
Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors Approved Minutes 

February 12, 2020  

 

 

The Regular meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 

7:00 pm by Chairman John McHugh with the pledge to the flag.  Also present were Supervisors 

Travis Stacey and Tracy Olsen, Township Engineer Mike Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris 

Hartman.  Township Manager Steve Landes was absent. 

 

Lt. Donohoe from the Embreeville State Police barracks stated that he was present to discuss the 

monthly report and to answer any questions.  184 total incidents for the month of January.  The 

checks on the elementary school are by the officers of each shift checking in with office staff during 

school hours Monday through Friday.  There is also a night and a midnight run through the parking 

lot each night.  Some of you may be aware that we had an overdose a couple of days ago.  We just 

did a saturation patrol in response to the overdose.  The big drug is now is meth amphetamine 

coming in from Reading and Philadelphia.  It is very cheap.  Heroin seems to be on its way “out”.  

 

John McHugh asked if the workload changes any during the wintertime. 

 

Lt. Donohue stated that when the economy good, then thefts tend to go down.  With an increase in 

drugs there are increases in crime numbers. 

 

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive, asked about the Governor’s latest version of a bill to obtain more 

money for the state troopers through fees. 

 

Lt. Donohue stated that we just got hit with a $65million budget deficit.  Regardless, we just go out 

& do our job.   

 

Bob Witters stated that [the governor] is looking to increase the numbers of troopers also.   

 

Lt. Donohue stated that the last complement study was 19 years ago.  Since 9/11, we’ve been given 

more tasks to implement initiatives & management of those initiatives. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the following 

consent agenda:    

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the January 6, 2020 Reorganization and Regular 

Business Meeting; 

2. Accept the Land Preservation Committee Minutes of December 10, 2019; 

3. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of January 23, 2020;  

4. Accept the Recreation and Parks Board Minutes of December 16, 2019 for the James A. Umble 

Memorial Park Master Plan;  

5. Accept the January 2020 Financial Reports;  

6. Accept the January 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon;  

7. Accept the January 2020 Manager’s Report; and 

8. Accept the January 2020 PA State Police Incident Reports. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 



 

Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director:  Don Johnson stated that he didn’t want to jinx himself, 

but things have gone well so far this winter.  Recently the Roads Crew has been cutting dead 

trees in the right-of-way.  We’re starting to clean ditches where we can in between rain drops to 

get a head start on spring work. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the biggest 

news is that the heat pump in the office geothermal system broke down.  Don has authorized the 

ordering of a replacement part, and hopefully that will be installed on Friday.  With any luck, 

that will be the end of any surprises. 

 

The Honey Brook Community Partnership met January 8 at the Golf Club and today at 

Heatherwood.  Going forward, the Partnership’s meeting time will be noon on the third 

Wednesday of the month.  Applications for grants to non-profit groups in the Honey Brook area 

will be posted soon.  The deadline for submitting applications will be April 1st, with 

presentations to the Partnership at their meeting on April 15th.  Presentations will be made the 

following week, April 22nd at the Long Way Home in the Borough.  Grant application details 

are on the Partnership website, hbpartnership.org.   

 

A carnival is planned, not for Harmony Day, but for the dates of June 23, 24, 25, and 26.  This is 

to accommodate the vendor’s other events in the area around the same time.  Details will be 

provided as they become available.   

 

As always, Harmony Day will be the third Saturday of September, the 19th.  Details to follow. 

 

Two important changes have been announced with respect to voting in the Commonwealth.  The 

deadline to register to vote is now 15 days ahead of the election, rather than 30 days, making the 

spring deadline to register for the Primary on April 13th.  Also, voters may now sign up for 

absentee ballots and mail-in ballots online.   

March 4 begins the Automated Work Zone speed enforcement on various points of the 

Turnpike.  Information on these zones may be found on the website 

WorkZoneCameras.PennDOT.gov. Once enforcement begins on March 4, warning letters will 

be sent for the first offense, a $75 fine for a second offense, and a $150 fine for third and 

subsequent offenses. These violations are civil penalties only; no points will be assessed to 

driver’s licenses.  

The Census is coming, and the Reading office has requested space to hold training sessions for 

census workers here at the Township building during the day on March 23rd to 25th, March 30 & 

31, and April 6 & 7.  These will be for those who have been hired as census workers in the 

western part of Chester County.   

 

The Chester County Association of Township Officials spring meeting will be held on 

Thursday, March 12 at the Desmond Hotel in Malvern.  Registration hasn’t opened yet, but 

Board members, please let me know if any of you wish to attend. 

 

Lastly, please be aware that the Township Offices will be closed on Monday, February 17 in 

observance of Presidents’ Day. 

 



John McHugh stated that Steve Landes was absent due to being away on vacation, so there will 

not be a Manager’s Report. 

 

3. Land Preservation Committee:  no one from the LPC was present.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated 

that the next meeting is scheduled for March 17. 

 

4. Recreation and Parks Board:  No one was present from the Board.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated 

that there is a new raised-bed garden coordinator, Kris Chiappa, who will hit the ground running 

when she returns to the area in April.  I will be submitting the spring seedling order by week’s 

end and picking them up.  Volunteers are always welcome to help with the garden; any one who 

is interested should contact the Township Office.  Produce is donated to the Honey Brook Food 

Pantry (HBFP).  Kris has a good working relationship with a volunteer there. 

 

The HBFP Golf Outing is scheduled for Tuesday July 14th at the Honey Brook Golf Club, and 

this year's Music Fest will be held on Saturday August 8th, also at the Golf Club. 

 

5. Planning Commission:  Mike Reinert stated that at the next meeting, there is an application to 

review for a variance for an accessory dwelling unit.  John Stoltzfus has submitted a lot line 

change that will include an accessory dwelling as well.  There might be other items to come in.  

 

Bob Witters asked if there was a problem because the Pleasant View Welding plan was not on 

tonight’s agenda. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that there was no problem; they had a sketch plan and didn’t ask for a 

formal review.    

 

 

Open Forum 

Deb Dovin, Park Road, stated that the impact of the coronavirus epidemic can be felt close to home.  

A Twin Valley High School graduate participated in the evacuation of 250 American diplomats out 

of China in a plane piloted by Captain Scott Dovin. 

 

John McHugh thanked Ms. Dovin for the update. 

 

 

New Business  

1. Motion to (enact / not enact) Parameters Ordinance 203-2020 authorizing PFM Financial 

Advisors LLC to issue Bonds for the Township.   

 

Jamie Schlesinger from PFM stated that he had been before the Board four years ago for 

refinancing the loan for the Township buildings.  Today he’s here to talk about a bond 

refinancing rather than a bank loan.  The interest rates changed with tax code change in 2017 

and have dropped to historic lows.  Refinancing the current bank loan would save the Township 

about $150,000.00 in total costs.  We’re here tonight asking for authorization to continue with 

the process:  a preliminary bond statement and putting together a credit rating with a letter grade 

(AAA is the best; AA or high A is more likely).  Once those documents in hand, we can price 

the bonds.  The numbers in this packet are estimates right now.  We started the process on the 

back side already; this is the legal aspect to get to the market in the next month or so.  Peter 

Edelman, who is here tonight, would serve as bond counsel.  These are the necessary steps to 

get started.  If market changes, we don’t have to do anything. 



In looking at the information I provided the Board, page 1 shows where the bond market has 

been.  The interest rates have recently hit bottom.  Page 2 shows what the Township’s existing 

debt looks like.  We locked interest rates in four years ago.  Annual payments total about 

$236,000.00.  Reducing the interest rates today would reduce the total amount of interest the 

Township would be paying.  Page 3 shows the proposed potential refinancing based on the 

current market.  The Township has about 3.5 million post principal; interest rates are currently 

paid at a rate of around 2.5%.  This shows how this year you would save $80,000.00 in interest 

and about $4,000.00 in interest each year after that until maturity.  You will also see that we did 

some sensitivity analysis.  The interest rate is fixed until maturity.  On page 4, the sources and 

uses of the bond are listed, including the principal & accrued interest.  The refi would cover all 

necessary costs—a bond underwriter at the bank, which we obtain on your behalf, and other soft 

costs (legal fees, credit statement).   

 

The last few pages have a summary of what we’re asking for tonight.  We’re asking you to 

consider a parameters ordinance.  All these values are higher than we really expect them to be.  

In real life, the amount of the refi is about $3.5 million.  This gives us flexibility to go through 

the process.  If this does not generate the savings we project, then we won’t do it.   

 

John McHugh stated that he would like to ask some “what-ifs”.  Such as, what if the economy 

hits rock bottom. 

 

Jamie Schlesinger stated that the rates would not change going forward.  You have a call 

provision on bonds if rates go down.  The opportunity cost is five years.  My viewpoint is that 

we have hit bottom now.  If the rates go lower, we can revisit this.  But the interest rate would 

not go up because it’s fixed.   

 

John McHugh asked what if the Board has a change of heart, say, in a month from now. 

 

Jamie Schlesinger stated that the costs at this point are minimal.  One the Township has gone 

through the credit rating, then you would be losing more money, but if you decide to stop before 

that, there is not much loss.  I’m working on your behalf, so if you tell us to hold off, we will. 

 

Peter Edelman stated that he has documents to leave with Chris Hartman, including copies of 

the ordinance to sign.  It includes an application and certifications.  The state reviews all of 

these to be sure they are in line with the Debt Act. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to enact Parameters Ordinance #203-

2020 authorizing PFM Financial Advisors LLC to issue Bonds for the Township.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

2. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the payment of all invoices 

prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

3. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve Resolution 2020-8 

authorizing the disposal of certain records according to the guidance in the PA Municipal 

Records Manual.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 



 

4. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 2020-7 to submit a 

Sewage Planning Module for John Stoltzfus, Parcel # 22-8-95, 180 Beaver Dam Rd. to the PA 

Department of Environmental Protection.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

5. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to accept the resignation of Donald 

Kline from the NCCMA Board and to appoint Glen Morgan, 605 Mill Rd, Honey Brook, PA 

19344 to fill the unexpired term ending December 31, 2020.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

6. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh to appoint Supervisor Travis Stacey, 

Planning Commission member Melissa Needles and alternate Susan Lacy, and Ray Shafer, 

Kevin Wynant, and Sheri Zynn from the Recreation and Parks Board to represent the Township 

on the joint Icedale Trail Study Committee with West Brandywine Township.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

7. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the following  financial 

security releases recommended by Technicon for: 

a. Steve Lapp Subdivision / Land Development, 2824 Compass Road, final release in the 

amount of $76,907.88 for site improvements, and  

b. Smucker Fencing Land Development, 5277 Horseshoe Pike, partial release in the amount of 

$2,864.50 for site improvements. 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Open Forum 

None. 

 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:31 pm. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee 

Road beginning at 7:00 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change 

  

Feb 20 Recreation and Parks Board 

Feb 27 Planning Commission 

Mar 4 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting 

Mar 11 Board of Supervisors Regular Business 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy 

Recording Secretary 


