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The meeting was called to order virtually on the Zoom platform by John McHugh at 7:03 pm.   

with the pledge to the flag.  Also present virtually were Supervisors Tracy Olsen and Travis 

Stacey, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township Engineer Michael Reinert, and Solicitor 

Chris Hartman.  

 

John McHugh announced that Scott Stilson & Carmella Schmidt from the public were 

participating also. 

 

Announcements 

John McHugh announced that the meeting is being recorded by the Zoom software application. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the 

following consent agenda:  

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the March 11th Regular Business Meeting.  

2. Accept the March 2020 Township Manager’s Report 

3. Accept the March 2020 Financial Report. 

4. Accept the March 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

5. Accept the March 2020 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports  

1. Kristy Deischer - Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Honey Brook Community Partnership 

has not met recently.  The Carnival is still scheduled for June 23-26 at the Honey Brook Fire 

Company Fairgrounds as of now.   

 

The Honey Brook Food Pantry reported their largest distribution to date on March 25.  They 

had 156 families drive through, 16 of whom were new, for a total of 505 people.  The 

Township Building and Honey Brook Community Library are currently closed to the public 

and unable to accept donations; however, donations may be dropped off at Ford’s Notary, 

Eby’s Grocery Store and M&T Bank in town.   

 

John McHugh asked what the possibilities were to donate directly to the Food Pantry.  Kristy 

Deischer-Eddy stated that payment is possible on the Pantry’s website and checks may be 

sent to them also.  Food is appreciated, but they can always use cash. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated there was a letter that had gone out which mentioned 500 boxes of food 

being donated.     

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that Representative Chrissy Houlihan has information about a 

number of programs available to help people during the crisis which can be obtained by 

contacting her office. 

 



Honey Brook Township  

Board of Supervisors 

Wednesday, April 08, 2020 Meeting Approved Minutes 

 

Page 2 of 5 

 

Recently there have been several great conference calls and online meetings.  The Chester 

County Commissioners had a press conference online on Monday afternoon which was very 

informational.  As of that date, there were only 304 positive cases of COVID-19 in the 

County; only 21 of those required hospitalization, a rate of 7%.  T 

Chesco.org has a wealth of information about how COVID-19 is affecting Chester County as 

well as serving as a clearinghouse for all kinds of information.  People can also dial 2-1-1 to 

get information and referrals to a variety of services.   

 

To report a suspected non-compliant business engaging in non-essential services during the 

shutdown, please contact the State Police non-emergency number [610-486-6280].  Please do 

not call 9-1-1 or the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED). 

Tel Hai is looking for donations of ear-loop handmade fabric masks, medical-grade masks, 

surgical masks, N95’s (which are the particulate respirators) and isolation gowns.  They have 

set up a website, www.telhai.org/maskdonations.  Also, Municibid, the company through 

which the Township has sold a variety of items, has set up a listing of equipment supplies 

and needs at www.municibid.com/connect.  

The training sessions for the Census workers previously scheduled at the Township building 

have been canceled through April.  Residents still have plenty of time to participate in the 

Census!  So far, one third of Honey Brook residents have responded online, but paper 

questionnaires will be forthcoming to those who have not responded.  If you didn’t receive a 

mailing, call the Census Bureau at 1-844-330-2020 or go to my2020census.gov. 

The Real ID driver’s license or identification card deadline is now October 1, 2021.  Since 

DMVs across the Commonwealth and the nation have been forced to close in recent weeks, 

this delay will give everyone a chance to apply for their Real ID. 

Lastly, Primary Election Day has been moved to June 2.  Residents may apply for mail-in 

ballots by visiting Voter Services at chesco.org.   

2. Steve Landes, Township Manager:  With respect to COVID-19, everyone is aware of the 

Governor’s stay-at-home order through the end of April.  All employees are currently staying 

home.  Kristy & I are working from home.  Kristy comes in a few days a week to collect mail 

and to attend to some other items.  The bookkeeper comes in as needed.  The Public Works 

staff are staying home but are on call.  Don is out on the roads taking a look at things and if 

there’s an issue, he will call the others in if they’re needed.  Things going smoothly.  We are 

able to provide fairly effective service to our constituents from what we are getting through 

the mail, e-mail, or phone messages.  Technicon has had a change to its status recently, 

which Mike Reinert will explain. 

  

Mike Reinert stated that Technicon had applied for & received a partial waiver.  They are not 

at full staff, but they do have a skeleton crew to do essential functions.  Some construction 

projects are in a position to still continue operations and they will need inspections 

periodically.  We are doing what have to do in the office and working remotely as much as 

possible.  There are permit applications that still do come in.  They are being reviewed, but 

https://municibid.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b6b274142e3c765d7246182c&id=08044dc958&e=bed351d233
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they will not be issued unless the contractor has a waiver that they can present. It is an 

evolving situation, and we are trying to evolve with it.   

 

Steve Landes stated that it’s still too early to know what the financial impact of the pandemic 

will be.  The rate at which we receive real estate taxes will remain the same, but the bigger 

impact will likely be in the amount of Earned Income Tax because of the increased 

unemployment rate.  

 

The bond issue is on a holding pattern because of COVID-19.  Chris Hartman, I, and the rest 

of the bond team discussed where we are.  Jamie stated that only three bonds have sold in all 

of Pennsylvania since beginning of March because of the unstable market.  When the savings 

are available, the Bonds will be sold. 

 

In looking at the online response rate so far for the Census, Honey Brook Township is at 

about 48%, which is almost identical to the average rate of response for all of PA and the rest 

of the country.  So, we’re right where we need to be.  Encourage your friends & family to get 

their responses in.  It’s important for the Township that everyone be counted. 

 

The County Planning Commission representative, Meredith Mayer of Brandywine 

Conservancy,  a representative from West Brandywine Township, and I discussed how to 

begin the Icedale Trail Feasibility Study project amid COVID-19 restrictions.   Brandywine 

Conservancy will begin portions of the work that can be done without fieldwork or meetings.  

 

John McHugh stated that he had been on a phone call with the Chester County 

Commissioners earlier on Monday afternoon to discuss the Western Chester County Council 

of Governments and the Honey Brook Township Land Preservation Plan.  Brian O’Leary has 

a page on the County website where they will post the Land Preservation information based 

on the May report from the LPC.  With respect to the CoG, there is an opportunity to create 

representation across municipalities, and the Commissioners are interested in seeing that.  

The CoG did not have a meeting last month.  There is a new board in place.  Kathy 

O’Dougherty from Valley Township stated that the board needs to get familiar with their 

duties.   

 

John McHugh asked Steve Landes to coordinate with Scott Stilson ahead of the next online 

meeting.  Also, are there any savings from the snow removal part of the budget? 

 

Steve Landes stated that there will be some savings in lower than expected material and 

overtime expenses. 

 

Open Forum 

Carmella Schmidt, Mount Pleasant Road, stated that she is enjoying the call.    

 

 

New Business 

1. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to cancel the April Recreation and 

Parks Board and Planning Commission meetings.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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2. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 2019 Audit for all 

Township Funds as prepared by Barbacane, Thornton & Company.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

3. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

4. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 11-2020 that 

approves a Township Debt Management Policy.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

5. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 12-2020 that 

approves a Township Fund Balance Policy.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

  

6. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 13-2020 that 

extends the Township’s COVID-19 Emergency Declaration indefinitely until such time that the 

Board formally takes action to end it.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

7. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to deny the financial security release 

in the amount of $14,954.57 requested by Penn Wynne for Village Greene as recommended 

by Technicon.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

 

8. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve exonerating property tax 

liens as recommended by the County Tax Claim Bureau for uncollectible taxes on mobile 

homes that have been removed.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

9. Other new business:   

a. Chris Hartman stated that the Emergency Declaration Resolution just approved does not 

mention electronic meetings.  His suggestion is for the Board to approve the use of 

electronic means for public meetings such as tonight’s and to ratify the use of similar 

means for May’s meeting if needed.     

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to ratify such a resolution.  All 

in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

b. Travis Stacey asked if the Board should donate money to the Honey Brook Food Pantry :  

should we donate more to the Food pantry? 
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Steve Landes stated that the Board had budgeted $2,000.00 to give to the Pantry this year.  

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to direct the Township Manager 

to have a check prepared for the Honey Brook Food Pantry in the amount of $2,000.00 as 

soon as possible.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Open Forum 

None. 

 

 

John McHugh thanked everyone for joining in the call.  Stay healthy, and we’ll be in touch about 

the May meeting. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacyy, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:34 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

All meetings begin at 7 p.m.  Due to COVID-19, the dates, times and locations are subject to 

change.  Meetings may be held in-person in the Honey Brook Township Building, Virtually using 

ZOOM or cancelled.  Please check the website or email info@honeybrooktwp.com for an 

update.  

 

Apr 16  Recreation and Park Board - CANCELLED 

Apr 23  Planning Commission - CANCELLED 

May 6  Supervisors Workshop 

May 13 Supervisors Regular Meeting 

May 19 Land Preservation Committee meeting and annual report to the Supervisors 

May 21 Recreation and Parks Board and Trail Study Committee 

May 28 Planning Commission 

June 2 Primary Election Day (rescheduled due to COVID-19) 

Jun 15 French Creek Iron Tour Bicycling Event 

 

 

 

mailto:info@honeybrooktwp.com

