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The Regular Meeting of the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 

7:04 pm by Chairman Travis Stacey with the pledge to the flag.  Also present were Supervisors 

Tracy Olsen and John McHugh, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township Engineer Mike 

Reinert and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman. 

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was 

videotaping and livestreaming the meeting. 

 

Travis Stacey reported that an Executive Session was held prior to meeting to discuss potential 

litigation. 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the May 1 Workshop and May 8, 2019 Regular 

Business Meeting.  

2. Accept the Trail Committee Minutes of May 9, 2019 

3. Accept the Parks and Recreation Board Minutes of May 9, 2019 

4. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of May 23, 2019 

5. Accept the May 2019 Township Manager’s Report 

6. Accept the May 2019 Financial Report. 

7. Accept the May 2019 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

8. Accept the May 2019 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Director of Public Works:  The Roads Crew has finished the spot patching, and 

we’re about done cleaning out ditches.  The sealcoating should be completed either by the 

end of month or the beginning of next month.  Some of the roads aren’t being mowed 

recently because our new boom mower delivery has been delayed. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Honey Brook Community Partnership 

met yesterday morning.  A mailing will go out to over 200 area businesses announcing the 

sponsorship opportunities available for the Harmony Day Health Fair September 21 and the 

Country Fair being held September 11-14.  This list was compiled with information from 

both the Township and Honey Brook Borough, and was part of the information that was 

submitted to our vendor for the Community Map update due out next year.  Two graduating 

seniors from Twin Valley High School were awarded scholarships by the Partnership. 

 

I’ve posted information on the Township website about the “Return on Environment” study 

that was announced at the Open Space Summit on May 2nd by the Chester County 

Commissioners.  The study highlights the economic, environmental, and public health 

benefits of open space preservation.  For instance, housing values for properties within a ½ 

mile of preserved land typically increase in value by about 4% in rural communities such as 
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Honey Brook Township.  The Cost of Community Services (COCS) studies concluded that 

for every dollar collected in taxes, residential properties cost Honey Brook Township $1.06 

in services, versus $0.06 for farmland and open space. 

 

3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  item #4 on tonight’s agenda requests action by the 

Board on a resolution to convert an existing stormwater swale to a bioswale in the Evergreen 

Ridge development.  Residents recently alerted us that the existing stormwater system in 

Evergreen Ridge was no longer functioning as designed.  The engineers agree the swale is 

not functioning and they pointed out that the area was previously designated as a location for 

a pollutant-reducing projects under MS4.  Rather than require the homeowners to repair the 

existing problem, the Resolution approves funding to complete the bioswale this year rather 

than a year or two from now and complete a project for our MS4 permit. 

Items #5 & #6 are some housekeeping items.  Item #5, is adoption of the current version of 

the property maintenance code.  Item #6 is the updating of the Supervisors Resolution that 

the Township will following the new rules under the PA Records Disposal Manual made in 

2019.   

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive, asked what agency required the bioswale. 

Steve Landes replied that the federal government requires that pollutants be mitigated and the 

requirement is addressed by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection under 

the MS4 permit which is an unfunded mandate. 

4. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  Chip Jones stated that due to storms through the area, 

the May 28 meeting was canceled.  The next meeting is July 16, when the Committee will 

discuss four parcels for preservation. 

 

5. Parks and Recreation Board:  Kristy Deischer-Eddy reported that 9 or 10 people come out for 

the Tuesday and Thursday pickleball nights so far, a wonderful response.   

Spots still remain in the half-day summer camp; registration ends Friday and the camp starts 

next week. 

Not many people realize this, but the Coatesville Area Senior Center serves Honey Brook 

Township, and they send us information about their activities.  One fun item coming up is on 

Saturday, June 29.  The Brandywine Base Ball Club will give a presentation from 10:30 am – 

2:00 pm.  This club is modeled after the 19th Century style of Base Ball.  They will have 

authentic period uniforms & equipment and will explain the rules and historic customs of that 

time.  It should be an interesting event. 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert stated that at this month’s meeting the PC will 

discuss a land development plan and a variance application.   

Bob Witters stated that the PC talked about the Fisher subdivision at the last meeting and two 

variance applications. 



Honey Brook Township  

Board of Supervisors 

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 Approved Meeting Minutes 

 

Page 3 of 4 

 

Mike Reinert stated that the Fisher subdivision will likely be coming back next month, and 

the variance applications will be discussed later tonight. 

 

Open Forum 

Walter Miller, Dawn Lane, thanked the Board and Don Johnson for putting the gate up at Umble 

park.   

 

Tracy Olsen [with permission of Mr. Miller] stated that there was a tragic incident behind the 

park and Mr. Miller requested that a gate be installed on the west end of the park so he could 

visit the site.  Now the neighbor who owns land Mr. Miller must cross has informed him he is 

not permitted to trespass.  

 

New Business 

1. Daniel Blank Variance application 2019-3:  The applicant was present.  Mike Reinert stated that 

this application is for a variance to allow a 5,000 square foot principal rural occupation on eight 

acres.  The entire tract is 50 acres, but the tract is bisected by the Township border.  The acreage 

in Honey Brook does not allow the square footage he is looking for, which is the reason for the 

variance.  The PC had a position of support for the application. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh to support the application to the Zoning 

Hearing Board submitted by Daniel Blank seeking a variance to allow a 5,000 SF principal rural 

occupation building on 8 acres of land (Tax Parcel Numbers 22-6-17 & 22-6-18).  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

2. Steven Kauffman Variance application 2019-2:  The applicant was present.  Mike Reinert stated 

that the ordinance allows ECHOs of 1,000 square feet maximum.  The proposed ECHO is 1,232 

square feet.  Given the circumstances, the PC also gave a position of support for this application. 

 

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to support the application to the 

Zoning Hearing Board submitted by Steven Kauffman seeking a variance to allow a 1,232 SF 

Elder Cottage Housing Opportunity (ECHO) dwelling on his property at 979 Mill Road 

(TPN 22-6-23).  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

4. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 2019-11 to 

adjust the Capital Reserve Fund Budget to allocate $30,000 of the cash reserve to convert an 

existing swale into a bio-retention swale in the Evergreen Ridge Development.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

5. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh to enact Ordinance #2019-200 

updating the Property Maintenance Code to the current version.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 
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6. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adopt Resolution 2019-12 to 

follow the schedules and procedures for retention and disposition of records as set forth in 

the PA Municipal Records Manual as amended and approved in March 2019.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

7. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh to confirm the termination of Don 

Mertz, a public works employee, on May 14, 2019 for cause.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

8. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve a financial and 

maintenance security release recommended by Technicon for the Elmer Beiler Subdivision, 

2025 Compass Road (22-9-19.2) in the amount of $5,059.50 for site improvements.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Open Forum 

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive, asked if there were going to be restrictions about planting hemp in 

the Township.  It’s a new crop.   

 

Chris Hartman stated that one needs a state permit to grow hemp.  As far as the Township is 

concerned, it is an agricultural product and the Township has no enforcement authority of the 

States regulations. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that she saw the fields next to Tel Hai. 

 

 

Adjourn 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:26 pm.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Honey Brook Township Municipal Building 

beginning at 7 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change. 

June 13 Trail Committee 

June 20 Parks and Recreation Board - 7:30 p.m. 

June 27 Planning Commission 

July 1 Zoning Hearing Board - Daniel Blank and Steven Kauffman Variance 

applications at 7:30 p.m. 

July 3  Supervisors Workshop 

July 10  Supervisors Regular 


