
Honey Brook Township 
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December 12, 2018 Regular Meeting Approved Minutes 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman Tracy Olsen with the pledge to the flag.  Also 

present were Supervisors Travis Stacey and John McHugh, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township 

Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Beth Auman.   

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2012-2, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was recording and 

live-streaming the meeting. 

 

Special Recognition 

The Board will recognize the following individuals who provided extraordinary service to the community. 

 Honey Brook Township Planning Commission (PC) members Gary McEwen, Melissa Needles, 

Terry Schmidt, and Bob Witters.  Members Levi Kauffman, Susan Lacy, and Troy Stacey, as well as 

former member Leslie Siebert, were not present. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that the PC members spent a lot of time in extra meetings working on the Zoning Update. 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the following 

consent agenda:  

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the November 8th Workshop and the November 14th 

Regular Business Meeting.  

2. Accept the Parks and Recreation Board Minutes of November 28, 2018 

3. Accept the Recreation Comprehensive Plan Study Committee Minutes of Sept. 5 and Nov. 28, 2018 

4. Accept the Land Preservation Committee Minutes of November 20, 2018 

5. Accept the November 2018 Township Manager’s Report 

6. Accept the November 2018 Financial Report. 

7. Accept the November 2018 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

8. Accept the November 2018 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Director of Public Works:  Don was not present.  Steve Landes stated that the Roads Crew 

has been very busy this past month with all of the rainfall.  They were opening ditches, some of which 

had washed away, so they spent time repairing those as well as clearing off stormwater grates.  There 

was the snowstorm in the last month also.  The contractor was able to get the shed complete so that all 

the equipment that is stored outside is now under roof. 

 

Bob Witters stated that many people have told him how good Park Road looks.  It’s a highway now, not 

a country road.  People have noticed and appreciate it.  What is Phase II about? 

 

Steve Landes stated that it will entail resurfacing of the part of Park Road that had not yet been worked 

on north of Cambridge Road. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  the Honey Brook Community Partnership met 

yesterday.  The voting is ongoing for Deck the Brook until December 17. Originally, we had participants 

register, but with online voting, we have nominations for people who didn’t register.  Prizes will be 

awarded in three categories, “Main Street”—along Horseshoe Pike, resident not on Main Street, and 

business not on Main Street.  Winners will be announced next week. 

 

The Township will be the site for a Manure Management Workshop by the Chester County Conservation 

District (CCCD) on February 7, 2019.  They usually request our facility for this purpose each year.  The 

date was chosen well in advance this year so that it can be promoted to the farmers that will be in 

attendance on January 15 for the Farmer’s Breakfast.   
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The breakfast is open to anyone who wishes to attend.  We ask that you RSVP no later than January 8 so 

that we can advise the caterer how much food to prepare.  The farmers in the Township will receive 

invitations later this month. 

 

Registration for the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors (or PSATS) Convention 

opens on January 14.  The Board should let me know if any of you are interested in attending. 

 

Louise Wennberg and I have been asked to host an “Addressing 101” webinar for all PSATS members 

on March 6, 2019 from noon-1 p.m.     

 

The Department of Emergency Services is giving away free Naxolone kits at two locations tomorrow, 

the Modena Training Center and at the Government Services Center.  It is for anyone who wishes to 

have this medication on hand for those who overdose on opioids.   

 

3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  Steve stated that submitting an RSVP for the Farmers Breakfast is 

very easy.  Simply call into the office with your name, phone number, and number of people attending.  

This year’s speakers will be from the Brandywine Conservancy talking about land preservation, as well 

the County. 

 

On the back table there are survey forms to fill out about Parks and Recreation in the Township.  The 

survey is also available online.  The information which is completely confidential will be used to plan the 

future of parks, recereation and trails in the Township for the next 10 years. 

 

The Board of Supervisors meeting next month will be on January 7 set by the State’s rules and 

regulations.   It is the Supervisors annual re-organization meeting. Following that will be the monthly 

business meeting.  It so happens there will be a conditional use hearing that night also. 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee:  no one was present from the committee.  No report. 

 

5. Parks and Recreation Board:  no one from the Board was present.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the 

total harvest count from the raised bed garden was 65 pounds of fresh vegetables for Steeple to People 

and the Honey Brook Food Pantry.  The next year’s plant orders and garden agreements are due by 

January 31.  The Board will meet next on January 10 in conjunction with the Trail Study Committee.  

The summer camp will be offered to kids in grades K-5 this year; more details as they become available. 

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert stated that this month’s meeting is tomorrow night and there 

is a full agenda planned including reviewing the Honey Brook Estates subdivision plan, the Amos 

Kauffman conditional use hearing application, the Honey Brook Golf Club Planning Module, and Act 

537 plan comments.  We received the Chester County Planning Commission’s comments for the 537 

Plan.   

John McHugh questioned if the office received information about the Chester County Association of 

Township Officials meeting in March.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that there was no information available 

yet. 

 

Open Forum 

Village Greene: Joshua Kittle, New Village Greene Drive, asked about the security release for Penn Wynne 

homes. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that periodically the developer will request a reduction of their financial security once 

certain improvements are installed and inspected.  We offer a recommendation to the Supervisors outlined in 

a letter.  
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If there are some items not completed or there are additional funds to hold beyond what is requested, that’s 

what is covered in the letter.  The formal action is by the Board of Supervisors.  This is a Phase III request. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that the request was made for a release of $94,629.80, the amount recommended for 

release was $83,449.80, with the withheld amount of $11,180.00 related to site work, erosion and 

sedimentation (EandS) controls, and internal roads. 

 

Dogs and Policing: A man stated that there are barking dogs and dogs running loose where he lives off of 

Lammey Road 24 hours a day.  He also stated that he knows police are expensive, but we need some kind of 

coverage because stuff is disappearing from our porches at night.   

 

Steve recommended that if you notice people prowling around or property is stolen please immediately call 

the State Police. There normally is a patrol car in or around the Township.  As far as running dogs, there is a 

dog warden to contact.  The man stated that the warden wants him to get the names, addresses, and phone 

numbers of those whose dogs are running around.  He noted that he has supplied names and addresses. 

 

Tracy Olsen asked what had come of the people interested in forming a Town Watch. 

 

Steve Landes stated that the after the meeting with the State Police they have not expressed any interest to 

move forward.  If there’s another group of people interested in the Town Watch program, they should just let 

us know. 

 

Village Greene:  Melissa Needles, New Village Greene Drive, stated that the eight people are here from our 

neighborhood are interested in issues with Penn Wynne Homes that we’ve brought up over the past few 

months.  Is there any update on them—particularly the drainage issues and recreation area items?   

 

Steve Landes stated that the Township provided a written update at the last meeting.  Since then there have 

been conversations between Technicon and Penn Wynne regarding deadlines, but we don’t have a formal 

update at this time. 

 

Beth Auman stated that the Township just received a letter from Penn Wynne that responds to Technicon’s 

letter that we must review. 

 

Melissa Needles stated that down in front of Unit 50, there is a 20’ x 20’ pond that doesn’t move.  It’s over 

top of the drain.  None of that is going in the drain.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that Jennifer VanDyke did talk to them to reinforce that they need to maintain the drain 

and clear it.  

 

Mike Reinert stated that the CCCD could be called also, since the developer is responsible for maintaining 

the Erosion and Sedimentation Plan. 

 

Melissa Needles stated that their attorney and engineer are not in agreement that the sidewalk damage is due 

to salt.  Beth Auman suggested that the HOA have their attorney contact the Solicitor’s office and we’ll be 

happy to review it.  The Township appreciates the communication.  As a reminder, if things pop up between 

meetings, we can work to get answers between meetings. 

 

Convenience Store:  Kyle Moyer, a non-managing partner, is looking to start a convenience store in the near 

future.  He was here to meet and greet the Board and staff.   

 

2019 Budget:  John McHugh stated that the Board was about to vote on the budget.  He asked if anyone in 

the audience had a chance to look it over and had any questions. 
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Cathy Murphy questioned the increase in benefits to the position of Township Manager and if that means 

there is a search in place for a manager?  Steve Landes stated that there is currently no change in my status.  

 

New Business 

1. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 2019 Budget for all Township 

Funds.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution #2018-15 to set the 2019 real 

estate tax rate at 0.98 mills.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adopt Resolution #2018-16 that establishes fees 

and charges effective January 1, 2019.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

4. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution #2018-17 that establishes 

compensation rates for Township employees.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the payment of all invoices 

prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

6. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution #2018-18 to accept the 

ASA application submitted by Susan Springsteen for Tax Parcel Numbers 22-8-65.1 and 22-8-65.1F and 

have it recorded.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to authorize the Solicitor to advertise public 

hearing #CU 2018-3 to be held during the Board of Supervisors January 7, 2019 meeting at 7 p.m. for the 

conditional use application submitted by Amos and Elizabeth Kauffman of Beaver Dam Road (TPN 22-

9-28) to permit construction of a play area in the Zone 2 Riparian Buffer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to accept the time extension granted by 

Mobile Realty 3, LLC (22-8-81) in a December 6, 2018 letter allowing the Township until February 28, 

2019 to commence hearings on the conditional use and variance applications.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

9. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to authorize the Solicitor to advertise public 

hearing #2018-2 to be held during the Board of Supervisors February 13, 2019 meeting at 7 p.m. for the 

conditional use application submitted by Mobile Realty 3, LLC, to expand the existing Mobile Home 

Park use at Brandywine Terrace (22-8-81).  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution #2018-14 to adopt and 

submit to PA DEP for its approval the Sewage Facilities Planning Module submitted by Troy Stacey (22-

11-35).   

John McHugh asked if there would be any conflict in Travis voting on this action.  Tracy Olsen stated for 

the benefit of the audience that the question was raised in regards to Travis being related to Troy. 

 

Beth Auman stated that there is no financial benefit tied to a planning module, so there would not be a 

conflict of interest for Travis to vote on the matter.   All in favor.  Motion carried. 

11. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to authorize the Solicitor to advertise an 

ordinance amending Chapter 5 of the Honey Brook Township Code, Part 1 to the 2015 version of the 

Uniform Construction Code and Part 2 to the 2015 version of the Property Maintenance Code for action 

at the February 13, 2019 meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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12. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to accept a time extension of 90 days offered 

for the review of the Edge of the Brook Farm (22-7-65 and 12-4-3) Subdivision application #2018-2 as 

described in a December 7, 2018 letter from InLand Design.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

13. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve a financial and maintenance 

security release recommended by Technicon for Penn Wynne Homes in the amount of $83,449.80 for 

site improvements at Village Greene – Phase 3 (22-8-86).  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Open Forum 

Bob Witters asked if the State Police monthly report could be modified to point out complaints about dogs.   

Steve Landes stated that he question if that can be done.. 

 

Zoning Map:  Vernon McIntyre, owner of property on Horseshoe Pike, stated that he owns a parcel that is 

contiguous to the Honey Brook Pharmacy that was previously zoned Commercial and then was changed to 

Mixed Use Residential in the September update.  He noted that the property has been Commercially zoned 

for the past 20 years and he now has a potential commercial user interested in the property but the current 

zoning won’t allow the use.  He questioned if his property could be changed back to Commercial zoning. 

 

Steve Landes asked that he give him his contact info.  I’ll talk to our counsel and engineering firm and see 

what steps could be taken to address the request. 

 

Land Preservation Update:  John McHugh asked whether or not the Land Preservation document could be 

posted on the website before the Board votes to approve it.  Steve Landes stated that if that’s what the Board 

wants, we could surely do that.  There was agreement among Board members that the draft should be posted 

for public review. 

 

Adjourn 

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy 

Recording Secretary 

 

Upcoming Meetings: Meetings are held in the Honey Brook Township Municipal Building.  Dates and times 

are subject to change. 

Dec. 13 Planning Commission (7:00 p.m.)  

Jan. 7, 2019 Board of Supervisors Re-organization, Regular Meeting and Conditional Use Hearing 

#2018-3 for Amos and Elizabeth Kauffman (7:00 p.m.)  

Jan. 10 Trail Study Committee and Park and Recreation Board (7:00 p.m.) 

Jan. 15 Land Preservation Committee (8:00 a.m.) 

Jan. 15 Farmers Breakfast – All residents welcome – reservations required (9:00 a.m.) 

Jan. 17   Recreation Comprehensive Plan Study Committee (6:30 pm) 

Jan. 24  Planning Commission (7:00 pm) 

 

John McHugh stated that the Western Chester County Council of Governments (WCCCoG) meeting would 

be at 6:00 pm on January 23rd, 2019.  At 7:00 pm, there would be a Regional Emergency Management 

meeting, so our Emergency Management Coordinator (EMC) [Rob Esposito] should plan on attending.   


