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The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Tracy Olsen.  Also present were Township 

Manager Steve Landes, Township Engineer Mike Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris 

Hartman.  Chairman John McHugh was present via the “Zoom” online meeting platform. 

Supervisor Travis Stacey joined the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was 

recording the meeting, which will be posted on social meeting.  Due to the ongoing health 

concerns caused by COVID19, this meeting is also being held electronically on the “Zoom” 

online platform. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the August 12th Regular Business Meeting, 

2. Accept the August 2020 Township Manager’s Report, 

3. Accept the August 2020 Financial Report, 

4. Accept the August 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

5. Accept the August 2020 PA State Police Report, 

6. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of August 27, 2020, and  

7. Accept the Recreation and Parks Board Minutes of January 16 and February 20, 2020. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports  

1. Kristy Deischer - Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency, or EPA, is providing nearly $3.4 million in grants to help Pennsylvania’s 

agricultural community reduce its nitrogen runoff and improve water quality in the 

Chesapeake Bay.    

 

The EPA studied all 383 basins in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and determined that 26 of 

the top 30 basins that show the most promise for nitrogen-removal effectiveness are in 

Pennsylvania. Because PA has the largest percentage of agricultural operations of the states 

in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, it received the largest share of the funds.   

What’s interesting is that Pequea Creek is #8 on that list.  Its watershed covers the 

southwestern corner of the Township.  Conestoga Creek is #7 on that list, and its watershed 

covers the extreme northeast corner of the Township.   

 

The Chester County Health Department announced that it is currently offering nasal swab 

testing for individuals who have COVID-19 symptoms or who have had a known exposure to 

someone with COVID-19 and who live or work in Chester County. Testing will be offered at 

multiple sites throughout the week.  Details at www.chesco.org. 
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Just a reminder that the 2020 Census count impacts the federal funds that communities 

receive each year for programs and services that are critical for schools, students, and 

younger children, such as special education, Head Start, after-school programs, classroom 

technology, food assistance, including free and reduced-price school lunches, and maternal 

and child health programs.  Time is running out to respond; the deadline is September 30, 

2020. 

 

Chester County recently surpassed Lancaster County in its response rate to the Census to #2 

in the state behind Bucks County.  The average Chester County Response Rate is 76.7%.  

The Township response rate is 72.9%, still short of 2010’s final response rate of 78.1%.  

56.4% of those responses have been via the internet. 

 

The Brandywine Creek Water Trail Feasibility Study conducted by the Brandywine 

Conservancy and the Chester County Planning Commission has been released and is 

available to view at www.brandywine.org.  

 

The Chester County Solid Waste Authority is planning to hold its October 10 Household 

Hazardous Waste at the Government Services Center in West Chester; however, you must 

register in advance at www.chestercountyswa.org.  For Department of Environmental 

Protection compliance, the event’s capacity must be limited.  Once you register online, print 

your registration ticket and bring it with you to the event.  Wear a mask, and keep materials 

in the trunk of your car.  Staff will remove your materials.  The registration link is not yet 

available; check back in mid- to late-September.   

 

Just a reminder to the Supervisors about the PSATS Fall Forum, being held virtually this year 

September 23 & 24.  There is still time to register. Among the topics to be covered are fire 

service challenges, employment issues that you may have missed during quarantine, how to 

stretch your township public works budget, ways in which your township can simplify 

zoning, emergency management best practices, and connecting with your community using 

Story Maps. 

 

Lastly, the Honey Brook Community Partnership will meet next Thursday morning, so I will 

finally have a Partnership update at next month’s meeting. 

 
  

 

2. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  The Comprehensive Recreation, Parks, Open Space, 

and Greenways Plan was submitted to the PA Department of Conservation & Natural 

Resources (DCNR) for review and comment.  The revised draft must then be submitted to the 

Township Planning Commission, Chester County Planning Commission, all municipalities 

with borders that touch the Township and the Twin Valley School District for review. This 

review is required by the Municipalities Planning Code because the Plan will be adopted as 

part of the Honey Brook Township and Borough Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan.  The 

Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing during the regular December meeting.  

After the Public Hearing is closed the Supervisors may take action on the Plan. 
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The next Icedale Trail Feasibility Study Committee meeting will be held on September 23 on 

Zoom.  One of the things to be discussed is the Brandywine Conservancy’s possible trail 

alignments.  Before the Brandywine Conservancy did their site reconnaissance to prepare 

possible alignments, we sent letters informing the property owners that would be there and 

also gave them the opportunity to contact the Conservancy if they have questions. 

 

There were 14 issues of concern this past month which are in the process of being 

investigated or have been closed out.  The most frequent issue was for construction going on 

without a permit.  It seems to be that some residents would rather try to get away with not 

obtaining a permit because there is no penalty if caught.     

  

Don and I spoke with our PennDOT representative who agreed to approve the Park Road 

widening and overlay together with the Morgantown Road overlay projects so that Township 

Liquid Fuels monies could be used. Don has started to widen Park Road by 2 feet on one 

side.  Both Park Road and Morgantown Road intermittently closed during construction but 

school buses will be permitted through.  Work could be completed by the end of the month. 

 

Open Forum 

1. Dave Hopfer, Cupola Road, stated that he has a concern about 207 Cupola Road that has a 

house and three rental units, one of which was an ECHO which should have been removed 

when the old man living there died.  Another family has lived there for years.  They are 

making excessive noise at all hours.  

 

Following discussion, Steve Landes stated that the Township will investigate and take 

appropriate action.  Mr. Hopfer will be contacted if additional information is needed and then 

when the issue is resolved. 

 

New Business 

1. David King, 1063 Twin County Road (Tax Parcel Number 22-3-50) Variance application 

#2020-5:  the applicant was not present. Mike Reinert stated that this is a 7-acre parcel.  The 

variance is from the requirement for constructing a poultry barn 100 feet from rear lot line; 

the applicant requested that the barn be 30 feet.  The 100-foot distance is required for the 

number of poultry being housed there.  This project will go through Land Development.  The 

PC took a position of support for the variance. 

 

Chris Hartman asked what was on other side of the 30-foot setback.  Mike Reinert stated that 

it is vacant agricultural land.  There are no structures on the land behind it. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to support the variance application 

submitted by David King to construct a poultry barn 30 feet from the rear property line.  All 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Stephen Stoltzfus, 817 Compass Road (TPN 22-6-41) Variance application #2020-6:  Mr. 

Riehl was present on behalf of the applicant.  Mike Reinert stated that this was for a high 

tunnel structure for tobacco drying within 25’ of property line.  The setback is supposed to be 

60 feet.  Also, the applicant is seeking a variance for an increase of impervious coverage 

putting them over the allowable amount of 20%.   
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The applicant provided additional information this week that does in fact put the impervious 

above 20%.  The PC discussed both points and did take position of support for both the 

setback and an overage of the impervious coverage of up to 3%. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to support the variance application 

submitted by Stephen Stoltzfus to allow: 

a. The construction of a 34’ x 150’ high tunnel for tobacco drying 25’ from the property 

line (60’ required) and  

b. The increase in impervious coverage by about 3% which increases the total 

impervious coverage over the 20% limit 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Daniel Fisher Land Development #2020-5, Cambridge Road (22-7-83.2):  Kevin Witmier 

with Impact Engineering was present on behalf of the applicant.  He stated that this is a 20-

acre farm on the south side of Cambridge Road, a long narrow tract.  The existing 

improvements are in the middle of the property, and a driveway is on the western boundary.  

There is a residence, barn, gravel drive, & a trailer.  The intent is to construct a 5,000 square 

foot building on the gravel area of property for housing a construction business.  The 

applicant is going through land development and stormwater management to address the 

construction.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that the PC reviewed the application and the review letter.  A lot of the 

items in there are administrative; however, the applicant is willing to comply with the 

remaining conditions in the letter.  The PC recommended conditional plan approval.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant conditional final plan 

approval to the Daniel Fisher Land Development plan contingent upon compliance with the 

Technicon review letter dated September 1, 2020 and to allow gravel as the parking area 

material except for ADA spaces.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

4. 76 / 94 Rock Road Lot Annexation #2020-6 (22-9-16.4, 22-9-16.3, and 22-9-16): No one was 

present on behalf of the applicant.  Mike Reinert stated that he spoke with Mr. Hershey, the 

applicant’s engineer.  This is a lot annexation plan for three tracts of land.  They are taking 

land from one tract and adding to another.  Two of the parcels have single family dwellings 

on them.  Lot 3 is the remaining farm.  There are to be no disturbances with this plan; the lots 

are already existing.  They are non-conforming but they are adding to them to be in 

conformance.  The PC recommended conditional plan approval provided the applicant meets 

the conditions in the Aug. 20, 2020 review letter from Technicon. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant conditional final plan 

approval to the 76 / 94 Rock Road Lot Annexation plan contingent upon compliance with the 

Technicon review letter dated August 20, 2020.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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5. Kimberly and James Ford Minor Subdivision #2020-4, Cupola Road (22-8-40): The 

applicants were present.  James Ford stated that this is a one-acre property on Cupola Road.  

There is an existing house and we are looking to make one additional lot.  The applicants 

agreed to comply with comments included in the Technicon review letter. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that one new single family dwelling will be built and there will be 

stormwater management along with that.  The PC recommended conditional final plan 

approval provided the conditions of the August 14, 2020 review letter are met.  Hooking up 

to the public water connection is one of the items. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that James Ford is her brother and therefore will abstain from voting on 

this item. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant conditional final plan 

approval to the 560 Cupola Road Minor Subdivision plan contingent upon compliance with 

the Technicon review letter dated August 14, 2020.  Supervisors Stacey and McHugh voted 

in favor while Supervisor Olsen abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

6. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Motion to (authorize / not authorize) the Township Manager to sign a settlement agreement 

with RHG properties that will reduce back taxes on one unit in dispute by 50% to 

approximately $69.45. 

 

Steve Landes stated that this has been a long-standing point of discussion between the mobile 

home park’s management and the current owners.  This unit has been through a couple of tax 

sales.  Everybody is on board—the Chester County Tax Claim Bureau and the Twin Valley 

School District.   The Park will pay half the taxes it believes should be paid off.  This is not 

unlike when the Board has exonerated taxes when trailers were removed without the taxes 

being paid. 

 

Chris Hartman stated that this only affects taxes through the end of 2016 because the new 

owner paid taxes since then.  The taxes seem to be are current for 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020.  

So those more recent year’s taxes aren’t being addressed here.  Chris Hartman stated that 

there’s very little impact to the Township.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to sign the settlement agreement.  

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Motion to (approve / not approve) the request of Tel Hai Camp to periodically close Beaver 

Dam Road to allow runners in the annual 5K Turkey Bowl race on Thanksgiving day to 

safely cross the road between 7:15 and 10:30 am. 

 

  



Honey Brook Township  

Board of Supervisors 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 Approved Meeting Minutes 

 

Page 6 of 7 

 

Steve Landes stated that this is a long-standing program that the camp has operated for many 

years.  It’s a little bit different during COVID, in that groups will be going out in stages.  

Volunteers will be at the Beaver Dam Road crossing to allow cars to pass when people are 

not crossing.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to allow the intermittent closure on 

Thanksgiving Day.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the following  financial 

security releases recommended by Technicon for: 

a. Daniel Blank Minor Land Development, 6401 Meadville Road (22-6-18) in the 

amount of $13,729.00 for site improvements, and 

 

b. Melvin Stoltzfoos Storm Water Management Plan (22-7-95) in the amount of 

$3,882.50 for site improvements. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Keystone Court Mobile Home Park (22-8-85.1B) request to withdraw the citation filed by the 

Township for their failure to have a Recreational Vehicle removed from the park by the 

August 1st deadline set by the Board at the July 8th meeting.  

 

Chris Hartman stated that they are asking that we excuse them from compliance because they 

don’t have any prospects for moving the remaining RV to another location.  The Board’s 

possible responses are:  to postpone the hearing, nullify the complaint, withdraw the 

complaint or hold the hearing as scheduled. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to hold the hearing as scheduled.  

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

11. Other New Business 

a. Steve Landes reminded the Supervisors that the September 15th meeting of the Land 

Preservation Committee is a joint meeting with the Supervisors.  The Committee will 

provide a brief summary of the past year’s activities. 

 

b. John McHugh stated that these virtual meetings aren’t really working.  Tonight it was 

very difficult to hear Tracy.  I could hear Chris and Mike fine but Steve and Travis 

were harder to hear. 
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c. John McHugh reported that there is a sinkhole in front of his property on Hillbrook 

Drive.  Four other neighbors have them as well.  We need to look into this to find 

what is causing it. 

 

d. There are more and more people who seem to be ignoring the burning ordinance. 

 

Old Business 

None. 

 

 

Open Forum 

None. 

 

 

Adjournment 

Travis made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

Meetings will be held in the Honey Brook Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee Road, 

Honey Brook beginning at 7 p.m. unless notes otherwise. Due to COVID-19, the dates, times and 

locations are subject to change. Check the website, email info@honeybrooktwp.com or call the 

office at 610 273-3970 for an update.  

 

Sept 15 Joint Land Preservation Committee and Supervisors Meeting  

Sept 21  Zoning Hearing Board at 7:30 p.m. for the David King variance application 

#2020-5, 1063 Twin County Road (22-3-50) 

Sept 17 Recreation and Parks Board 

Sept 23 Icedale Trail Feasibility Study Task Force at 7:30 pm via Zoom 

Sept 24 Planning Commission 

Oct 7   Supervisors Workshop (In-person and also on the Zoom virtual platform) 

Oct 14  Supervisors Regular Meeting (In-person and also on the Zoom virtual platform) 

 

mailto:info@honeybrooktwp.com

