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The Regular Meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order by 

Chairman John McHugh at 7:02 pm with the pledge to the flag.  Also present were Supervisors 

Travis Stacey and Tracy Olsen, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township Engineer Michael 

Rienert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman. 

 

 

Announcements 

1. Moment of silence for Toni Antoninni who served the Township as Manager and passed 

away in February. 

 

2. John McHugh mentioned that a neighbor of his also passed away at the same time--Irene 

Taylor. 

 

3. The Board of Supervisors held an Executive Session immediately before tonight’s meeting to 

discuss a matter of potential litigation. 

 

4. In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, you are informed that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, is 

live streaming tonight’s meeting. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the February 5th Workshop and February 12th 

Regular Business Meeting.  

2. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of February 27, 2020 

3. Accept the February 2020 Township Manager’s Report 

4. Accept the February 2020 Financial Report. 

5. Accept the February 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

6. Accept the February 2020 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Director of Public Works:  Don was not present, but Steve Landes reported 

that the Roads crew is performing equipment maintenance, sweeping cinders in 

neighborhoods, and doing some crack sealing on the roads because the weather is 

cooperating.  If things continue this way, the ditches will be improved next month.   

 

2. Kristy Deischer - Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Honey Brook Community Partnership 

will now meet on the third Wednesday of the month at noon. There isn’t anything new to 

report since there hasn’t been a meeting since the last Board meeting.  However, the 

Township’s summer activities were featured in the Spring/Summer Issue of Western Chester 

County Life magazine and an article discussing the grant program to non-profits appeared in 

this week’s Tri-County Record.  By the end of April the grants will be awarded. 
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I discussed this with John earlier this evening, but the Chester County Association of 

Township Officials’ spring meeting originally scheduled for tomorrow has been postponed; 

no further details are available at this time.  Also, the March Chester County Secretaries in 

Government meeting has been canceled for March and will next meet in May. 

 

A coronavirus telephone town hall call meeting with Chrissy Houlihan was held yesterday 

morning.  Coronaviruses, first identified in the 1960s, circulate through the population every 

winter, especially among children, which may explain this age group’s resistance to the 

current spread to some extent. 

 

Three coronaviruses that do not have population immunity have presented in recent years:  

SARS, which resulted in 8,000 cases worldwide; MRS, which caused 2,500 cases worldwide; 

and this one, COVID-19, originating from bats.  There is no population immunity and so it 

has potential to spread rapidly.  Also, the type of spread hasn’t been determined yet—

whether it is respiratory or person-to-person contact. 

 

The Chester County Health Department is operating from an Emergency Operations Center 

already.  A state testing laboratory is located in Exton, PA.  Any presumptive positive tests 

must also be sent to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Georgia for confirmation.  

Anyone who feels that they may be exposed should call their primary care physician & if a 

test is ordered it will be tested in Exton first.  More information may be found at 

www.chesco.org/coronavirus.  A link to that page is scrolling on the slideshow of the 

Township home page. 

 

What can citizens do?  It is important to not panic.  We need to go back to the basics:  stay at 

home if you’re sick, and wash your hands frequently with soap and water.  The elderly and 

those with underlying health conditions should reconsider large group gatherings.  If you 

must travel, keep up with the recommendations by the CDC and the State Department.  A list 

of travel-restricted areas may be found at state.gov.   

 

The information is evolving, so the recommendations could also.  As of yesterday, tests were 

being run in Chester County, but the results were not in yet.   

 

The thing to keep in mind is to protect yourself as you would from seasonal influenza.  

Influenza is actually more deadly than COVID-19; 20,000 Americans have died of influenza 

this season so far. 

 

Lastly, information about how to fill out the census is being sent out THIS week. Be sure to 

keep an eye out in the mail for official Census documents, and please DO NOT throw 

anything away. Your Census invitation will give you directions on how to fill out the census 

one of three ways:  1) online with a web link specific to your household, 2) by mail with a 

paper form, or 3) by phone, at a number provided on the invitation. 

A total of 10 training sessions will be held here at the Township Building for census workers 

over the next two months. 
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John McHugh stated that on Wednesday, March 25, the Western Chester County Council of 

Governments (WCCCoG) meeting is planned to be held at Honey Brook Township, at least 

for now.  So far, no decision has been made to postpone. 

 

3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  the second item under new business tonight is to 

authorize a resolution for me to submit a grant application to the Department of Conservation 

& Natural Resources (DCNR).  They have a grant program that may fund up to 50% of 

projects related to parks and recreation.  Phase 1 of updating the James A. Umble Memorial 

Park is towards the front of the park—adding a basketball court, reorganizing the parking, 

installing a skate park and a pavilion, and adding more plantings.  The first step is to pass a 

Resolution, and then the grant application can be submitted.  The deadline is mid-April.  We 

do have the information necessary from our Park Master Plan consultant including a site plan 

and cost estimates. 

The long-awaited sidewalk is being installed connecting the Borough sidewalk to the Park.  

They are going to start pouring concrete tomorrow.  It could all be done by the end of this 

week or the beginning of next week. 

I’ve been working with Technicon and Chris Hartman’s office on a draft amendment to the 

Mobile Home Park ordinance.  If we have a workshop in April, we’ll talk about it there.  We 

also have a draft ordinance for the Land Preservation Committee.  It would officially create 

the Committee and set forth its duties and responsibilities.    

The Twin Valley Little League opening day is scheduled for Saturday, April 18 at 9:00 am.  

If a rain date needed, it will be the following Saturday. 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  No one was present from the LPC.  Steve Landes 

stated that the next meeting, March 17, 2020, is when the Supervisors are scheduled to attend 

the meeting to get their annual report from the LPC.   

 

5. Recreation and Parks Board:  no one was present from the Board.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy 

stated that the next meeting is next week, where summer plans will be finalized.  Seed and 

seedling pickup for the garden is March 28.  

 

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert acknowledged that PC member Bob Witters is in 

attendance.  There are two items from last month’s meeting on tonight’s agenda.  So far, 

there are no new business items for this month’s meeting so far.  If nothing comes in, the 

meeting would be canceled. 

 

Open Forum 

None. 
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New Business 

1. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

2. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to authorize Resolution #9-2020, 

authorizing the Township Manager to submit a grant application to the PA Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources for financial assistance to complete the first phase of 

improvements to James A Umble Memorial Park.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Land Development Application and Stormwater Plan:  John G. Stoltzfus, 180 Beaver Dam 

Road (Tax Parcel Number 22-8-95):  the engineer for the project, John Pogue, was in 

attendance.  He stated that the Stoltzfuses own two adjoining tracts.  The current farmhouse 

is on the existing property line.  They propose to add an accessory dwelling unit.  Because of 

setbacks, they’ll need to relocate the property line.  This is basically a lot add-on plan and a 

stormwater plan for the new home.  A new driveway for the new house and horse barn will 

also be constructed.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that the waiver being requested is for the distance between the top of 

where the water level for a 25-year storm event would typically be and the top of the 

stormwater swale.  Usually there is a foot required, but even with a 100-year storm event, the 

water should be carried by the swale without overflowing.  The PC made the 

recommendation to approve the waiver and provide Conditional Final Plan approval 

provided the conditions of the Technicon review letter were met. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to grant a waiver to Township Code 

regulations 20-311.3.E.(2) governing the freeboard in a swale for the 25-year storm.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to grant Conditional Final Plan 

approval to the John G. Stoltzfus Minor Subdivision and Stormwater Plan provided they 

comply with the Technicon letter dated February 26, 2020.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Variance Application:  James A. Brackley III, 172 Morgantown Road (22-5-28.2):  the 

applicant was in attendance.  He stated that he is applying for a basement apartment for his 

son to live in while he is not in school.  It consists of bathroom with a sink, shower, and 

toilet; a kitchen with cooktop, sink, & refrigeration; a living room; and a bedroom.  Total 

square footage is 560; the main house is 1560 square feet.  It has an exterior access door. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that the size of the property is less than two acres and that is the reason 

for the variance.  The apartment is existing.  The PC recommended support of the 

application.  

 

Tracy Olsen asked how close to 2 acres the property was.  Mike Reinert stated that it is a 

1.26-acre property.  The PC did discuss the nature of the unit as being within the home, not a 

separate structure. 
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Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to support the variance application 

submitted by James A. Brackley III, 172 Morgantown Road to Section 27-1002.A.(1) of the 

Zoning Code to construct an accessory dwelling unit on a parcel less than two (2) acres in 

size in the A – Agricultural district.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

5. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to the following  financial security 

releases recommended by Technicon for: 

 

a. Elmer Beiler subdivision (22-9-19.2), 2025 Compass Road, in the amount of $5,305.20 

for stormwater improvements; 

 

b. Chestnut Ridge / Poplar Realty (22-8-52.3), in the amount of $117.508.40 for stormwater 

improvements; 

 

c. Smucker Fencing Land Development, 5277 Horseshoe Pike (22-3-11.1), in the amount of 

$13,671.80 for site improvements; and 

 

d. Gideon Stoltzfus, 180 Hardwood Lane (22-10-47), in the amount of $9,487.50 for 

stormwater improvements. 

   

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive asked if the amount being released for Chestnut Ridge 

represented the total amount of financial security. Mike Reinert stated that there still would 

be $1.2 million left in security. 

 

 

Open Forum 

Clarence Whitfield, Ridge Road, asked why the Township is approving all of these 55+ 

developments.  Aren’t we hurting ourselves by approving those, since those developments don’t 

volunteer for the volunteer emergency services? 

 

Chris Hartman stated that in response to the question, the federal Fair Housing Act permits 55+ 

housing and states that such housing is not discriminatory. 

 

John McHugh thanked Mr. Whitfield for raising the question.  Emergency services do need help. 

 

 

Adjourn 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 
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Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Honey Brook Township Municipal Building 

beginning at 7 pm unless otherwise noted.  Dates and times are subject to change. 

 

Mar 16  Zoning Hearing Board: Variance Application by James A. Brackley III,  

172 Morgantown Road (7:30 pm) 

Mar 17 Land Preservation Committee and Annual Report to the Board of Supervisors 

Mar 19  Recreation and Parks Board and Trail Study Committee 

Mar 25  Western Chester County Council of Governments  

Mar 26  Planning Commission 

April 1  Supervisors Workshop 

Apr 8 Supervisors Regular Meeting 

Jun 15  French Creek Iron Tour Bicycling Event (all day) 

 

 


