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The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman Travis Stacey with the pledge to the 

flag.  Also present were Supervisor Tracy Olsen, Township Manager Steve Landes, Township 

Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman.  Supervisor John McHugh 

was present via Skype.   

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2012-2, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was 

recording and live-streaming the meeting. 

 

 

Presentation 

Kurtis Miller, Constituent Advocate from U.S. Representative Chrissy Houlihan’s Office 

attended the meeting on behalf of Chrissy Houlihan who is the U.S. Representative for 

Pennsylvania’s 6th district, includes southern Berks County and all of Chester County.  She has 

two offices:  one in West Chester at 709 East Gay Street, suite 4, and one in Reading’s City Hall 

on Washington Street.  Ms. Houlihan is available to assist the Township and residents with a 

wide variety of issues with the Federal government. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 

following consent agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the August 7 Workshop and August 14, 2019 

Regular Business Meeting.  

2. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of August 29, 2019. 

3. Accept the August 15, 2019 James A. Umble Memorial Park Master Plan Meeting Minutes. 

4. Accept the August 2019 Township Manager’s Report. 

5. Accept the August 2019 Financial Report. 

6. Accept the August 2019 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon. 

7. Accept the August 2019 PA State Police Report.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports  

Don Johnson, Director of Public Works:  the crew continues to patch roads, mow roadsides 

and clear ditches.  Next the crew will begin clearing leaves from ditches and get the equipment 

ready for winter. 

 

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive, asked if the striping would be included in the finishing of Park 

Road north of Cambridge.  Don Johnson stated that the project would not be completed this year, 

but when it is, it will be striped. 

 

A man asked if Pleasant View Road was a Township road near Todd Road because there are dips 

in the road. Don Johnson stated that it is a state road at that point, and he has reported the same 

conditions to Penn DOT. 
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Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Community Partnership met yesterday 

morning at Tel Hai.  The carnival scheduled for September 11-14 has been canceled, but the 

Harmony Day festivities on September 21 will go on as planned with additional games & 

activities for the kids at the Honey Brook Fire Company Fairgrounds.  The Health Faire is back 

also. 

 

The Partnership’s project for Make a Difference Day this year is collecting foods for the Under 4 

Initiative for the Food Pantry starting October 12 through October 25.  Bins will be located 

throughout the Township, including our building, to donate a list of specific foods for the “four 

and under” population (listed on the Pantry, Partnership, and Township websites).  Collection 

locations are to be announced. 

Fox 29’s Bob Kelly is coming to Honey Brook!  He’ll be broadcasting live tomorrow morning, 

September 12, from 4:00 – 10:00 am at September Farm, 5287 Horseshoe Pike, as part of his 

"Town Takeover."  The Honey Brook Community Partnership will be there in the 6:30-7:30 

hour, and the Honey Brook Food Pantry and other groups will be there as well. 

U.S. Representative Chrissy Houlihan is having a town hall meeting in Reading on Sunday 

September 15, from 3:30 – 4:30 pm at the Boscov Film Theatre in the Goggle Works Center for 

the Arts, 201 Washington Street.  The theme is infrastructure and the importance of rebuilding 

our roads, bridges, and public transit.  Doors open to the public at 3:00 pm.  Please note that 

seating is limited. 

 

State Senator Katie Muth is holding an Open House on the topic of Addiction at the Lower 

Providence Fire Company Chiefs Hall in Eagleville on September 19 from 6:00-8:30 pm.   

 

The League of Women Voters of Chester County (LWVCC) is hosting a day-long event at the 

William Penn Auditorium at the Crosslands, 1600 East Street Road in Kennett Square, for 

citizens to meet elected officials and learn about their journey into politics.  Those interested in 

attending must pre-register.  $10 fee includes boxed lunch.  Details & registration at 

www.lwvccpa.org. 

 

A coat drive is being held at the Coatesville VA running from October 1-17.  The specifics of the 

drop-off times & location are on the Township website as are the details for all of the events 

mentioned. 

 

  

Steven Landes, Township Manager:  Item five on tonight’s agenda requests approval for 

Chairman Stacey to sign a letter to the Chester County Planning Commission asking for support 

of the Township’s cooperative effort with West Brandywine Township by providing a grant 

under the Vision Partnership Program (VPP).  The grant will be used to conduct a feasibility 

study to acquire the right-of-way and construct a trail extending from Living God Lutheran 

Church to Icedale in West Brandywine Township.  A majority of the money for this project 

would come from the County grant.  The work on this 12 month project will begin during the 2nd 

or 3rd quarters of next year.  Brandywine Conservancy will serve as the consultant. 
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The Township’s Act 537 plan was submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection in 

May for their review.  They recently contacted the Township to inform us that the review will 

likely be completed in November. 

 

Item four on tonight’s agenda is a request to advertise an amendment to the Stormwater 

Ordinance.  It’s a minor change, made last year under Act 15 for a definition and exception for 

"high tunnels".  A sample ordinance was prepared by the Chester County Planning Commission 

for all municipalities, which was approved by DEP, our engineer, and solicitor. 

 

The 4th annual Bike the Brandywine is coming through Honey Brook Township on September 

28.  It begins and ends in Chadds Ford.  Take care on that day and watch out for bikers. 

 

The Township heat pumps that control this room, lobby, & restrooms have been defunct since 

the summer, probably due to an electrical surge from storms.  The needed equipment is over the 

limit required for bid, so bid documents will be available tomorrow with a submission deadline 

of September 30.  A contract award recommendation will be presented to the Supervisors at their 

October 2nd meeting. 

 

Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  no one from the LPC was present.  Kristy Deischer-

Eddy stated that the next meeting is this coming Tuesday. 

 

Parks and Recreation Board (Park & Rec):  nobody was present from the Board.  Kristy 

Deischer-Eddy stated that the 2nd annual Recreation and Parks Board Movie Night in the Park 

was held this past Friday.  “Lego Movie 2” was shown to an audience of approximately 75, more 

than double last year’s audience. 

 

The Trail Study Committee is postponing its meeting, originally scheduled for tomorrow 

evening, to next Thursday, September 19, before the Recreation and Parks Board meeting.  

 

United Way is going to name the Honey Brook Food Pantry the "Agency of the Year" at a 

luncheon on September 18.  This is impressive, considering this honor usually goes to higher-

profile agencies such as Habitat for Humanity.  It’s wonderful that the Food Pantry will be 

getting recognized for its hard work.     

 

A Harvest Celebration with the Chester County Food Bank and partner gardens will be held on 

Saturday October 19th 2pm-4pm at the Coatesville Community Garden at the Episcopal Church 

of the Trinity on East Lincoln Highway in Coatesville. More information to follow. 

 

Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert stated that there are two variance applications on 

this evening’s agenda for action by the Supervisors.  So far, there is nothing on this month’s 

Planning Commission meeting agenda. 
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Open Forum 

Paul Diamontopolous, Morgantown Road, stated that in 2016 he had submitted a complaint 

about mile-a-minute weed on the shared property line with his neighbor.  Steve Landes stated 

that Mr. Diamontopolous was in today to file this complaint.   

 

Mr. Diamontopolous asked if he must call each year is there is a problem?  Steve Landes replied 

that if the problem recurs the next year, you'd need to give us a call or come in to file a 

complaint. 

 

This year’s complaint will be investigated and if it’s warranted, then a Notice of Violation will 

be sent, giving the property owner time to take a course of action, usually 30 days.   If nothing is 

done, the Township has to decide what action to take. 

 

 

William Oatman, Talbotville Road, asked if there was an ordinance against trash.  There are 

two or three places with illegal junk yards.  One has 10 automobiles with trash going down their 

lane.  One is on Suplee--the old Wagensellers’ place, and another is on Stoltzfus Lane.   

 

William Oatman asked if he needed to give addresses. Mike Reinert stated that it’s very helpful 

to get an idea of where to look. 

 

 

New Business 

1. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the payment of all 

invoices prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

2. Zoning Hearing #2019-6, J. Daniel Kauffman, 1622 Cambridge Road (22-7-85.1) Variance 

Application:  The applicant was not present.  Mike Reinert stated that this is a variance 

request for additional impervious coverage.  Years ago, he applied for an expansion at the 

Brandywine Shoe Shop.  Mr. Kauffman would like to do a barn expansion to increase the 

impervious coverage to 7.7% from the current 6.5%.  The Planning Commission approved a 

motion of no position. Mike Reinert stated that the vote was 4-2 in favor of no position.     

 

Tracy Olsen asked if the impervious coverage allowed in the Agricultural zoning district was 

5%. Mike Reinert stated that it is.  

 

Mike Reinert stated that the Board’s options are to support/not support/take no position. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to take no position on variance 

application #2019-6 of J. Daniel Kauffman, 1622 Cambridge Road, for a variance to permit 

an agricultural building addition and driveway expansion that will exceed the maximum 

impervious coverage permitted.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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3. Zoning Hearing #2019-7, John & April Trego, 24 Morgan Spring Drive (22-2-14 & 22-2-16) 

Variance Application:  Mike Reinert stated that one of the applicants, Mrs. Trego, is here 

tonight.  They are planning to install a detached garage.  They are located in the Pennwood 

subdivision, where only a few homes are in Honey Brook Township.  The rest are in 

Caernarvon, Berks County.   

 

April Trego stated that our property is two lots.  She showed pictures to the Board, Manager 

and Engineer.  There are three homes on Morgan Spring Drive in Honey Brook Township, 

and the houses across from us are in Caernarvon, Berks.  .   

 

Tracy Olsen questioned if this would look out of place in the neighborhood. Mike Reinert 

replied that it would not because Caernarvon permitted closer setbacks. 

 

The Planning Commission recommended that the Supervisors take a position of support. 

 

Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to support the variance application 

#2019-7 of John & April Trego, 24 Morgan Spring Drive, to allow building a detached 

garage within the front and side yard setbacks.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

4. Tracy Olsen made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to direct the Solicitor to advertise 

an amendment to the Honey Brook Township Stormwater Management Ordinance to 

establish a definition and exception for certain high tunnels.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

5. Tracy made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to authorize Supervisor Travis Stacey to 

submit a letter of commitment to the Chester County Planning Commission for support of 

our application to the Vision Partnership Program for funding assistance to complete the 

Icedale Trail Feasibility Study in cooperation with West Brandywine Township.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

6. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to approve financial and 

maintenance security releases recommended by Technicon for: 

a. Amos Kauffman Subdivision / School, 2059 Beaver Dam Road in the amount of 

$29,995.16 for site improvements, 

b. Shane and Kathryn Ware, 902/904 Twin County Road in the amount of $11,315.86 

for site improvements, and  

c. Poplar Realty / Chestnut Ridge located at Chestnut Tree and Grieson Roads in the 

amount of $205,497.06 for site improvements. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Adjourn 

There being no further business to be brought before the Supervisors, Travis Stacey made a 

motion, seconded by Tracy Olsen, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 

7:41 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Honey Brook Township Municipal Building 

beginning at 7 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change. 

Sept 12 Trail Committee—postponed to September 19 

Sept 17 Land Preservation Committee 

Sept 19 Recreation and Parks Board (7:30 pm) 

Sept 26 Planning Commission  

Oct 2  Supervisors Workshop 

Oct 9 Supervisors Regular  

 


