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Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting Approved Minutes 

November 11, 2020  

 

 

Masks and social distancing are required inside of the building according to State and Township 

regulations. Very limited seating available. 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman John McHugh.  Also present (either in 

person or via the “Zoom” online meeting platform) were Supervisor Travis Stacey, Township 

Manager Steve Landes, Township Solicitor Beth Kohl, and Township Engineer Mike Reinert, as 

well as some members of the public.  Supervisor Tracy Olsen was absent. 

 

 

Announcement 

This meeting is being recorded and will be posted on social media. Due to the ongoing health 

concerns caused by COVID-19 this meeting is also being held electronically on Zoom.   

 

 

Veterans Celebration 

John McHugh stated that since 2009, Honey Brook Township has conducted a Veterans Ceremony. 

The intention of this ceremony is to take a moment to acknowledge those Honey Brook residents, 

living and deceased who served in the Armed Forces.  

When I set up the first ceremony, I found we did not have a list of names of our veterans. A list was 

created by reaching out to the residents of our community. Mark of the American Legion and Tim 

Herr of Tel Hai assisted us in putting together that list. Residents have been submitting names and 

as the list has grown, Kristy put together a poster that you see in the lobby of the Township 

building. You can view the names on the Township website.  

For the past two years we observed Veterans Day at the Tel Hai Retirement Community, which was 

a combined effort with Honey Brook Borough. Due to the pandemic, we could not meet there this 

year.  

We ask that you submit names that are not on the list. The requirement to be on the list is that the 

veteran lived in Honey Brook Township whether they lived most of their life here or retired and 

moved to Honey Brook. Armed Forces include Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast 

Guard. 

This year we recognize the Civil War Veterans, names that may have been forgotten but are still 

remembered in the hearts of the descendants. Kristy will call out some of the names of these men 

and women.  

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that more than 100 veterans have been identified as having served in 

the Civil War.  Among them are families after whom Township roads are named—John Dampman, 

Frank Forrest, William Given, and Rees Elmer Welsh; families for whom both roads and villages 

are named--George, William, & Steward Supplee and Jack, James, & Jacob Talbot; multi-

generational families who served in the military--James, David, and A. Thomas Buchanan, sons of 
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John Buchanan, who served in the War of 1812 and William & Henry McConnell, descendants of 

James McConnell, who served in the Revolutionary War; and other families with deep ties to 

Honey Brook Township--Samuel Eppihimer, whose family ran a funeral home in the Township for 

80 years and an ancestor of Margaret Eppihimer, author of the Honey Brook history books; James 

Emrey, ancestor of Emreys who live here to this day; John Wesley Ford, Tracy Olsen’s great-great-

great-great grandfather, who served in both the Army and Navy, aboard the U.S.S. Barron DeKalb; 

Enos Piersol, an ancestor of the Piersol family who founded the Honeybrook Golf Club; and  John 

Trego, a descendant of the Tregos that owned the farm at what is now 1075 Suplee Road, on which 

is a family cemetery; 

 

Several other sets of siblings also served: Joseph, William, Benjamin, & Markely Davis; William & 

Joseph Devine; George, Sam, & Bill Dicely; John R. & David E. Good; James, John, & Abner 

Griffith; William, George, & Frederick Irwin; Benjamin & John Grier Lewis; Joseph & Samuel 

Mackelduff; James & Baxter McClure; John & James McIlheney; William & John Morgan; David 

& William Potts; Isaac & Elam Reel; George & John Spotts; and David & John White,  

 

To these and many other families we owe a debt of gratitude for their service to our country. 

John McHugh asked for a moment of silence to honor our veterans. 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 

following Consent Agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the October 7 and 14, 2020 Meetings, 

2. Accept the Recreation and Parks Board Minutes of October 15, 2020, 

3. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of October 22, 2020, 

4. Accept the October 2020 Financial Reports, 

5. Accept the October 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon, 

6. Accept the October 2020 Manager’s Report, and 

7. Accept the October 2020 PA State Police Incident Reports. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Departmental Reports  

1. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Western Chester County Chamber of 

Commerce has rescheduled its Municipal Update Luncheon, usually held in March, to 

November 20, 2020. 

 

Good news for seniors!  If you are a member of a Senior Center in Chester County, you are 

eligible for free dental care at Community Volunteers in Medicine (also known as CVIM) in 

West Chester.  The Coatesville Area Senior Center serves Honey Brook Township.  For 

membership information, contact CASC at 610-383-6900 or visit their website at 

www.coatesvilleseniorcenter.org.  

 

A Toys for Tots collection box is in the Administration Building lobby until December 11. New, 

unwrapped toys can be placed there during normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 9 

am to 3 pm.  Thanks to the Marines for making the collection box available to us. 
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Lastly, the Chester County Secretaries in Government Association will meet via the “Zoom” 

online meeting platform on Tuesday, November 24, 2020. 

 

2. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  On tonight’s agenda, you’ll see that one item was to award 

a bid for diesel fuel; once again, we received no bids.  We can look at other consortiums and 

organizations to see if we can join in on their fuel suppliers.   

 

Mike Reinert and I have worked on revising the On-Lot Sewage Management ordinance which 

will be discussed at the December workshop.  The Board had last discussed a draft ordinance 6 

or more years ago when the PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) first requires an 

ordinance which they later retracted.  DEP will review the draft together with other documents 

being prepared to finalize the Township’s Act 537 Sewer Service Plan, which I hope will be 

early next year. 

 

3. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  no one was present from the LPC.  Steve Landes stated 

next week’s meeting may be cancelled due to the lack of any business for the LPC.  Also, the 

LPC has cancelled the annual Farmer’s Breakfast due to the COVID-19 restrictions on 

gatherings.   

 

4. Recreation and Parks Board:  Steve Landes stated that the Park & Rec Board will meet next 

week with a full agenda.  The Board of Supervisors will conduct a Public Hearing about the 

Comprehensive Recreation, Parks, Open Space and Greenways Plan during their regular 

meeting on December 9th.  Also the Township is working to finalize a grant agreement with the 

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources who awarded the Township a $225,000 

grant to assist with the Phase 1 renovations to James A Umble Memorial Park.  . 

 

5. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert stated that there will be a meeting tomorrow night.  

On the agenda is a Keystone Court sketch plan and two Zoning Hearing Board applications.  

One is for a Limited-Impact Home Occupation, and the other is for a redevelopment project for 

24 townhomes where the Maple Inn is located.  The Honey Brook Township Recreation & 

Parks comprehensive plan as well as West Brandywine Township’s will be discussed. 

 

 

Open Forum 

Sheri Zynn, Fieldstone Road, stated her concerns which are shared by many others about the 

decision to combine the two voting districts into one located in the Township Building for the 

November 3rd election.  If it is unsafe to have the Farmer’s Breakfast, why were crowded conditions 

permitted for voting in the Township Building on Election Day?  The wait in line was 3 to 5 hours 

at one point and that’s not acceptable. 

 

During considerable discussion, other possible polling places such as the Elementary School, Lions 

Club building, Living Church of God and the club house in Knob Hill were suggested. It was noted 

that Chester County Voter Services was responsibility for combining the polling places.  John 

McHugh noted that there was a problem years ago that were never been addressed and suggested 

that the Democrat and Republican Committee people help address the problem with Voter Services.   
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Sam Fisher, Vine Street, stated that he helps get the Amish to and from the polls and that they can’t 

wait in line for three to four hours to vote because Tuesdays are wedding days.  He questioned why 

the Township didn’t take legal action against the County to correct the situation in advance. He also 

felt that the flow in and out of the building could have been better. 

 

 

Bill Ford, James Street, expressed his thanks to the Township for changing the traffic pattern on 

Suplee road on Election Day which helped greatly.  He also thanks the volunteers from the Fire 

Police together with Don Johnson and staff on the Roads Crew who helped with traffic control 

throughout the 13-hour day. 

 

Travis Stacey stated that the Fire Police and Roads Crew did a heck of a job. 

 

 

New Business  

1. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 2021 Preliminary 

Budget for all Funds and direct the Manager to make the Budget available for public inspection.  

All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

2. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried.     

 

3. David King Minor Land Development Plan, 1063 Twin County Road, Tax Parcel # 22-3-50.   

 

Steve Landes stated that John Williamson from Team Ag was present along with the applicant, 

David King.  John Williamson stated that Mr. King is proposing to build a poultry barn on his 

property.  The PC recommended the approval for two waivers and for conditional final plan 

approval of minor land development plan.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that the review letter dated October 14 was included in the Board packets.  This 

project had been approved for a variance a few months back.     

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant: 

a. The following two waivers, provided that a formal stake-out of the building location is done: 

 Section 22-502.1.B.(2)(e) to allow a deed plot to be used, and 

 Section 22-503.1.B.(4) & 22-621 to not require monuments to be placed at property 

corners; and 

b. Conditional Final Plan approval to the David King Minor Land Development Plan provided 

they comply with all requirements in the Technicon letter dated October 14, 2020. 

 

All in favor.  Motions carried. 

 

4. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to enact an amendment to the 

Junkyard ordinance, Ordinance #207-2020, that will make both the property owner and the 

business operator responsible to comply with Township regulations.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 
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5. Motion to (adopt / not adopt) a resolution to implement the Fire Fund and EMS Fund 

Accountability Requirements.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to table this motion.  All in favor. 

 

6. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to award the bid for snow and ice 

removal to the low bidder, Wills Property Maintenance, LLC, who will supply a dump truck 

with plow and cinder spreader with operator at $150.00 / hour and also a skid loader with a 

snow blower and bucket with operator at $120.00 / hour.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Steve Landes stated that Wills Property Maintenance, LLC has been the low bidder for the prior 

four years.  His performance had been very good. 

 

7. Motion to (award / not award) the bid for 2021 diesel fuel needed by the Public Works 

Department to the low bidder.   

 

Steve Landes stated that there were no bids submitted and asked the Board to allow him the 

option to either rebid or to find a joint contract with a consortium and report back to the Board 

in December.   

 

Travis Stacey asked why nobody had bid on it.  Steve Landes stated that bidders may not feel 

that the annual 7,000 gallons per year is enough to go through the bid process.   

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to direct the Township Manager to 

find a joint contract for diesel fuel or rebid the project.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

8. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to authorize the Manager to advertise 

the Township’s intent to enter into an agreement with Barbacane Thornton & Company to 

complete the Township’s 2020 Audit.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

9. Motion to (approve / not approve) a financial security release recommended by Technicon for 

Popular Realty / Chestnut Ridge, Chestnut Tree and Grieson Roads in the amount of $8,950.00 

for completion of required site improvements.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that the majority of this release is for sidewalk along the entrance road to 

the development and in front of the newly-developed properties. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the financial security 

release.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Other Business 

a. John McHugh stated that a person reached out to the Township representing PA Futures for 

a data centralization project.  He wants to demonstrate if municipalities have interest in the 

project in order to go to investors for program funding.  The Manager will follow-up and 

report to the Board.  

 

b. John McHugh stated that tomorrow evening at 5:00 pm, the Chester County Association of 

Township Officials will hold a meeting virtually. 
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Open Forum 

Al Beiler, Beaver Dam Road, stated that this might be a good time to reach out to Republicans to 

get vacant Committee positions filled.   

 

John McHugh stated that committee people need a minimum of 10 signatures to petition to be on 

the ballot for primary. 

 

Al Beiler stated that I don’t think there would be a problem getting 10 people to sign [a petition]. 

 

 

John McHugh thanked everyone for their attendance.  The intent of remembering our veterans is not 

so much a ceremony as in the past, but just to take a moment to show appreciation.  If there’s 

anyone we need to add on the list, please let us know.  Of note also is that yesterday was the Marine 

Corps birthday.   

 

 

Adjourn 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in 

favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee 

Road beginning at 7:00 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change 

  

Nov 12 Planning Commission 

Nov 17 Land Preservation Committee – may be canceled 

Nov 19 Recreation and Parks Board 

Dec 2 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting 

Dec 9 Board of Supervisors Regular Business 

Dec 10 Planning Commission 


