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The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Chairman Travis Stacey with the pledge to the 

flag.  Also present were Supervisors John McHugh and Tracy Olsen, Township Manager Steve 

Landes, Township Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman.   

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2012-2, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was 

live-streaming the meeting. 

 

Travis Stacey announced that the Board of Supervisors met in Executive Session prior to 

tonight’s meeting to discuss matters that may result in litigation. 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the January 7, 2019 Reorganization and 

Regular Business Meeting.  

2. Accept the Parks and Recreation Board Minutes of January 10, 2019 

3. Accept the Planning Commission minutes of January 24, 2019 

4. Accept the Land Preservation Committee Minutes of January 15, 2019 

5. Accept the January 2019 Township Manager’s Report 

6. Accept the January 2019 Financial Report. 

7. Accept the January 2019 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

8. Accept the January 2019 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Department Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Director of Public Works:  Don Johnson was not in attendance.  Steve Landes 

stated that the Roads Crew was out on the roads for many, many hours this week for snow 

and ice removal.  A new employee, Jeffrey Paulson, who is a Township resident, started 

work on February 8th bringing the total crew back up to four, including Don.   

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  Due to weather, the Honey Brook 

Community Partnership meeting scheduled for yesterday was rescheduled to next Tuesday. 

 

Last Thursday, the Chester County Conservation District (CCCD) held its annual Manure 

Management workshop here, with four farmers in attendance.  They typically hold three or 

four of these workshops a year and always enjoy our venue. 

 

The Chester County Health Department and Chester County Hospital are hosting a Town 

Meeting next Wednesday, February 20, at 7:00 pm at the Honey Brook Presbyterian Church, 

4331 Horseshoe Pike in the Borough, to assess the community’s health needs.  Information is 

on the Township website. 

 

A neighbor of the farmer whose barn burned overnight was in touch with our office first 

thing this morning.  Technicon issued the demolition and Ag building permits this afternoon, 

and they were picked up and paid for prior to close of business today. 
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3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  The Township Solicitor and Engineer and I are working 

on several ordinances—an update to the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 

(SALDO), a new sewage maintenance, and Zoning amendments.  Due to comments received 

from the Chester County Planning Commission (CCPC) and the Township Planning 

Commission for the Zoning amendments, the Staff will prepare changes and also add other 

amendments before the revised ordinance is sent out for review followed by the Board’s 

public hearing and consideration of enactment.  The hearing that was scheduled for tonight 

has been pulled from the agenda for that reason.   

 

Members of the Honey Brook Community Library Board of Trustees are going to be 

attending the Board workshop next month to share their plans for their capital campaign for 

their proposed expansion. 

 

We received notice about the French & Pickering Creek Trust’s Iron Bike Tour scheduled for 

Sunday, June 9.  There are seven courses ranging in length from 11 miles to 100 miles.  

Some of those go through the Township.  The tours begin and end at the Kimberton Fire 

Company; hours will be 7 am to 5 pm. 

 

The Land Preservation Committee will present their annual report to the Board of 

Supervisors at their next regular meeting on March 19 at 7 p.m. 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  Shane Hadden was present from the LPC.  In January 

the LPC had a quick organizational meeting followed by the annual farmers breakfast which 

was well attended.   Chip Jones will serve as Chairman and I’ll be the Vice-Chair.  Interest in 

the land preservation program remains high.  The Township has averaged preserving about 

400 acres a year for the last 10 years.   

 

5. Parks and Recreation Board (Park & Rec):  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the Park & Rec 

Board has chosen April 27 for its Great American Clean Up Day; details to come.  The 

Summer Camp will continue, this year for grades K-5.  We hope to have this information 

very soon.  The agreement for the Raised Bed Garden has been submitted to the Chester 

County Food Bank; the seedling order is due next week. 

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert acknowledged Terry Schmidt and Bob Witters of 

the PC who were in attendance at the meeting.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that at the upcoming PC meeting, the Poplar Realty plan will be 

reviewed and the Mobile Realty 3 applications for conditional use and two variances.  There 

is also another plan requesting deferral, since the property is partially in Township but mostly 

in the Borough. 

 

Bob Witters stated that at the last PC meeting, we talked about the definition of a beer barrel 

(due to the zoning ordinance update being proposed).  There is mention of a 5,000-barrel 

maximum of beer but there is no definition of a barrel in the proposed ordinance.  Officially a 

beer barrel is 31 gallons which the Supervisors should consider adding to the zoning 

amendment.  
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Open Forum 

1. Troy Stacey, Gooseberry Lane, requested help from the Board to certify to the Chester 

County Health Department (CCHD) that there was a mobile home on the property that Tim 

White bought at 200 Gooseberry Lane within the last year.  If the CCHD receives a letter 

from the Township then the system could be certified but without it, he would have to go 

through perc testing and so forth. 

 

Technicon states that the Township is not aware there was a home on the property. Troy 

stated that he has the 2019 tax bill that says there is 7 acres with a single wide trailer on the 

property.  What I’m requesting is that the Supervisors agree that the tax bill is proof that 

there was a trailer on the property so that the existing sewer system can be used without 

starting over. A new sand mound can cost more than $40,000.  

 

Chris Hartman stated that the Township often uses old satellite data to view improvements on 

a property. If a trailer was there in recent history, then staff should be able to identify the 

structure.  We’re going to presume that the Assessor was correct, but I wouldn’t take just 

that.  I would combine that evidence with something else.   

 

Chris Hartman stated that ultimately, it’s the County’s decision if the system is acceptable.  

But if they are saying to you that you need this proof, if the Board needs to do research to see 

if there was a trailer there, then a letter could be issued.  I think it is a reasonable request, but 

it’s up to the Board to direct the staff to issue such a letter. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to direct staff to research the history 

of the parcel for evidence of a trailer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Terry Schmidt stated that he had been told by Joe Fenstermacher that the Township Engineer 

was not turning in permits but keeping them at his home in the 1990s.    

 

Mike Reinert stated that for the record, Technicon was not the engineer for the Township at 

that time.   

 

New Business 

1. Amos Kauffman Minor Land Development Plan #2018-6 (Tax Parcel Number 22-9-28): 

 

Tom Tran of Commonwealth Engineers was present on behalf of the applicant.  The plan was 

displayed on the screen.  The plan is for a subdivision of land, with one parcel to contain a 

new school building, driveway, and play area.  The applicant will have no problem 

addressing the issues in the latest engineer’s letter of January 19. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that the PC did make a recommendation of conditional plan approval at 

their last meeting. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to grant conditional final plan approval 

provided the applicant satisfies all comments in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated 

January 19, 2019.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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2. Edge of the Brook Minor Subdivision Plan #2018-2 (TPNs 12-4-3, 12-4-3.1, 12-4-13.18, 12-4-

3.19, & 22-7-65): 

 

Bill Cudjik of Inland Design was present on behalf of the applicant.  The plan will reconfigure lot 

lines so that the dwelling & accessory buildings can be sold.  No development is proposed but the 

farm would remain.  Open space will be combined with the basin area, residential lot, and open 

lot.  The applicant has no issue addressing the comments in the engineer’s letter dated January 14, 

2019. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that there were several parcels involved, but only one is in the Township 

which is what was reviewed.  In sequence, the Township would act first and then the applicant 

would seek approval from the Borough.  The PC also recommended conditional final approval of 

this plan. 

 

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to grant conditional final plan approval 

provided the applicant satisfies all comments in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated 

January 14, 2019.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Smucker Fencing Minor Land Development Plan #2019-1 (22-3-11.1): 

 

John Pogue with Land Vision was present on behalf of the applicant.  This is the location of the 

Northwestern Chester County Municipality Authority (NCCMA) office and former Wiggins 

Tags on Horseshoe Pike, next to September Farm.  The applicant obtained variance approval 

from the Zoning Hearing Board for the front and side-yard setbacks.  Wetlands & floodplain 

takes up half of the site.  The existing house will be the office for the business.  New buildings 

will be for materials and equipment storage.  The existing parking lot will be kept and new 

pavement will be added for movement of vehicles.  The number of employees will be just a few 

more than what is the current use.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that the PC did recommend approval but requested that the applicant get an 

additional waiver to a variance in the swales—a 0.7 instead of 1-foot swale and a 0.2 instead of 

1-foot freeboard.  The PC did not give a recommendation on the additional waiver; our office has 

no objection to either of those.   

 

a. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant a waiver of the freeboard 

requirement (Section 20-311.3) of the Honey Brook Township Stormwater Management 

Ordinance for the proposed swales.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

b. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to grant conditional final plan 

approval provided the applicant satisfies all comments in the Township Engineer’s review 

letter dated January 18, 2019.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to accept the time extension granted 

by Mobile Realty 3, LLC (22-8-81), in a February 12, 2019 letter allowing the Township 

until April 10, 2019 to commence the conditional use hearing.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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5. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to authorize the Solicitor to 

advertise a public hearing to be held during the Board of Supervisors April 10, 2019 meeting 

at 7 p.m. for the conditional use application submitted by Mobile Realty 3, LLC (22-8-81), to 

expand the existing Mobile Home Park use at 2232 Horseshoe Pike.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

6. Waiver requests submitted by the Honeybrook Estates developer (22-7-49.1E). 

 

Mike Reinert described a number of waivers requested by the Honeybrook Estates developer.  

Following discussion, Tracy Olsen made a motion to take the action listed below on waivers 

requested by the Honeybrook Estates developer, seconded by John McHugh.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

a. Waiver from Sec. 22-606, to allow single access street exceeding 800 feet in 

length; 

b. Waiver from Sec. 22-615.1.C., to allow certain driveways to contain slope in 

excess of 4% within the legal right-of-way (RoW) of the intersecting street or for 

a distance of 25 feet from the edge of the cartway, whichever is greater; 

c. Waiver from Sec. 22-629.5, to accept landscaping shown on latest revised plan;  
d. Waiver from Sec. 22-629.7, to not require a corridor management plan within the 

Riparian Corridor Conservation overlay district;  
e. Waiver from Sec. 20-311.3.A(a)[1], to allow all storm sewer piping within the 

public street RoW to be smooth lined corrugated plastic pipe (SLCPP) in lieu of 

reinforced concrete pipe (RCP);  

f. Waiver from Sec. 20-311.3.A(d)[1 & 3], to modify swale centerline slope & 

freeboard requirements as shown on latest revised plan; 
g. Partial waiver from Sec. 22-618, to not require sidewalks throughout the proposed 

development, but instead to required sidewalks only along the frontage of interior 

lots #25-37;  

h. Partial waiver from Sec. 22-625, to not require recreational facilities within the 

open space areas per the listed table, but instead to require a fee-in-lieu; and 

i. Denial of the waiver request from Sec. 22-619.2 for use of vertical curbing with a 

reveal of 6 inches (instead of 8 inches). 
 

 

7. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adopt the Land Preservation Plan 

Update as recommended by the Land Preservation Committee during their September 25, 

2018 meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to extend the Fuel contract with 

Reilly and Sons to December 31, 2019 under the same terms and pricing as the original 

contract.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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10. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to defer the plan review and 

processing of the Jerry and Linda Isch annexation plan (12-3-2.1) to Honey Brook Borough.  

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

11. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve Resolution #2019-4 

authorizing the disposal of certain records according to the guidance in the PA Municipal 

Records Manual.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

12. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to appoint Catherine Goetz to a 

three-year term ending February 28, 2021 as a Township representative on the Honey Brook 

Community Library Board.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

13. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve a financial security 

release recommended by Technicon for Elam Stoltzfus, 6360 Emery Road (22-6-3) in the 

amount of $18,029.35 for a Storm Water Maintenance Plan improvement.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

Open Forum 

1. John McHugh reported that he spoke to David Shenk about holding the Veterans Ceremony 

for 2019 again at Tel Hai.  Bob Witters will get together with John to discuss the program. 

 

2.   John McHugh reported that the Western Chester County will conduct their next meeting 

here on February 27th at 7 p.m. 

 

3. Tracy Olsen thanked Travis Stacey and Steve Landes for going out to visit the barn fire site 

today.  

 

Adjourn 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Honey Brook Township Municipal Building 

beginning at 7 pm unless otherwise indicated.  Dates and times are subject to change. 

Feb 14 Trail Study Committee (CANCELLED) 

Feb 21  Parks and Recreation Board (7:30 pm) 

Feb 28  Planning Commission 

Mar 7  Supervisors Workshop 

Mar 13  Supervisors Regular Meeting  

Mar 14  Trail Study Committee 

Mar 18  Zoning Hearing Board application #2018-10, Mobile Realty 3, LLC (7:30 pm) 

Mar 19  Land Preservation Committee: Annual Report to the Board of Supervisors 

Mar 21  Comprehensive Recreation Plan Study Committee (6:30 pm) 


