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The meeting was called to Order at 7:00 pm on the Zoom virtual meeting platform by Chairman 

John McHugh.  Also present were Supervisors Travis Stacey and Tracy Olsen, Township 

Manager Steve Landes, Engineer Mike Reinert and Solicitor Beth Kohl.   

 

Announcement 

Due to the ongoing health concerns caused by COVID-19, this meeting is being held 

electronically on Zoom.  The meeting is being recorded and will be posted on social media. 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 

following consent agenda:  

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the April 8th Regular Business Meeting, 

2. Accept the April 2020 Township Manager’s Report, 

3. Accept the April 2020 Financial Report, 

4. Accept the April 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon, and 

5. Accept the April 2020 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Department Reports  

1. Kristy Deischer - Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  the Honey Brook Community Partnership 

will meet for the first time since February via Zoom tomorrow evening at 7:00 pm.  Topics to 

discuss include the awarding of grants to non-profits, scholarships to Twin Valley High 

School Seniors, and plans for Harmony Day.  If a member of the Board would like to attend, 

just let me know and I’ll provide the link.  The carnival originally planned for June has been 

canceled, since all carnivals have been canceled for 2020 in Pennsylvania.  The contracted 

vendor for the carnival let the Partnership know about that decision. 

 

Voter Services has decided to consolidate Honey Brook Township’s two voting precincts 

into one for the June 2 Primary Election, which will be held at the Honey Brook Township 

Administration Building.  Equipment will be delivered the Wednesday prior and picked up 

the Wednesday following the election.  The judge of elections for the precinct that usually 

votes at the Township building was in contact with me today.  He and the other judge of 

elections would like to see the meeting room together to discuss how to set it up.  I gave him 

a list of dates and times and we’ll coordinate meeting over e-mail.  Staff are not planning to 

be present on Primary day.  My suggestion, which I ask the Board to consider, is that we 

consider keeping the Office door locked.  Typically the poll workers have access to the 

kitchen, but without any staff to monitor the public to keep them from entering the space 

also, it would be prudent to keep the space off limits and advise the polling staff to plan 

accordingly. 

 

The Chester County Commissioners held a telephone town hall this afternoon to discuss the 

services available to County residents 60 and over.  An announcement will be posted on the 

website with some of the highlights, including transportation information and grocery 

shopping services by college-age volunteers. 
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A link to the interview with Chairman McHugh on the topic of the Township’s Land 

Preservation Program by the Chester County Planning Commission is on the Land 

Preservation main page of the Township website.  An announcement with the link will be 

posted on the Home page tomorrow. 

 

Yesterday, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) announced a few key 

points with respect to driver’s license renewals:  First, PennDOT will use existing photos on 

file for customers who renew their driver’s license to help limit the number of people in the 

driver and photo license centers.  If you haven’t received a camera card, visit 

www.dmv.pa.gov to renew online.  Anyone who did renew before May 10, 2020 will have 

received a camera card in the mail and will still need to visit a PennDOT Photo License 

Center to obtain an updated photo.  

 

Expiration dates on driver’s licenses, photo ID cards, learner's permits, camera cards, and 

inspection stickers scheduled to expire from March 16, 2020 through May 31, 2020, have 

been extended until June 30, 2020.  Also, the REAL ID deadline has been extended to 

October 1, 2021, so issuance of REAL IDs is currently suspended.   

 
 

With the stay-at-home orders extended to June 4, park reservations through that date have 

been canceled and the deposits returned.  It is an unfortunate but prudent course of action to 

protect public health.  

  

2. Robert Esposito Jr., Emergency Management Coordinator:  Steve Landes stated that Rob had 

submitted his report by e-mail, which was forwarded to the Board.  Steve stated that there 

wasn’t very much specific information.  Rob & Glen are working to assist the living facilities 

here in the Township to see if they need anything, and they are keeping in touch with County 

Emergency Management.   

 

John McHugh stated that it would be helpful if they could give good information with how to 

plan going forward.  Lessons learned, best practices, and so forth. 

 

 

3. COVID-19:  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the number of cases positive cases in the 

Township is 14.  That’s low and I take it to be good news. 

 

Tracy Olsen asked if we knew of any cases in Tel Hai’s population.  John McHugh stated 

that he spoke with Tim Herr from Tel Hai.  They’re doing a good job of keeping everyone in 

the facility.   

 

John McHugh stated that Val Reagan, whose husband John was a driver for Township, had 

continued to work and fell sick.  She went into the hospital and passed away from COVID-

19.   

. 

 

 

http://www.dmv.pa.gov/
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4. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  Bond settlement is scheduled on May 27.  There was an 

opening on April 22 that was within the parameters the Board had agreed to in February for 

the savings you wanted to achieve.  The savings will be about $127,000 over what we would 

have paid on the bank note.   

 

The 2018 Liquid Fuels audit was conducted in early March, and we had a clean audit again.   

 

The application to the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for a matching 

grant for Phase I was submitted on April 21.  It will be 6-8 months before an award is made.  

I’ve asked various organizations to give us letters of support to submit back to the State. 

 

The Honey Brook Fire and Elverson-Honey Brook EMS will get their first checks this month 

under our new payment system.  

 

Park reservations are not permitted for the rest of the year unless restrictions are changed 

significantly.  When Chester County moves to the yellow phase, then groups over 25 are still 

not permitted.  Organized sports will not be permitted until the county is in the green phase 

of recovery. 

 

Open Forum 

Carmella Schmidt, Mount Pleasant Road, asked if anyone knew about the mud sale that usually 

would have been held in April.  Steve Landes stated that household auctions have stopped since 

the governor’s stay-at-home orders went into effect.Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the Fire 

Company website states that it is postponed until the summer, and no date has been set yet.   

 

Terry Schmidt, Mount Pleasant Road, stated that he’s worked polling places before, and they’re 

pretty tough.  If we can find some way to make it easier on those working the polls, it would be 

nice. 

 

New Business 

1. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacy, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

2. Motion to (approve / not approve) the request to defer all planning to Caernarvon Township, 

Lancaster County for the Donald and Libby Means Lot Change Plan on the condition that a 

$750.00 escrow is posted that will be returned when evidence is provided that the new deeds are 

recorded.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that this is a plan involving three different tracts.  Most are in Caernarvon 

Township, Lancaster County, with a portion in Honey Brook Township. No improvements are 

planned on the Honey Brook Township side.  What we’re asking the Board to decide upon is 

whether or not to defer all comments to Caernarvon-Lancaster to make it a more expedited 

review. Chris Hartman’s office reviewed the plan and recommended adding the escrow 

requirement to ensure that the new deeds are recorded. 
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Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the request to defer plan 

processing to Caernarvon Township, Lancaster County and require the escrow.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

3. Motion to (adopt / not adopt) Resolution 15-2020 that extends the flat rate payment period for 

collection of the 2020 Real Estate Tax.   

 

Steve Landes stated that as of right now, 77% of the Township tax has been collected, so this 

item does not affect the majority of people.  A lot of the monies were paid during the 

discount period ending April 30 because people like to take advantage of that, and many are 

paid by banks from escrow monies that have been collected all year.  The end of the flat 

period is usually June 30, and interest and penalties are collected between June 1 and 

December 31.  One thought is to extend the flat period to September 30, which is half the 

penalty period.  The other is to extend to December 31.  There would be some impact to the 

Township, but it’s not going to be significant.  Either one makes sense. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 15-2020, to 

extend the flat rate payment period for collection of the 2020 Real Estate Tax to September 

30, 2020.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

4. Motion to (adopt / not adopt) Resolution 14-2020 that approves and directs the Township to 

submit a revision of the official sewage facilities plan to PA DEP for the Melvin Stoltzfus Land 

Development plan (Tax Parcel Number 22-6-4.2A).   

 

Mike Reinert stated that this is for a second dwelling unit on this property.  The Planning 

Module is to be forwarded to DEP for their review & comment. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 14-2020.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Motion to accept / not accept the offer of Mr. Amos Fisher, 2000 Cambridge Road (TPN 22-

7-83.2), to grant the Township a 60-day extension of time, which makes the new deadline 

120-days before the Zoning Hearing Board must hold a hearing on the variance application 

he submitted on April 15, 2020.   

 

Steve Landes stated that he had requested the extension because we don’t know when it will 

be safe to hold an in-person meeting at the office.  Typically with applications of this sort, 

there are a number of exhibits.  Various people may participate on behalf of applicant and 

sometimes neighbors may want to say their piece.  In cases like this, if they are Amish, we 

have no way to hold a virtual meeting for them.  During this time, when we receive 

applications, I’m asking the applicants to push out the deadline to 120 days if can get them to 

agree to it. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to accept the offer.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 
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6. Motion to (direct / not direct) the Solicitor to advertise an amendment to the Honey Brook 

Township Code Chapter 14 entitled Manufactured Home Parks for action at the June 10th 

Board of Supervisors meeting.   

 

Steve Landes stated that this is the draft ordinance you received for review.  If you are happy 

with it, then it’s appropriate to advertise.  If you’re not happy with it, we can table it and 

make adjustments as necessary.   

 

Beth Kohl stated that Technicon had recommendations to clean up the language a little bit to 

match the administrative duties with the licensing procedures.  Also, under enforcement 

actions, there are changes as to who gets notified.  There is to be no placement of homes 

without water and sewer approval. 

 

Tracy Olsen asked if there was provision for abandoned homes.  For instance, there is a home 

on South Birdell Road that has broken windows and is clearly abandoned.   

 

Steve Landes stated that’s a whole different issue.  A situation like that can be handled 

anytime under the Property Maintenance ordinance. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to direct the Solicitor to advertise 

the Ordinance amendment.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Motion to (direct / not direct) the Solicitor to advertise a Land Preservation Committee 

Ordinance that establishes the policies and procedures for the Committee for action at the 

June 10th Board of Supervisors meeting.   

 

Steve Landes stated that he had forwarded this to the Board for their review.  The Land Pres 

Committee also had a chance to review it and had no comments.  If the Board is satisfied 

with the draft, then recommend the Solicitor to advertise.  

 

Beth Kohl stated that the sections in bold on the Board’s draft are the additions.  Everything 

else is restated from the original Resolution that created the Committee.  

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to to direct the Solicitor to advertise 

the Ordinance amendment.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey to authorize the Solicitor to take 

legal action against Penn Wynne Homes, for failure to post and maintain sufficient financial 

security as required in the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance and recommended 

by Technicon for Phase 1 of Village Greene.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

9. The Board discussed whether to hold the May and June Land Preservation Committee, 

Recreation and Parks Board and the Planning Commission meetings in person observing 

social distancing, virtually on the Zoom platform or cancel the meetings.   
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Steve Landes stated that his recommendation is to cancel the meetings. There is nothing on 

the agenda for any of these advisory groups that needs to be held this month that cannot be 

moved to July. 

 

John McHugh suggested that the Land Preservation annual report to the Supervisors could be 

held during the September Committee meeting rather than in July.   

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to cancel the May and June Land 

Preservation Committee, Recreation and Parks Board and Planning Commission meetings.  

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the following  financial 

security releases recommended by Technicon for: 

a. Mark Kauffman, 2701 Beaver Dam Road (22-9-28.2) in the amount of $22,961.85 for 

stormwater site improvements; 

b. Ickes / Hofbauer, 39 Talbotville Road (22-4-101.3), in the amount of $550.00 for 

stormwater site improvements; and 

c. Gideon Stoltzfus, 180 Hardwood Lane (22-10-47) in the amount of $2,525.88 for site 

improvements.   

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

11. Other New Business:  Steve Landes stated that he has put together a plan for staff returning 

to work for the Board to discuss.   

 

The Public Works staff will return to work on Monday on their normal schedule. There will 

be social distancing, one person will be in a truck, which will be their truck for the duration.  

There will be no moving around truck to truck.  They will clean it daily.   

 

Office staff will return the day after Memorial Day. They will be required to wear a mask 

except at their workstation. I recommend that they be excused from working on Primary 

Election Day because of the large number of people who will be in the building  I ask that we 

defer discussion of the public access to the June 10 meeting. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that she agreed with what Steve proposed. 

 

John McHugh questioned the Township’s liability if someone from the staff gets the corona 

virus.  Beth Kohl replied that the Township must have policies in place to reasonably protect 

staff which Steve will provide for review. The Township has a function that is considered to 

be critical as a government entity. Beth Kohl stated that in terms of employees and liability, 

the Board needs to be able to listen to concerns the employees have to make them feel safe.   

   

John McHugh asked Steve Landes if he would be able to do work from home if needed to 

minimize his exposure.  Steve Landes stated that he will do that.  Tracy Olsen stated that it’s 

Steve’s choice for his safety.  

 

The Board was in agreement about the plan as proposed by Steve Landes.    
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Old Business 

None. 

 

 

Open Forum 

Carmella Schmidt asked if there were more complaints than usual because of the Stay-at-Home 

orders.    Steve Landes stated that he hasn’t seen any more complaints than normal.  We only had 

three this last month.  

 

John McHugh stated there was an article in a York newspaper having to do with dog kennels in 

PA.  Two of our kennels are on the list. I don’t know if it’s based on old info or new info.   

John McHugh stated that when we get this type of notoriety, it’s not good for us.   

 

Steve Landes stated that the current activity is on the Dept. of Ag. website.  Kristy Deischer-

Eddy stated that the inspection reports are all on the state website.  If there are issues found, the 

kennel owner is given time to make corrections in much the same way as we would have for 

zoning violations, and then the kennel is re-inspected. 

 

Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, asked what the status of  Les Helms’ Auto Salvage. 

 

Steve Landes stated that there have been several complaints about the operation.  When the code 

officer was out doing a routine inspection, he found out that they had too much scrap outside the 

fence area.  A Notice of Violation was issued and after the required number of days there was no 

improvement so a citation was filed on February 12th. A hearing was scheduled for April 

however the courts were shut down due to COVID-19.  

 

Because conditions continued to deteriorate, a second citation was filed in late April.  I asked the 

state police to determine if the cars were in the right-of-way and whether or not it was a hazard 

on Cupola Road.  The trooper reported that he didn’t see a violation so he took no action.  Earlier 

this week, I submitted information to our PA State Representative and asked for his help with 

researching the state licenses that the junkyard holds and if there is a condition that the business 

must comply with local ordinances.  Our court appearance was rescheduled to late-June.   

 

Scott Stilson stated that if there were cars abandoned on the side of the road for a certain number 

of days that they would be considered a hazard. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that Quinn Haller will go down weekly to take photographs so that we have 

them when we go to court.  

 

Beth Kohl stated that if the Township believes this reaches the level of a safety issue, we could 

seek an emergency injunction with the Chester County Court of Common Pleas at the County.  
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Steve Landes stated that the owner has made it very clear that his intention is to do whatever he 

wants and fight us in court. 

 

Scott Stilson stated with respect to the dog kennel articles, after all kennels have their 

inspections, why not publish results in the newspaper to dispel the bad press. 

 

Adjournment 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:18 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

The Supervisors meeting will be held at 7 p.m.  virtually using ZOOM.  Please check the website 

or email info@honeybrooktwp.com for an update.  

 

May 19 Land Preservation Committee CANCELLED 

May 21 Recreation and Parks Board CANCELLED 

May 28 Planning Commission CANCELLED 

June 2 Primary Election Day, 7 am to 8 pm – Township Administration Building to host 

both precincts for voting 

June 3  Supervisors Workshop CANCELLED 

June 10 Supervisors Regular Meeting 

Jun 15 French Creek Iron Tour Bicycling Event CANCELLED 

 

mailto:info@honeybrooktwp.com

