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Call to Order 

Travis Stacey called the Honey Brook Township Board of Supervisors workshop meeting to order 

at 7 p.m. Also attending were Supervisors John McHugh and Tracy Olsen, and Steve Landes, 

Township Manager.  
 

1. Honey Brook Community Library Presentation:  Sara Huard, President of the Library Board of 

Trustees presented a preliminary draft library expansion plan and also information about the 

Library’s capital campaign with a goal of $600,000 to $700,000.  The project will double the 

size of the library. 

 

During discussion Sara noted that the Library is appreciative of the Township’s annual $20,000 

contribution and they are looking forward to the Township’s support for the Capital Campaign. 

She asked whether the library could use the Township Building for a meeting and also if the 

Township would help them submit a grant application for funding assistance under the State’s 

Keystone program.  The Board  

 

2. Open Forum 

a. Joshua Kittle from Village Green presented a verbal and written report from a private group 

referred to as the Community Relations Task Force.  As a matter of clarification, Steve 

Landes stated that this is not a Township appointed committee.  Membership in this private 

group was not disclosed and the meetings, which were held in the Township Building at no 

cost, were not open to the public and not publicly advertised.  Josh Kittle noted that meeting 

invitations were by word-of-mouth only.   

 

Joshua Kittle provided handouts with the group’s recommendations about a variety of topics 

and then read through the handout. 

 

b. There were no other people who requested to comment during the Open Forum. 

 

3. Board of Supervisors August 14, 2019 draft meeting agenda: The Manager reviewed the draft 

agenda with the Supervisors. 

 

4. Zoning Map Amendments Request: The Manager stated that Jeanne Sarmento, 3040 Horseshoe 

Pike (PIN# 22-8-77.2) attended the July regular Supervisors meeting to request that her property 

be returned to commercial zoning. The Sarmento property, which is next to Turkey Hill, was 

zoned commercial prior to the new September 2018 Zoning Update when it was changed to 

Mixed Used Residential.   

 

Following discussion, John McHugh made a motion to direct the Solicitor to submit the 

proposed zoning map amendment for review to the Chester County and Township Planning 

Commissions as required by the Municipalities Planning Code, seconded by Tracy Olsen and 

unanimously approved. 

 

5. Township Building Heat Pump Unit Replacement: Four price quotes were received to replace 

all three units that are 11 years old that are currently being reviewed by Paragon Engineers.  An 

insurance claim was filed because the compressors from all three units shorted out at the same 

time which may have been caused by a power surge during a storm. 
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6. Proposal to Prepare a Master Plan for James A. Umble Memorial Park:  YSM, Landscape 

Architects submitted a proposal at the Manager’s request to complete this plan.  The reason to 

prepare a master plan is to address a variety of existing issues in the park such as the location of 

the pavilion and adjacent play area in an unsuitable wet area along the stream, significant lack of 

parking, ADA accessibility, the need for rehabilitation to certain facilities and perhaps 

repurposing of others, just to name a few.   

 

The $16,600 total cost for this Master Plan project is now available in the Recreation Fund 

Account.  If approved, the project will begin in September and take six months to complete. 

If the planning project starts in September the Township will be ready to apply for matching 

funds from PA department of Conservation and Natural Resources for the park renovation at 

their annual application period in March or April.  If approved which is announced at the end of 

the year, the bid documents could be prepared and work started late summer or fall 2021. 

 

Following discussion, Travis Moved to accept the proposal of YSM, Landscape Architects to 

prepare a master plan for James A. Umble Memorial Park with funding from the Recreation 

Fund, Seconded by Tracy Olsen and unanimously approved. 

 

7. lcedale Trail Feasibility Study Proposal:  The Manager reported that the Trail Committee has 

been discussing a cooperative effort with West Brandywine Township to contract with 

Brandywine Conservancy to: 1) assist Honey Brook Township prepare and submit a Chester 

County Vision Partnership Program grant application during the next round in Sept / Oct for 

funding assistance to complete a Trail Feasibility Study; and 2) to have the Conservancy work 

as the consultant with representatives from both municipalities to complete the Study for a trail 

beginning at the Living God Lutheran Church, 3200 Horseshoe Pike and ending at the Icedale 

Park in West Brandywine.  The Township’s financial obligation for this $25,250 project will be 

$4,800. The County grant if approved will be $17,250 and West Brandywine $3,200.  The West 

Brandywine portion is lower that our share because a significant part of the work will be 

conducted in Honey Brook Township.  The Township’s share of this expense will be included in 

next year’s budget.   

 

If approved, the project would get underway the first or second quarter of 2020 and will take 

about 12 months to complete.   

 

The Manager recommended that the Township move forward with the grant application and 

contract with the Brandywine Conservancy to complete this study in cooperation with West 

Brandywine Township. 

 

John McHugh Moved to move forward with submission of a Chester County Vision Partnership 

Grant application being prepared with West Brandywine Township and the Brandywine 

Conservancy as defined in the Icedale Trail Feasibility Study Scope of Work, Seconded by 

Tracy Olsen and unanimously approved. 

 

8. Discuss the Earned Income Tax for land preservation: John Mc Hugh questioned whether the 

existing tax could be reduced and then an earned income tax for the Fire Company and EMS be 

enacted in a like amount to take its place.  The Manager is sure that the Township can enact real 

estate tax millage to make these contributions but will discus the idea of an EIT tax for this 

purpose. 
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9. Executive Session:  The Board temporarily adjourned the meeting at 9:35 PM for an Executive 

Session to discuss personnel issues.  The meeting reconvened at 9:40 PM. 

 

10. Public Works Employee Wages:  John McHugh moved to adopt a Resolution adjusting wages 

for the hourly public works employees, Seconded by Tracy Olsen and unanimously approved. 

 

11. Tracy Olsen moved to approve a security release for the Chestnut Ridge land development in 

the amount of $386,074.04 for water facilities, Seconded by John McHugh.  During discussion 

the Manager reported that this reduction by the Township is requested so that the financial 

security for this part of the work can be held by Aqua.  All in favor.  Motion approved. 

 

 

Adjourn. 

 

There being no further business to be brought before the Board the meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Steven C. Landes, Township Manager  


