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Call to Order at 7 p.m. 

Tracy Olsen called the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors workshop meeting to order at 

7 p.m. Also attending were Supervisors Travis Stacey and John McHugh; Solicitor Beth Auman, 

Steve Landes, Township Manager and Mike Reinert.  

 

Tracy Olsen announced that the Board met in Executive Session immediately before the workshop 

meeting this evening to discuss personnel matters.  

 

1. Village Greene residents:  The Solicitor informed the residents from Village Greene that there is 

nothing significant to report since the memo that was distributed last month.  Joshua Kittle 

questioned what the Township was going to do to the developer because he missed the deadline 

to install the recreation equipment?  Josuha also reported that house #50 has a lot of standing 

water when it rains.  Mike Reinert stated that this is probably because the drain needs to be 

cleaned which is the developer’s responsibility. Mike Reinert also noted that he’ll ask the 

developer to formally reply to the Township’s letter that established deadlines to complete 

various tasks. 

 

Joshua noted that Melissa Needles will attend the regular Supervisors meeting to dispute that the 

damage to the sidewalks was caused by salt application.  

 

2. Land Preservation Plan Update: Shane Hadden, Land Preservation Committee and Rob Daniels, 

Brandywine Conservancy attended the meeting to make a brief summary of the Plan Update and 

answer questions the Supervisors had about the Plan. During the presentation, Shane reported 

that Honey Brook Township has received about $3.5 million in funding to institute best 

management practices.  He also noted that if the program continues at its current pace, all 

priority land could be preserved in the next 13 years. 

 

During discussion, John McHugh requested that the plan be revised to add the process that a 

landowner must go through in order to have their property preserved.  Rob noted that he will 

have this information into the Update, then return a revised draft to the Supervisors for review. 

Steve Landes noted that the Plan Update approval will be listed on the February agenda. 

 

3. Zoning Ordinance Amendments: Beth Auman reviewed the revised zoning amendment that will 

add microbreweries / brew pubs and small batch distilleries as uses permitted by right in the 

Commercial District; add wineries as a use permitted by right in the Ag District; clarify 

regulations governing parking commercial vehicles on residential lots; remove dog groomers 

from the definition of Kennel, and, clean up a few administrative details. 

 

After discussion, Travis moved and Tracy seconded to direct the Solicitor to submit the 

proposed zoning amendments to the Chester County and Township Planning Commissions 

together with any others required by the Municipalities Planning Code.  The Solicitor will 

advertise in time to complete the 45-day review period before the February 13, 2019 meeting 

when the amendments can be enacted after a public hearing. 

 

4. Fees and Charges:  Steve Landes reviewed all changes proposed to the fee schedule for 2019.  

The Supervisors directed the Manager to make changes and present the entire schedule to the 

Board for action at next Wednesday’s meeting. 
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5. Review the Board of Supervisors December 12, 2018 draft meeting agenda:  The Supervisors 

reviewed the draft agenda for next Wednesday’s meeting. 

 

 

6. Levi Kauffman, 655 Mill Road 610-273-2126:  Steve Landes reported that Mr. Kauffman 

requested a full or partial reimbursement from the Township for expenses he incurred because 

the hand-dug well, which supplied water to cool his milk, dried up during the Mill Road Bridge 

repair work.  During the project, every time that the contractor was pumping water from the 

worksite, the hand-dug well would dry-up.  According to Mr. Kauffman, in order to insure there 

was a reliable way to cool his milk, he had a new system installed that doesn’t rely on water at a 

cost of $7,000 +/-.   

 

Mr. Kauffman  has not produced anything that shows this new installation was the only solution 

to the well running dry during construction, any invoices describing what equipment or services 

were paid for with the upgrade or any claims for lost milk during this period. 

 

Following discussion, the Supervisors directed Steve Landes to inform Mr. Kauffman that there 

will be no reimbursement. 

 

7. Complaint Updates 

a. Eversmeyer Complaints:  Technicon investigated the complaints that were presented by 

Eversmeyer’s Attorney at a Supervisors meeting and Terry resolved those issues that were 

identified as legitimate. Chris Hartman provided Eversmeyer’s Attorney with a letter 

confirming that all complaints were dismissed or resolved. 

Doug Eversmeyer submitted four added complaints against the Schmidts on Nov. 14.  Most 

complaints were a rehash of issues previously dismissed or resolved.   

 

b. Earthcare and Village Greene:  Cathy Murphy, Joshua Kittle and Melissa Needles received a 

copy of a memo at the last Supervisors meeting that was prepared by Chris Hartman to 

describe recent actions taken by the Township to resolve the groups complaints. 

 

Jen Van Dyke sent a letter to Penn Wynne Homes informing them of corrective action that 

the builder must take to resolve confirmed issues identified by the residents.  The list of 

actions required also included a deadline for completion.   

 

In an effort to reduce the number of complaints in new developments about improper 

drainage, Technicon will now require the developer / builder to demonstrate that the floor 

elevation of each building is as stated on the approved plan before the framing begins.  A 

second inspection at the end of construction will now require the developer / builder to 

demonstrate that the area around the new structure is graded according to the plan.  The cost 

for these added inspections will be paid by the developer / builder. 

 

Technicon completed one random visit so far to determine if Earthcare is starting work 

between 5:30 and 6:30 a.m. if the contractors are starting work between before 7:00 a.m. in 

Village Greene as reported by residents at the Supervisors meetings. Earthcare employees 

were getting ready at 5:30 a.m. but there was no noise that exceeded the permitted ratings on 

a decibel meter.  No one began work at Village Greene until a few minutes after 7 a.m. 
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c. Mark Hoagland, 390 Greison Road:  A citation was issued for violating the zoning 

ordinance that prohibits parking his tractor trailer on a residential property.  Mr. Hoagland 

agreed to correct the violations; restore the area on Foxbrooke property he had stoned 

without authorization; and repaid the Township $500.00 for the cost of the enforcement 

action.  Mr. Hoagland completed all necessary actions by 11/21 so the court case scheduled 

with Judge Cabry on November 26th was cancelled. 

 

d. Christian McMichael was cited for having numerous non-operable and unlicensed vehicles 

on his property at 2724 Compass Road.  This was the second time that Mr. McMichael 

received a notice of violation for this issue so a citation was issued.  A hearing was held on 

11/28 in front of Judge Cabry and Mr. McMichael was fined and instructed to comply. 

 

8. Township Website 

Steve Landes reported that due to a significant upgrade to Wordfence, which is the program that 

the site is built on, the Township website will have to be completely rebuilt early next year. 

Debra Gallek provided us with an estimate of $5,000 maximum to complete the rebuild. 

 

John McHugh provided information about the website’s development and stated that he was 

okay with the update being performed by Debra Gallek. 

 

  

9. Speed Limit Signs Requested on Cambridge Road 

Steve Landes reported that a resident called PennDOT to request the signs and they referred him 

to the Township.  He’d like signs posted on this State Road from Rt 10 west to the County line 

because of speeding.  During discussion Steve Landes reported that he requested that the PA 

State Police conduct speed enforcement on this and Beaver Dam Road. Following discussion, 

the Supervisors asked that Steve Landes provide them with a price to purchase and install the 

signs.   

 

Adjourn. 

There being no additional business to be brought before the Board of Supervisors the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Steven C. Landes   

 

 

 

 

 

  


