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The meeting was called to order by Chairman John McHugh at 7:06 pm.  Also present were 

Supervisors Travis Stacey and Tracy Olsen, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township 

Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman.  Three members of the public 

were also present. 

 

Announcement 

Due to the ongoing health concerns caused by COVID-19, this meeting is being held virtually on 

the Zoom platform.  The meeting is being recorded. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis made a motion, seconded by Tracy, to approve the following consent 

agenda:  

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the June 10th Regular Business Meeting and 

the June 18th Special Meeting, 

2. Accept the June 2020 Township Manager’s Report,  

3. Accept the June 2020 Financial Report,  

4. Accept the June 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon, and  

5. Accept the June 2020 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports  

1. Kristy Deischer - Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Pennsylvania State Association of 

Township Supervisors (PSATS) will have a Fall Forum in Lancaster County on September 

23.  Info has been received in the office.  John picked up his info today, and Tracy and Travis 

can get theirs when they come to the Township Office for signatures on a variety of things. 

 

I participated in a Stormwater webinar via Zoom hosted by the Penn State Extension.  This 

fulfills a portion of our Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (or, MS4) requirements.  

They have a new publication called the Roadside Guide to Clean Water.  It has lots of great 

information in there. 

 

The Honey Brook Community Partnership has not met since April via Zoom; the next 

meeting will not be until August.  Harmony Day has been CANCELED.  It was to take place 

in two locations in the Borough [of Honey Brook], and the Borough Council felt it was best 

to not have the event this year.  The August Partnership meeting will instead focus on what 

the October Make a Difference Day project will be. 

 

Now for a Census update.  As of June 30, 70.5% of Township residents have responded, 56% 

via the internet.  Chester County is the third-highest responding county behind Bucks and 

Lancaster Counties.  By now, 96% of households in the United States should have received 

information on completing the census, either online or the paper version.  Responding now 

means they can avoid a visit from a census taker later this summer or fall. The deadline for 

responding has been extended to October 31.  Remember that the results of the 2020 Census 

will determine how federal funding flows into communities every year for the next 10 years.  
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Funding for such things as highway planning and construction, Medicare Part B Physicians 

Fee Schedules, Pell Grant Programs, School lunch programs, Special Education and Head 

Start programs, Emergency Food Assistance, Assistance to Firefighters, Disabled Veterans 

Outreach Programs, Senior Farmer’s Market Nutrition Programs, Community Development 

Block Grants, and Hazardous Waste Management Programs, just to name a few of the more 

than 125 programs, are all based on census results.   

There is a new scam out there preying on people’s fears about COVID-19. Scammers are 

exploiting sending text messages, e-mails, and social media messages that seem legitimate.  

An example is “someone who came in contact with you tested positive for COVID-19; click 

here for more information.”  That should be a red flag; they are trying to load malware onto 

smart phones and computers to steal your account passwords. 

There are also scam robocalls that claim to be part of “contact and tracing efforts.”  These are 

recorded messages claiming that you’ve been exposed to COVID-19, asking that you stay on 

the line or enter a number to speak to a representative, who then starts asking you personal 

information—name, address, and date of birth.  That should be a red flag. 

Legitimate tracers will not request any of this information, nor will they tell you the name of 

the person who may have spread the virus to you.  Real contract tracers will contact 

Pennsylvania residents who test positive for the coronavirus, and they will ask for names and 

contact information of people you’ve interacted closely with so that contact tracing can 

begin.  They will also advise you to stay isolated for 14 days, and ask if a health official may 

check with them daily for their symptoms.  This can be done by enrolling in the state’s Sara 

Alert system, which will send a daily text message or email asking if they are healthy and 

staying home. If you are prompted to go to a website to answer the questions, that’s a scam. 

The bottom line is this:  contact the Chester County Health Department if you are suspicious; 

they can tell you whether or not the inquiry was legitimate. 

 

2. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  the Township applied for a Department of Conservation 

& Natural Resources (DCNR) grant in April for the first phase of improvements to James A. 

Umble Memorial Park.  After follow-up conversations with the grant administrators about 

the maximum grant the Township could receive if approved, an amendment request of 

$250,000 was submitted in June which will require a $500,000 Township match. A decision 

about the grant application will likely be in the 4th quarter of this year. 

 

The first meeting of the Icedale Trail Feasibility Study Task Force will be held next 

Wednesday, July 15, at 7:30 pm via Zoom.  Representatives from Honey Brook Township 

and West Brandywine Township will discuss mapping that the Brandywine Conservancy 

prepared.   

 

The Twin Valley Little League is ready to resume their youth sports program now that the 

County is in the green recovery phase.  They prepared a plan to meet Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) and PA Department of Heath guidelines. They now need to submit their field 

reservation application so know when to expect them for maintenance, practice, and games 

and to get us their certificate of insurance naming Township as an insured party. 
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Public Hearing 

The meeting was turned over to Solicitor Chris Hartman for the public hearing on the Service 

Electric Cable Franchise Agreement.  The hearing was opened at 7:19 pm.  

 

Chris Hartman stated that there was a Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement extended last year.    

We are putting before the Board for your consideration tonight the extension of the agreement 

already in place with Service Electric. 

 

The Township receives 3% of the gross revenue of cable services for Service Electric’s use of 

the public right-of-way (RoW) for 10 years.  That fee is only payable on cable television 

services.  If someone purchases internet access through Service Electric, there are no franchise 

fees paid to the Township for those revenues. 

 

Tonight’s hearing is a requirement under federal law to learn if the public has any comments 

about the franchisee.  Is there anyone who has any comments or testimony to the Board about the 

services of Service Electric? 

 

Receiving no comments the public hearing was closed at 7:20 pm. 

 

 

Open Forum 

Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, stated that he’s noticed over the last 4-5 years a lot of people from 

out of town coming in to the Township who may not be familiar with the roadways.  Some are 

coming in at pretty fast speeds considering there are Amish buggies around.  Is it possible to post 

a sign with wording or a graphic alerting drivers to their presence on roads like Chestnut Tree, 

Suplee and Todd. 

 

John McHugh stated that he’d seen a lot of close calls near King Road.   

 

Steve Landes stated that it would have to be a sign in the PennDOT approved signs and if such 

signs were proposed for state roads, PennDOT would have to give the okay.  Steve Landes will 

research the signs and costs for discussion with the Supervisors at a workshop. 

 

John McHugh stated that he had a request from a family on Morgantown Road for additional 

patrolling on that road because of complaints of people traveling at high rates of speed. 

 

John McHugh stated that some time ago he had asked about the effectiveness of reducing the 

speed limit on 322 from 55 to 45 mph.  Did we ever hear back on that? 

 

Steve Landes stated that if it’s the meeting I recall, the State Police Lieutenant responded that 

there was no significant difference. 
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New Business 

1. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to enact Ordinance 206-2020 that 

authorizes execution of the 10-year Service Electric Cable Franchise Agreement.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 2020-15 that 

approves a revision to the Township’s Official Sewage Facilities Plan for Melvin and Esther 

Stoltzfoos (Tax Parcel Number 22-7-95) and directs that it be forwarded to PA Department 

of Environmental Protection for approval.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to direct the Manager to issue a 

Request for Proposals to contract for Pension Financial Advisor Services and report a 

recommendation to the Board.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 2020-16 that 

approves a revision to the Township’s Sewage Facilities Plan for Ephraim Stoltzfus, 339 

Grandview Circle (TPN 22-8-7.4) and directs that it be forwarded to PA Department of 

Environmental Protection for approval.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

6. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to award a contract to Robert 

Pearson for the rental of: 

a. Roller at $35 per hour, 

b. Skid Loader at $100 per hour, and 

c. Paver with operator (State Prevailing Wage Rate) at $300 per hour. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Motion to (table / reject) the bid of Robert Pearson to supply tri-axle trucks with drivers at 

prevailing wages conditioned on the PA Department of Labor & Industries requiring these 

wage rates.   

 

Steve Landes state that there is no award recommendation to Mr. Pearson’s bid to supply tri-

axle trucks with drivers at the prevailing wage rate because it does not appear that the rates 

apply in this case.  

 

Chris Hartman stated that he believes the Township received incorrect direction from 

PennDOT on this matter, so an opinion was requested from the Department of Labor & 

Industry however there has been no reply.  My opinion is that we don’t have to pay the 

prevailing wages on this portion of the contract.   

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to reject the bid of Robert Pearson 

to supply tri-axle trucks with drivers at prevailing wages and to direct the manager to rebid 

this contract without Prevailing Wage Rates.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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8. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 2020-17 that 

authorizes the Director of Public Works and Manager to purchase aggregate and asphalt 

product through COSTARS contracts from Highway Materials and New Enterprise Stone & 

Lime Co., Inc.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to appoint Catherine Goetz for a 3-

year term on the Honey Brook Community Library Board to fill the unexpired term (expiring 

12/31/2021) of Reid Bush who passed away in May.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Motion to (approve / not approve) the following  financial security releases recommended by 

Technicon for: 

a. Village Greene, Phase 1 (22-8-86): Release in the amount of $7,370.35 for amended 

soils. The balance remaining in escrow is $27,326.05; 

b. Village Greene, Phase 2 (22-8-86): No release. Adjustment of the Phase 2 escrow 

spreadsheet only. The balance remaining in escrow is $51,750.17; 

c. Village Greene, Phase 3 (22-8-86): Release in the amount of $4,160.94 for amended soils 

and site improvements. The balance remaining in escrow is $275,105.56; 

d. Mark Kauffman (22-9-28.4) in the amount of $3,949.69 for completed storm water 

improvements; 

e. Melvin Stoltzfoos (22-7-95) in the amount of $17,240.00 for completed storm water 

improvements; and 

f. John G. Stoltzfus (22-8-95) in the amount of $13,164.00 for completion of site 

improvements. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the releases 

recommended by Technicon.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

11. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to direct the Township Manager to 

prepare specifications and bid the requirements for a contract to supply Public Works with 

diesel fuel beginning on January 1, 2021 and then report the results to the Board of 

Supervisors for award.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

12. Veterans Day Celebration Update, John McHugh:  Unfortunately due to COVID-19 it’s 

difficult to plan for any public gatherings.  The crowd at Tel Hai for this ceremony in past 

years was between 100-200 people.  Tel Hai has already decided that they will not host the 

event this year.   John suggested holding the celebration during the regular Board meeting in 

November which we’ve done before.  If we want to honor a veteran, we could invite the 

family to that meeting. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that it’s a shame that we cannot get together in the way we usually do but 

under the current conditions, holding the celebration as part of the meeting makes sense. 
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13. Other New Business:   

a. When to re-open the Township Building to the public: Steve Landes reported that some 

municipalities are opening, while others will remain closed for the foreseeable future.  If 

the Board is interested in re-opening then there should be a requirement to wear a mask, 

social distancing and a maximum number of people allowed inside at a time.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to require that everyone who 

enters the building be required to wear a mask and practice social distancing.  Under 

discussion, the Solicitor was directed to prepare a notice for posting that informs people 

of this policy. All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The Board instructed the Manager to re-open the Building during normal business hours 

beginning Monday, July 20th. 

 

b. When should the Township Boards and committees resume in-person meetings in the 

Township Administration Building:  Steve Landes reported that none of the Township’s  

other Boards or Commissions had pending business for July that couldn’t wait until 

August.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to cancel the August Board 

workshop.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, that all Township Boards and 

Commissions resume holding in-person meetings in the Township Administration 

Building meeting room beginning in August.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

John McHugh stated that he’d like to make Supervisors meetings available on “Zoom” in 

addition to the in-person option.  Chris Hartman stated that he knows some municipalities 

are doing hybrid sessions like that. Travis Stacey and Tracy Olsen agreed.   

 

c.  When to accept group reservations of the pavilion at James A. Umble Park: 

 

Steve Landes stated that the Township won’t be able to enforce the need to wear masks 

or maintain social distancing at these events.  The one thing that the Township must do if 

the pavilion is going to be reserved, is to thoroughly clean and disinfect both before and 

after each event at an added cost to the Township.  Right now, the pavilion rental is at no 

charge and the Board should decide whether a rental fee be charged to recover the extra 

expense for cleaning and disinfecting. 

 

Chris Hartman recommended that an additional COVID waiver be required when rentals 

resume to reduce liability.  These waivers won’t eliminate risk, but it will communicate 

the seriousness of the situation.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, that the Board should wait until 

September to decide when to accept reservations at the James A. Umble Park pavilion.  

All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Old Business 

1. Helm’s Junkyard Hearing Update:  Steve Landes stated that a hearing was held on June 12 in 

front of Judge Cabry who gave Mr. Helm 30 days, which expires late this week. To clean 

everything up.     

 

Chris Hartman stated that there is a court date for July 14 if necessary.  If Helm has not made 

a satisfactory cleanup, Judge Cabry will be considering penalties on the 14th. 

 

John McHugh stated that maybe he’ll pass inspection, but then three months from now he 

could be blocking up the road and have junk right out to street.  Then we’d be back to 

enforcement again. 

 

Chris Hartman stated that the District Justice (DJ) gives more time for cleanup when 

someone is facing enforcement for first time.  If they are repeat offenders, there’s no delay in 

the penalties being meted out.  Where there are recurring instances, the process moves faster 

and is more expensive.     

 

 

2. Keystone Mobile Home Park – Notice of Violation Update:  Steve Landes stated that the 

Township received information that there were six RVs in Keystone being used as residences 

which is not permitted in mobile home parks.  Keystone was sent a notice giving them until 

today to have them removed. Their attorney pointed out to the Solicitor the difficulty of 

finding places for the RVs and the unavailability at campgrounds and requested an extension 

of time until August 1 to have them removed. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to extend the time to relocate the 

RVs to August 1.  All in favor; motion carried. 

 

3. Village Greene:  John McHugh stated that he is aware of a number of issues about Village 

Greene such as the rock walls and the erosion along the paved path.  The concern is that once 

improvements these improvements are handed over to the Homeowner’s Association (HoA), 

then they will incur repair work expenses. 

 

Steve Landes stated that Melissa Needles, New Village Green Drive, had brought a number 

of these concerns up and also submitted several right-to-know requests regarding permitting 

and inspections.   The HoA’s attorney raised many issues with Chris Hartman who just 

recently responded to the various issues and also invited the HoA’s attorney to submit 

follow-up questions or request a meeting to talk about the issues.  

 

 

4. John McHugh asked if there the Township provided Joan Yanak’s with a response about her 

complaint about the damage to her fence caused by her neighbor. 

 

Steve Landes reported that Ms. Yanak was informed by email that this was a matter between 

her and her neighbor.  If she is not able to resolve the matter with her neighbor then she could 

file a complaint with the DJ’s office.  The DJ’s contact information was provided. 
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Open Forum 

Paul Diamantopoulos, Morgantown Road, stated that he had come down to the Township 

Office in early June to find out what being done about the mile-a-minute infestation on his 

neighbor’s property that he complained about last year.  I was surprised to hear that the 

complaint was closed based on the Zoning Officer’s inspection.  I submitted a new complaint 

because the situation has not changed.  My concern is, how is it that there was a complaint closed 

out and I didn’t know about it? 

 

John McHugh stated that there was a complaint process put in place.  When we close complaints, 

are we notifying complainants that they are closed? 

 

Steve Landes stated that according to our records, the notification was done by the staff who left 

a voice mail message.  When I learned that you filed a new complaint, I asked the Zoning Officer 

to meet with you so that you can point out where the problem exists and then we can determine 

whose property it’s on.    

 

Paul Diamantopoulos stated that the investigative process was poorly done. I didn’t find out until 

I went to the office and asked what the status of complaint was and then had to fill out a new 

form.   

 

John McHugh stated that what I’m hearing is that you want to be better informed.   

 

 

Melissa Needles asked if Sam Nemroff, Penn Wynne Homes had contacted anyone to discuss 

rerouting the proposed section of sidewalk along Horseshoe Pike to an alternate e the trail around 

the trees yet. 

 

Steve Landes stated that Technicon had recommended that Sam take a look at that last year. 

Mike Reinert stated that Sam was previously notified that any realignment or other change to the 

sidewalk should receive the Homeowner Association’s approval before being presented to the 

Township.    

 

Adjourn 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 
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Upcoming Meetings: 

All meetings begin at 7 p.m.  Due to COVID-19, the dates, times and locations are subject to 

change.  Please check the website or email info@honeybrooktwp.com for an update.  

 

July 15 Icedale Trail Feasibility Study Task Force via Zoom Meeting Platform 

July 16 Recreation and Parks Board - CANCELLED 

July 21 Land Preservation Committee - CANCELLED 

July 23 Planning Commission – CANCELLED  

Aug 5  Supervisors Workshop - CANCELLED 

Aug 12  Supervisors Regular – in person at the Township Building, 500 Suplee Rd. 

mailto:info@honeybrooktwp.com

