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Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors Approved Minutes 

December 9, 2020  

 

Tracy Olsen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the pledge to the flag.  Also present were 

Supervisors John McHugh and Travis Stacey, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township 

Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Beth Kohl.  Several members of the public were 

also present either in person or via the “Zoom” online meeting platform. 

 

Announcement 
This meeting is being recorded and will be posted on social media. Due to the ongoing health 

concerns caused by COVID-19 this meeting is also being held electronically on Zoom.   

 

Special Recognition 

John McHugh stated that every year in December, the Board wishes to recognize people in the 

community.  This was a troubling year with many challenges.  We wanted to thank the following 

individuals and groups who provided extraordinary service to the community: 

 Bob Witters for his service on the Planning Commission, 

 Election Judges and all the people working the polls on Election Day,   

 Susan Rifkin, Township resident who worked for the Census, 

 Honey Brook Fire Company,  

 Bill Ford and the Honey Brook Fire Police,  

 Elverson Honey Brook EMS, 

 Honey Brook Food Pantry,  

 Honey Brook Public Works Staff, and 

 Residents of Honey Brook.   

 

John McHugh stated that everyone in the community did their part this year, and we’ll need their 

help in 2021 also.  Travis Stacey thanked everyone.  Tracy Olsen stated that everyone deserved the 

recognition. 

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the Certificates of thanks are posted on the Township website 

under the Board Meeting Agenda and Board Minutes for December 9, 2020. 

 

Consent Agenda:   Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the November 4 and 11, 2020 Meetings, 

2. Accept the Land Preservation Committee Minutes of November 17, 2020, 

3. Accept the November 2020 Financial Reports, 

4. Accept the November 2020 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon, 

5. Accept the November 2020 Manager’s Report, and 

6. Accept the November 2020 PA State Police Incident Reports. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director:  Steve Landes stated that the Public Works staff are still 

cleaning ditches out and preparing equipment for winter. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Honey Brook Community Partnership 

met on November 12.  The Deck the Brook details are posted on the Partnership and Township 

website; voting will open tomorrow and last through December 17 at hbpartnership.org.  

Winners in each of three categories will receive $100 cash:  Residential Door, Residential Yard, 

and Business.  The “Fan Favorite” will receive a gift basket of goodies with items donated by 

local businesses.   

 

Another event is being planned by the Partnership, something new and fun.  A “Name the 

Brook” contest will take place in early 2021.  Honey Brook is known as the “Headwaters of the 

Brandywine,” with several streams that feed into either the West or East Branch of the 

Brandywine Creek.   There is only one other stream that is named—Two Log Run, in the 

southern part of the Township.  One stream originates in Honey Brook Borough and flows into 

the Township, known as “Unnamed Tributary #4 to an Unnamed Tributary of the West Branch 

of the Brandywine,” and this is the stream that the Partnership seeks to name.  Most of 

Pennsylvania’s streams are unnamed.  A contest of this nature would certainly engage the 

public.  Even better, this type of activity would count as public education and outreach for our 

MS4 permit.  The committee of four, including representatives from the Borough and 

Township, will be fleshing out the details in the coming months, so stay tuned for details. 

 

The Christmas in Honey Brook shopping event will be this Friday, December 11.  All details are 

on the Partnership website. 

 

The make-up date for the Municipal Update Luncheon of the Western Chester County Chamber 

of Commerce was Nov. 20, 2020.  I fully intended to go, but two hours before I was due to 

leave I needed to quarantine due to a Covid-19 exposure.  I e-mailed the items I would have 

mentioned had I been there.  They were a summary of current land and anticipated land 

development projects, the 439 acres of farmland in the queue for preservation, and the Park and 

Rec Board activities--the Vision Partnership Program grant for the Icedale Trail Feasibility 

Study and the DCNR grant for Phase 1 of the James A. Umble Memorial Park improvements. 

 

Conference materials for the PSATS convention April 18-21 have been received at the office.  

Board members may pick their information up.  John’s registration from last year will carry 

over and I will be rebooking the accommodations in January.  On a related note – Louise 

Wennberg and I will be presenting a workshop again this year, “Implementing a Logical 

Addressing Scheme for New Construction:  Get it Right from the Start.”  Day and time are 

TBA. 

 

It is wonderful to see that our donation box in the Administration Building lobby for Toys for 

Tots is overflowing with goodies.  If anyone else would like to donate, the deadline is Friday at 

3 pm.  I will then deliver everything to the Toys for Tots warehouse in Exton. 

 

Lastly, please be advised that the Township Offices will be closed on Friday, December 25, 

2020 and Friday, January 1, 2021 in observance of Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 
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3. Steven Landes, Township Manager: We were scheduled to have a recommendation for the 

awarding of diesel fuel bids for the Public Works department.  For the third time, we received 

no bids.  After a conversation with our solicitor, I learned that we may now go to the open 

market to buy fuel.  I contacted the Berks County Intermediate Unit, since I know that they 

allow piggybacking onto their bidding process.  They’re putting their fuel bid documents 

together now for their fiscal year starting July 1, 2021 going through June 30, 2022.  The 

Township’s needs will be added to their bid process going forward at no cost 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  No one was present from the committee.  Steve Landes 

stated that the LPC did not meet this past month because there was no business on the agenda.  

Their next meeting is in January.  There will not be a morning meeting because the Farmer’s 

Breakfast is canceled due to Covid-19.  The regular meeting time of 7:00 pm will be observed 

instead. 

 

5. Recreation and Parks Board:  Some Board members were present via Zoom.  Steve Landes 

stated that tonight we’re having the public hearing about the Recreation, Parks, Open Space and 

Greenway Comp Plan.  It finalizes two years of effort by the Recreation and Park who were 

joined by a member of the Planning Commission, and representatives from the School District, 

Honey Brook Library, Honey Brook Community Partnership and business.  It’s a job well done.  

Everyone can go on Township website and find the Plan. 

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that Raised Bed Garden Program Partner Garden Agreement for 

2021 had already been returned to the Chester County Food Bank.  We’re already planning 

ahead for growing season.   

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Michael Reinert stated that there is one item for the Planning 

Commission which is a special exception and variance application to the Zoning Hearing Board.  

Because there is no other business and the Planning Commission is not required to review this 

application the December meeting is cancelled. The next meeting will be in January on the 4th 

Thursday for reorganization and regular business. 

 

Public Hearing:  Comprehensive Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenways Plan.   

The meeting was turned over to solicitor Beth Kohl.  The hearing was opened at 7:17 pm. 

 

Beth Kohl stated that this plan will serve as a supplement to the Multi-Municipal Comprehensive 

Plan.  This hearing was advertised on 11/24 and 12/1/2020.  We will now hear a presentation from 

Heather Cuyler from Pashek +MTR, who served as consultant for the plan. 

 

Heather Cuyler stated that this project was partially funded through the Department of Conservation 

and Natural Resources (DCNR), and it included interviews, public meetings, and a survey.  The 

steering committee did a great job.  There is a diverse population that made it a little difficult to get 

to everyone, but we got it done.  The Committee came up with six goals that align with the 

Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.  

 

The draft document was provided to DCNR, the Township and Chester County Planning 

Commissions, the Twin Valley School District, Honey Brook Borough and all other municipalities 

bordering the Township for review and comment.  
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The Plan is designed to be a policy guide for the Township for the next 5-10 years. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the audience.  The Hearing was closed at 7:21 pm. 

   

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 19-2020 to approve the 

Plan and make it a part of the Honey Brook Township and Borough Multi-Municipal 

Comprehensive Plan.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Open Forum 

None. 

 

New Business  

1. 2021 Budget for all Funds:  John McHugh stated he would not approve the budget for a few 

reasons.  Steve has been here for a few years and shouldn’t have a year-to-year contract.  The Board 

should step up on some of the things he’s handling. 

 

John McHugh stated that the line item for the Manager’s salary should be determined by the 

Board and proposed by Steve.   

 

Steve Landes stated that the Board can address the compensation for the Manager at any time 

however the final Budget must be adopted no later than December 31 of this year as required in 

the Second Class Township Code.  

 

John McHugh stated that he appreciated that the timing of budget approval was critical. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen to approve the 2021 Budget for all Funds.  

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. 2021 Real Estate tax rate: 

a. General Purpose  .7 mills 

b. Fire   .5 mills 

c. Ambulance – EMS .15 mills 

 

Steve Landes stated that this is the same tax rate that was approved for 2020. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 20-2020 to set the 

2021 real estate tax rate as noted above.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. 2021 Fee Schedule:  Steve Landes stated that the schedule contains all fees levied by the Township 

including such things as building permits, subdivision and land development applications, licenses 

and other permits.  There is no change proposed from the 2020 schedule. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 21-2020 that 

establishes fees and charges effective January 1, 2021.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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4. Lanchester Landfill (Tax Parcel Number 22-3-6-E) waiver requests:  Mike Reinert stated 

that the applicant had two people present, Daniel Wright and Bob Watts.  Two waivers are 

being sought:  1) a waiver from land development and 2) a waiver from stormwater planning.   

 

Bob Watts stated the project is a proposed drop-off recycling facility.  We’ve been collecting 

electronics for a number of years, one of the few in the county that does.  We support the six 

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection events around the county for paint and 

hazardous waste.  This year we only had three events instead of six, so this highlighted need for 

this type of facility.  At this point, if someone asks how to dispose of HHW, we would tell them 

they have to wait until May.  The contractor we have been working with doesn’t like that that 

we don’t have a building covering the electronics from the weather.  We looked to our 

neighbors in Lancaster County for how they collect these items.  We would like to start 

collecting on a limited basis (Saturdays).  Electronics are big; we usually fill two box trucks a 

week with mostly televisions and some computers.  The building is planned to be close to the 

scale house and composting area.  We have a beginning design and are working on stormwater 

now. 

 

Daniel Wright described the stormwater controls being proposed.  He stated that gravel and 

cobblestones are at the bottom of an infiltration bed.  We coordinated with Technicon, who 

agreed this approach. 

 

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive, asked what is the best way to dispose of computers so that 

information cannot be retrieved from the hard drive.   

 

Bob Watts stated that their contractor has signed a contract stated that the hard drives will be 

erased/destroyed.  We’ve worked with this same contractor for at least 10 year and have not had 

any issues with data breach.  Their facility is a “disassembly” line.   

 

John McHugh stated that a best practice is to remove the hard drive. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to grant the request from the Lanchester 

Landfill to waive the requirements for land development and for stormwater planning for their 

proposed recycling facility that will handle household hazardous waste and electronics on the 

existing landfill property.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Honey Brook Golf Club (TPNs 22-7-91 and 22-7-92) land development waiver request:  

Mike Reinert stated that Peter Piersol, and Donna Horvath from the Golf Club were present.  

They want to expand their outside seating area.  Because it’s a non-residential structure, the 

project falls under land development.   

 

Chris Beiler stated that they are asking for up to a 25’x75’ patio expansion.  The expanded patio 

design will be over a current cart path so there will only be a slight expansion of impervious 

area. 

 

John McHugh asked what the time line is for completion.  Chris Beiler stated that they hope to 

have the added space ready before the busy part of the golf season. 
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Mike Reinert stated that there will be no impacts on sewer, water, or traffic.  There is not the 

need for increased stormwater controls above what is already in place.  

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to grant the request from the Honey 

Brook Golf Club, 1422 Cambridge Road to waive the requirement for land development for 

their maximum 25 x 75 foot proposed addition to the existing outdoor dining area.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

6. Mike Reilly and JT and  MR Properties LLC Special Exception application #2020-8, 3125 

Horseshoe Pike (currently Maple Inn; 22-8-1.4):Mike Reinert stated that Technicon completed a 

zoning review of the proposed project that confirmed special exception approval is needed from the 

Zoning Hearing Board.  The Planning Commission recommended that the Supervisor take the 

position of support for the Special Exception application. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to take a position of support for the special 

exception application #2020-8 for Mike Reilly and JT and MR Properties LLC to allow the existing 

Maple Inn property to be redeveloped into a multi-family development containing 24 townhouses.  

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Jonas G. Stoltzfus variance application #2020-9, 155 Mount Pleasant Rd (22-6-54):  Mike 

Reinert stated that this application was recently submitted request recently. This is a Rural 

Occupation proposed to be in a larger building than allowed for on a 13-acre lot (6,000 s.f. instead 

of 4.000) with seven non-family employees instead of the allowable four.  The applicant, Jonas 

Stoltzfus, was present. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to take a position of support for variance 

application #2020-9 for Jonas G. Stoltzfus to allow for the construction of an accessory structure to 

house a 6,000 s.f. Rural Occupation with seven non-family employees on 1.5 acres of coverage on a 

13-acre property in the A-Agricultural zoning district.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 22-2020 that 

establishes compensation rates for Township employees.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that there was an average raise of 3%. 

 

9. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the professional services 

proposal submitted by YSM Landscape Architects to provide the services needed to prepare 

specifications and manage construction for the Phase I James A. Umble Memorial Park project. 

During discussion it was noted that this project included the reduction of parking in the existing lot, 

construction of a basketball court and skate park between the ballfields and Suplee Road, 

installation of a drainage system under the children’s play area next to the pavilion and new 

plantings to protect area wetlands. All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the payment of all invoices 

prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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11. Performance bond waiver request by Wills Property Maintenance:  Steve Landes reported 

that Wills Property Maintenance requested that the Township waive the 10% Performance Bond 

of $2,200 because of their excellent record of performance and the difficult economic times 

caused by COVID-19.  Steve Landes stated that the Township is not at financial risk by waiving 

the bond requirement. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to waive the Performance Bond 

requirement for Wills Property Maintenance who was awarded the Snow and Ice Removal Contract.    

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

12. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 18-2020 authorizing 

the submission of a revision of the Township’s Sewage Facilities Plan as described in the Honey 

Brook Estates (22-7-49.1E) Sewer Planning Module to the PA Department of Environmental 

Protection for approval.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

13. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the following  financial security 

releases recommended by Technicon for:    

a. NCCMA Cupola Pump Station for a full release in the amount of $144,648.90 for site 

improvements, and 

b. NCCMA Minor Land Development for a final release in the amount of $1,545.03 for site 

improvements. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Open Forum 

John McHugh stated that he’d also like to acknowledge the Honey Brook Community Partnership 

for what they have done throughout the years to help our community. 

 

Adjourn 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee 

Road beginning at 7:00 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change 

Dec. 10 Planning Commission - CANCELED 

Jan. 4, 2021 Board of Supervisors Re-organization and Regular Meeting  

Jan. 11 Zoning Hearing Board - #2020-8 (Reilly) and 2020-9 (Stoltzfus) (7:30 pm) 

Jan. 19 Land Preservation Committee* 

Jan. 21 Recreation and Parks Board 

Jan. 28 Planning Commission  

Feb 3 Board of Supervisors Workshop 

Feb 10  Board of Supervisors Meeting  
*Special Note: The annual Farmers Breakfast that would have been held on January 19 has been cancelled due to COVID-19.  

 


