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The meeting was called to order on the Zoom virtual meeting platform by Chairman John 

McHugh at 7:00 pm.  Also present via Zoom were Supervisors Travis Stacey and Tracy Olsen, 

Township Manager Steve Landes, Township Engineer Michael Reinert, Emergency 

Management Coordinator Rob Esposito, and Solicitor Chris Hartman.  Township residents 

Melissa Needles and Josh Kittle were also present. 

 

Announcement 

Due to the ongoing health concerns caused by COVID-19, this meeting was held electronically 

on the Zoom meeting platform.  The meeting was recorded. 

 

At the Chairman’s request, the agenda was shared on the meeting platform. 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the May 13th Regular Business Meeting 

2. Accept the May 2020 Township Manager’s Report 

3. Accept the May 2020 Financial Report 

4. Accept the May 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon 

5. Accept the May 2020 PA State Police Report 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports  

1. Kristy Deischer - Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  Kristy stated that the Township received a 

lovely thank-you letter from the Honey Brook Food pantry for the Township’s contribution.  

Last month, the Tri-County had an article about how there has been a 48% increase in people 

served by the Pantry in the six-week period between mid-March and April 30.  1,545 people 

in 450 families have been served.  Both June distributions are be for anyone in the Honey 

Brook area in need of food who calls ahead to register.  As of now, the Music Fest to benefit 

the Pantry is still “on” for August 8, but the Golf Outing originally scheduled for July has 

been rescheduled to Tuesday, October 13th. 

 

The Honey Brook Community Partnership met via Zoom and chose two Twin Valley High 

School graduating seniors to each receive a $500 grant--Madison Rice and Tatianna Belloma. 

 

The annual conference for the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors, also 

known as PSATS, has gone virtual.  The 54 workshops that would have been presented May 

4th & 5th in Hershey are now offered as webinars through August 30.  I attended a webinar on 

Monday.  Individual registrations for the remaining 50 webinars are available for $20 each.  

The webinars I will be hosting are going to be on July 30 (co-presented with Louise 

Wennberg) and the other one will be on August 10. 

 

PSATS had a town-hall webinar on June 4 talking about the short-term, 5-month state budget 

that was passed, guidance for moving from yellow to green phases, and other topics.  I saved 

a .pdf of the power point presentation if any of the Board members are interested.  The 

session was also recorded.   
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The biggest takeaway that stuck out to me is that PennDOT is predicting a 10% decrease in 

Liquid Fuels funding next year due to the recent slowdown in fuel purchases and lower fuel 

prices.  This means that the census numbers will be more important than ever, since liquid 

fuels monies from the state are based on a formula using road mileage and population.   

 

On the topic of the census:  the township’s response rate is going well.  The Township is 

above the county average but not quite as high as the 2010 final response rate.   

 

The June 19 Household Hazardous Waste collection has been canceled by the Chester 

County Solid Waste Authority.  Two scheduled dates remain for 2020, one in August and 

one in October. 

 

The raised bed garden did not come together for this year.  The newest volunteer to head it 

up was in Colorado when the shutdown happened, and I have yet to hear from her.  The Park 

& Rec Committee members will weed the beds in fall to prepare for Spring 2021. 

 

Lastly, a reminder that all Township Offices will be closed on Friday, July 3, in observance 

of Independence Day. 

 

2. Robert Esposito Jr., Emergency Management Coordinator:  Robert stated that he and Deputy 

Morgan have worked with residents and staff in assisted living facilities.  They fulfilled 30-

some resource requests.  For the most part, the facilities are holding their own.  In one 

instance, cases have risen.  It should hit the nursing facilities harder than the general 

population, and the staff have also been affected.   

 

Some additional staffing for emergency services were needed due to the number of COVID-

19 cases which will not go away overnight.  The Board might consider putting some money 

away to assist EMS and the Fire Company due to the extra expense responding to the 

pandemic.  While the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Association (PEMA) is 

granting money to cover such costs, it won’t arrive tomorrow.   

 

Chester County as of today has 2,654 positive cases and 264 deaths.  We’re lower than the 

rate for Delaware and Montgomery Counties, but it could skyrocket when we hit the “green” 

phase, so we should be cognizant about that.  If an emergency worker gets exposure, then 

they would need to self-quarantine for 14 days and we’d need to have different providers 

cover their shifts.  It’s not so much a supply issue as a financial issue to shell out the 

overtime.    

 

I’ve spent a lot of time on the phone with the county and on webinars.  The EMCs have 

talked amongst ourselves and the online meetings might have to continue.  Some 

municipalities have canceled their in-person meetings for the rest of the year. 

 

I’d like to bring up to the Board the Township Emergency Management Association (TEMA) 

conference in Pittsburgh.  I’d like for myself and Deputy Morgan to attend and have our 

hotel and meals covered, either for one of us or both.  As of now, it is still taking place.  I’m 

the EMC for both the Borough and Township, so the cost could possibly be shared in some 

way.   
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The EMC quarterly meetings are virtual for now, and there won’t be any in-person training 

this year. Another thing we talked about is the Emergency Services Department will continue 

with the status quo.  We still have other things to do & to deal with other than the pandemic.  

Business as usual going to be happening in different manners, but it will still go on.   

 

The last thing is that we might want to revisit our emergency plan.  It hasn’t been redone for 

a few years. It’s not due until October.  I’m working on it for a bit of time. 

 

John McHugh stated that the main points were that an escrow amount has been asked for in 

the amount of $5,000 or greater, attendance at the TEMA conference the cost being shared 

between the Township and the Borough.  In the event we have a natural disaster or another 

pandemic, we need to make sure to notify the watch officer in the Chester County 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC).   

 

John McHugh asked what the other Board members’ feelings were about setting aside money 

for another round of the virus. 

 

Steve Landes stated that we can address this now or at the time it’s requested.  If we want to 

set aside money, we can do so from the unrestricted cash balance in the General Fund.   

 

Travis Stacey stated that he would like to wait and see what’s needed. 

 

3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  we will have to watch the Earned Income Tax (EIT), 

since that will be negatively affected due to layoffs.  We’re trending at about 5.5% below 

where we were last year.  The transfer tax is also down about 8% from this time last year.  

The Real Estate tax is almost identical to this time last year. The Township will end the year 

below the anticipated income. 

 

Liquid fuels projects for this year will be Morgantown Road and the continuation of Park 

Road widening and paving.  Items 8 & 9 under New Business have to do with those two road 

projects for the year.  Most of the work will be done by our Public Works staff. 

 

As of yesterday afternoon we have a new website that is much more user-friendly than the 

old site had become. John McHugh asked how much of it has changed.  Steve Landes stated 

it has changed 100%. 

 

Rob Esposito asked if there could be an Emergency Management page, much as other 

municipalities have.  Steve Landes asked Rob to submit the information he wants and then he 

will decide how to handle it.   

 

For whatever reason, the number of concerns reported to the office in May was considerably 

up from last month.  One of the reasons is Helm’s salvage yard.  We also had reports of work 

without permits, burning, soil being moved with lack of erosion control measures, dumping, 

noise violations in Village Greene and in the mobile home parks, and keeping of animals.  

The good thing is that we’ve addressed most of these, and the ones that aren’t closed are well 

on their way to it.   
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Open Forum 

Melissa Needles, New Village Greene Drive, reported a number of concerns about the Village 

Greene development including drainage on some building lots, the slope and erosion around the 

walking trail, and the need for permitting construction of the rock retaining walls.   

 

Chris Hartman stated that he received has received similar questions from the HOA Attorney,  

Steven Sugarman which he expects to respond to in the near future.  If there continues to be 

concerns after the response, the Township and HOA can meet again.  

 

New Business 

1. Travis Stacey made a motion to approve the payment of all invoices prepared by the 

Treasurer.  Tracy Olsen stated that she seconds the motion, except that she abstains from 

approving the invoice from Olsen’s auto.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to accept the offer of Mr. David 

King, 743 Welsh Road (Tax Parcel Number 22-3-50) to grant the Township a 60-day 

extension of time, which makes the new deadline 120-days before the Zoning Hearing Board 

must hold a hearing on the completed variance application #2020-5 dated May 20, 2020.  All 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to accept the offer of Mr. Melvin 

Stoltzfus, 290 Mill Road (TPN 22-6-4.2A) to grant the Township a 60-day extension of time, 

which makes the new deadline 120-days before the Zoning Hearing Board must hold a 

hearing on the completed variance application #2020-4 dated May 5, 2020.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

4. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to enact an amendment to the Honey 

Brook Township Code Chapter 14 entitled Manufactured Home Parks, Ordinance #2020-

204.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen to enact a new Land Preservation 

Committee Ordinance #2020-205 that will be added to the Township Code establishing the 

policies and procedures for the Committee. All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

6. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to authorize the Solicitor to 

advertise that a public hearing be held during the Board of Supervisors July 8, 2020 meeting 

at 7:00 pm about the renewal of the Service Electric cable franchise agreement.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

7. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to direct the Solicitor to advertise an 

ordinance #2020-206 authorizing the Supervisors to enter into a cable franchise agreement 

with Service Electric following the Public Hearing at the July 8, 2020 meeting.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 
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8. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to schedule a special Zoom virtual 

meeting on Thursday, June 18th beginning at 7:00 pm for the purpose of awarding contracts 

for road seal coating, traffic line painting, and equipment rental.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

9. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to direct the Manager to submit an 

application to PennDOT for Project Approval to Use Liquid Fuels Funds for Morgantown 

Road surfacing and Park Road widening and resurfacing.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Travis Stacey stated that he believes that the July 1st Supervisors Workshop should be 

cancelled and that he’d prefer that the Regular Supervisor meeting be held in the Township 

Building.  

 

Steve Landes stated that the meeting room could be set up with proper distancing including 

the head table.  Also everyone must wear a mask the entire time they are in the building.  

 

Following considerable discussion, Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, 

to cancel the July 1 workshop and have the July 8 Regular Board meeting held on the Zoom 

platform.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

11. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the Chestnut Ridge 

security release in the amount of $146,070.67 for site improvements.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

12. Other New Business  

a. Discussion reopening the Township Administration Building to the public. 

 

John McHugh asked if the standing committees had business to discuss. 

 

Steve Landes replied that the Planning will likely have business that must be handled in 

July unless the Township receives an extension.  This or any other Board or Committees 

business could be handled via the Zoom platform.   

 

Rob Esposito suggested the Supervisors table the discussion until the July 8th meeting.  . 

 

b. John McHugh asked for a brief overview of the highlights of the new website. 

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that there are fewer tabs to navigate.  Under each tab, all the 

subheadings are listed to the left.  The names of the tabs are a little different that in the 

previous version, but if all else fails the search button is there to help. 
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Open Forum 

None. 

 

 

Adjournment 

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

All meetings begin at 7 p.m.  Due to COVID-19, the dates, times and locations are subject to 

change.  Meetings may be held in-person in the Honey Brook Township Building, Virtually using 

ZOOM or cancelled.  Please check the website or email info@honeybrooktwp.com for an 

update.  

 

June 18 Recreation and Parks Board and Trail Committee – cancelled 

June 24  Western Chester County Council of Governments – cancelled 

June 25 Planning Commission – cancelled 

July 1  Supervisors Workshop – cancelled 

July 8 Supervisors Regular Meeting on ZOOM 

 

Jun 14 French Creek Iron Tour Bicycling Event - cancelled 

 

mailto:info@honeybrooktwp.com

