Recreation Board Minutes of October 18, 2018 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director:  Steve Landes stated that Don was not present due to 

getting ready for tomorrow’s impending snow storm [Avery].  They are all ready to go. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Honey Brook Community Partnership 

met yesterday morning.  There are a couple of projects going on in December.  The first is the 

“Deck the Brook” contest.  Registration forms are available now until December 8 to enter your 

home or business in one of three categories:  Main Street (Horseshoe Pike) Home or Business, 

Home Outside of Main Street, and Business Outside of Main Street.  There are first and second 

place gift cards up for grabs in each category, with a third place Honorable Mention.  New this 

year is public input for voting through December 17.  Registration forms are available where 

registration boxes are located as indicated on the Partnership website.  Votes may be e-mailed or 

dropped off. 

 

On Friday, December 7, there will be a Honey Brook Christmas Shopping event to draw interest 

in local businesses.  A variety of sales and specials will be available that day only; look for 

details on the Township website and on honeybrookpartnership.org.  Copies of the information 

are also on the back table tonight. 
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3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  Our treasurer Peter Barsz is in attendance to present an 

overview of the preliminary budget.  Also on the agenda is an action to award/not award a 

contract to Wills Property Maintenance for winter snow removal.  They’ve been the low bidder 

for the last 3 years.  Don has been very pleased with his work.     

 

The appointment of Ray Shafer is also on the agenda to fill an unexpired term on the Park & 

Rec Board due to the resignation of Allen Hartz.  Ray has been serving on both the Rec Comp 

Plan Study Committee and the and Trail Study Committee.   

 

The Brandywine Valley SPCA contract is up at end of year.  We had a 3-year agreement 

previously; they asked for a 5-year contract this time around.  It would take effect January 2019. 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  nobody was present from the LPC.  Steve stated that the 

next meeting is coming up on November 20.  In December, the Board will hopefully discuss the 

Land Preservation Plan Update that was completed by the Committee and Brandywine 

Conservancy earlier this year.. 

 

5. Recreation and Parks Board: nobody from the Board was present.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated 

that the garden is officially done for the season.  Harvest totals were not immediately available, 

but due to the rain, the yield was certainly down from last year.  What was harvested was taken 

to Steeple to People and the Honey Brook Food Bank.  The Board will meet next in Janary. 

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Michael Reinert stated that Melissa Needles and Bob Witters are 

present from the PC.  There is no business for tomorrow night, so that meeting is canceled. 

There will be at least the Honey Brook Estates plan for review at the December meeting.  The 

Mobile Realty 3 variance/conditional use and the Act 537 Plan will also be discussed.   

 

Bob Witters stated that last month, the PC discussed the Stoltzfus plan that is before the Board 

tonight. 

 

 

Open Forum 

1. Presentation by Peter Barsz, Township Treasurer: The 2019 Budget Highlights presentation was 

shown on the screen.  The budget is a tool to project what intended for the coming year.  It is 

displayed for 20 days for the public to comment on how the taxpayers’ dollars are spent.  The 

various funds and the highlights of each shown.  The anticipated expenses are for $1.877 

million.  The Public Safety & Public Works portion comprises about 76% of the budget.  Liquid 

Fuels dollars are for projects anticipated for 2019.  Land Preservation anticipates new farms in 

2019.  The Capital Reserve Fund is for capital construction & major purchases.   

 

If this preliminary budget is approved this evening, it will be available for review beginning 

tomorrow by the public  until the Supervisors meet on December 12th when it will be ready for 

formal adoption. 

 

Peter Barsz the Liquid Fuels portion is based on a formula taking into account both miles of 

roads and useage by the population. 
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2. Deer Run: Teresa Crow, Deer Run Drive, wanted to know what is being done to address her 

noise  complaint.  The noise wake her up in the early morning and it last’s all day and it shakes 

my house.  We have no peace in our home.  What else can we do?  Why are we not getting any 

return calls? 

 

Steve Landes stated that the process is to call you when we have something to report.  Either we 

call to let you know the complaint is not valid, or we have some resolution to report.  And we’re 

not to a resolution yet. 

 

Teresa Crow stated that she’d complained for the last 6 years.  And nothing has happened.   

 

John McHugh stated that he had just discussed this situation with the Board.  One step would be 

to form a Community Relations Task Force. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that we need to follow-up more often to let complaintants know what we are 

doing to resolve the complaint.   

 

Steve Landes stated that in this case, we have two different types of complaints.  One is for 

noise before and after hours, and the other is for continued noise and vibrations during the day.  

So the two of them would have to be handled differently under our ordinance. 

 

Chris Hartman stated that the preferred way to enforce an ordinance is to have a code 

enforcement officer witness the violation and then and issue a Notice of Violation (NoV) or a 

citation.  The reason we want to issue a NoV first is to show that we’ve gone through an 

objective process to the District Justice (DJ).  If the offender does not correct the issue, then the 

enforcement officer again witnesses the violation and issues a citation.    

 

John McHugh stated that we should allow some people in community to get together and come 

up with suggestions.  One suggestions is to examine the effectiveness of the complaint 

procedure. 

 

Following considerable discussion Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to 

direct Technicon to send the Zoning Officer out on five random to perform early-morning 

inspections for noise in both Village Greene and Deer Run.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

3. Village Greene: Melissa Needles, New Village Greene Drive asked if the Township was going 

to cite the Village Green landowner or the individual contractors for noise violations. 

 

Chris Hartman stated that under the new zoning ordinance, I have advised Technicon to send 

letters to the noise makers.  Now that we’re taking enforcement under noise ordinance, not the 

zoning ordinance, it’s the noise maker that should be cited. 

 

Melissa Needles asked how many warnings are given to them before they are taken to task? 

 

Steve Landes stated that in cases where they received notice and Technicon again witnesses it, 

they can get cited immediately.   
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John McHugh asked if, at the end of inspections, do we make that information public.  Chris 

Hartman stated that he prefesr that the information is confidential until there is a resolution 

 

Steve Landes stated that the Solicitor prepared a memo describing actions that have been taken 

to date regarding the Village Greene complaints.  He distributed copies of the memo to Cathy 

Murphy, Joshua Kittles and Melissa Needles representing Village Greene residents. 

 

Chris Hartman stated that the memo is a compilation of work performed by his office, the 

Township Engineer and Manager as of this date.  There is a lot that’s in progress, and it will 

take time to resolve.  I would urge you to digest that and welcome any follow-up questions.  

This may not answer every question you have, but it’s what the Township knows at this time.  

Please don’t feel like you must wait until the next meeting to ask any questions you may have. 

 

New Business  

1. Motion to (approve / not approve) the 2019 Preliminary Budget for all Funds and direct the 
Manager to make the Budget available for public inspection.   
 
John McHugh asked if there was input from the public, could changes be made to this budget? 
 
Steve Landes stated that minor adjustments would be okay however significant changes to a 
line or to the budget total would require the budget to be readvertised and opened again for 
public inspection.  Chris Hartman stated it would be for a change of more than 10% in 
aggregate or 25% in any one line item. 
 
Following discussion Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 
2019 Preliminary Budget for all Funds and direct the Manager to make the Budget available 
for public inspection.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

2. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the payment of all invoices 

prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

3. Stephen and Lavina Stoltzfus (Tax Parcel Numbers 22-6-41 & 22-6-41.1) subdivision #2018-3. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that this was on the PC agenda this last month.  It’s a lot line adjustment.  

There is no new development. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant conditional final plan 

approval to Stephen and Lavinia Stoltzfus of  Compass Road, provided the applicant satisfies all 

comments in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated October 31, 2018.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

4. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to award the bid to the low bidder, 

Will’s Property Maintenance LLC, for equipment with operator to assist the Township with 

snow and ice removal at direction of the Public Works Director.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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5. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to appoint Ray Shafer, 280 Glen Loch 

Drive to fill an unexpired term on the Parks and Recreation Board due to the resignation of 

Allen Hartz with the term to end December 31, 2019.  All in favor; motion carried. 

 

6. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to accept the time extension granted 

by Mobile Realty 3, LLC (TPN 22-8-81) in an October 11, 2018 letter allowing the Township 

an additional forty-five days from November 12th to commence hearings on the conditional use 

and variance applications.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to accept the time extension granted 

by Mobile Realty 3, LLC (22-8-81) in a November 9, 2018 letter allowing the Township until 

January 31, 2019 to commence hearings on the conditional use and variance applications.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 
 
8. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to authorize the Solicitor to advertise 

a public hearing to be held during the Board of Supervisors January 7, 2019 meeting at 7:00 

p.m. for the conditional use application submitted by Mobile Realty 3, LLC, to expand the 

existing Mobile Home Park use at Brandywine Terrace (22-8-81).  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to authorize the Solicitor to 
advertise the Township’s intent to enter into an agreement with Barbacane Thornton & 
Company to complete the Township’s 2018 Audit.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to accept the time extension granted 

by PennTerra Engineering, Inc. in a November 5, 2018 letter allowing Technicon until 

November 30, 2018 to issue comments on the Honeybrook Estates - Preliminary/Final Subdivision 

and Land Development Plan (22-7-49.1E).  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

11. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to enter into a 5-year agreement with 

the Brandywine Valley Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 
 
12. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve financial security 

releases recommended by Technicon for:  
a. Solomon Zook, 167 Rock Road (22-9-12.1B), in the amount of $12,751.95 for storm water 

improvements. 
b. Riehl LLC, 96 Westbrooke Drive (22-3-79) in the amount of $32,927.39 for land 

development site improvements.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

13. Other New Business 

a. Steve Landes stated that paper copies of the citizen survey forms for the Park & Rec 

Comprehensive Plan are on the back table and the survey may also be completed 

electronically through our website.  It’s completely anonymous.  I encourage you all to fill it 

out.   
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b. John McHugh stated that the Veterans Ceremony went very well on Sunday, November 11.  

The awards looked very nice.  About 300 people attended. Bob Witters stated that it was a 

unique and a good program.  Will there be an evaluation meeting to see how we could do it 

better?  John McHugh asked Bob to reach out to Jack to set it up.  Thanks to you and to all 

the others that put the program together.  I did ask Jessica Curtis to send pictures for us to 

post on the website. 

 

c. John McHugh stated that we’ll be sending out agendas ahead of the Western Chester County 

Council of Governments (CoG) meetings electronically. 

 

 

Adjourn 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee 

Road beginning at 7:00 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change 

  

Nov 20 Land Preservation Committee 

Nov 28 Study Committee for the Comprehensive Recreation, Parks, Open Space and Trails 

Plan (6:30 p.m.) 

Dec 6 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting 

Dec 12 Board of Supervisors Regular Business 

Dec 13 Planning Commission 


