
Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors Meeting Approved Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2019  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Vice-Chairman John McHugh with the pledge to the 

flag.  Also present were Supervisors Travis Stacey and Tracy Olsen, Township Manager Steve 

Landes, Township Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Chris Hartman. 

 

Tracy Olsen chaired the meeting, as Travis Stacey was under the weather. 

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was live-

streaming and taping the meeting. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the 

following Consent Agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the October 2 and 9, 2019 Meetings, 

2. Accept the Recreation and Parks Board Minutes of August 15 and September 19, 2019, 

3. Accept the James A. Umble Park Master Plan Meeting Minutes of October 17, 2019, 

4. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of October 24, 2019, 

5. Accept the October 2019 Financial Reports, 

6. Accept the October 2019 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon, 

7. Accept the October 2019 Manager’s Report, and  

8. Accept the October 2019 PA State Police Incident Reports. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director:  Don stated that the lines were finally painted on the 

roads, and most of the ditches were cleared.  100 tons of salt have been delivered to get us ready 

for the winter, and we’re getting the equipment ready. 

 

Bob Witters, Dogwood Drive, and Supervisor Tracy Olsen thanked Don and the Roads Crew for 

their work. 

 

2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  the Honey Brook Community Partnership met 

yesterday morning at Tel Hai Chapel.  Deck the Brook registration will be open from November 

29 until December 12, with voting December 13-19 online and via paper ballots available at 

several locations around town and on the HBCP website, hbpartnership.org.  Winners will be 

announced for best-decorated business, best-decorated door, and best-decorated yard.  In 

anticipation of the new year, a membership letter will be going out to area businesses this week.  

Starting in January, meetings will move to lunchtime on the second Wednesday of the month. 

 

Our Emergency Management Coordinator has created a Facebook page.  Check out the 

Township website and Facebook page for the link. 

 

The fall/winter newsletter has gone to print. 

 



3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  The Vision Partnership Program (VPP) grant application 

has been filed jointly with West Brandywine Township for the trail feasibility study that will 

examine the opportunity to build a trail from Living God Lutheran Church on Horseshoe Pike to 

the Icedale Lake Park in West Brandywine Township.  The work is anticipated to start in the 

second quarter of next year and take about 12 months to complete. 

 

The Township has received comments back from the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (PADEP) on the Act 537 Plan.  Ebert Engineering, who prepared the 

plan for the Township is reviewing the comments and will get together with both me and 

Technicon to update plan and/or to answer questions that the DEP posed.   

 

A special meeting will take place on Nov. 21st at 7:00 pm for the consultant to present the draft 

James A Umble Park Master Plan and receive comments from residents.  Fliers are on the back 

table for anyone to take and share.   

 

4. Land Preservation Committee (LPC):  Chip Jones from the LPC was present.  He stated that 

there was no quorum for the September meeting so there was no official meeting.  Our next 

meeting is next Tuesday, and we will discuss eleven new parcels.  We expect to make a 

recommendation to the Board on those for approval.  The annual Farmer’s Breakfast is third 

Tuesday in January 2020 again this year. 

 

John McHugh stated that the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors Chairmen were 

ex-officio members of the LPC.  Could they fill in to make quorum at LPC meetings?  

 

Chris Hartman stated that the title of ex-officio does not entail voting privileges.  We would 

have to look into what provisions were included in the original formation of the LPC.  

 

John McHugh stated that there was a resolution going back to 2007. 

 

Steve Landes stated that this could be a good time to pass an ordinance to outline these things.  I 

will send a copy of the resolution to Chris Hartman and Chip Jones to get started on that 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that the Supervisors discussed using Land Preservation Fund monies to help 

with the James A. Umble Memorial Park renovation as part of the draft budget. 

 

5. Recreation and Park Board:  nobody from the Board was present.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated 

that the Board met with the Comprehensive Recreation Plan consultant from Pashek + MTR 

Associates on October 29 and will do so again in December.   

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  Mike Reinert stated that there is a minor land development plan 

that will be discussed later tonight.  The only other item to report is that there won’t be a 

November meeting, and we’ll look forward to the December meeting. 

 

Bob Witters stated that there are two items about amendments being prepared.  Is the PC going 

to review them? 

 

Steve Landes stated that it all depends on what they are.  The PC reviews any ordinance having 

to do with the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) or Zoning Ordinances.  

Otherwise, they would not be requested to review ordinances. 

 



 

Presentation:  Peter Barsz, Township Treasurer, presented highlights from the proposed 2020 

Budget in a Power Point presentation. 

 

There is a an increase being proposed in the real estate tax millage to increase the contributions to 

the Honey Brook Fire Department and Elverson – Honey Brook EMS.  The portion of property tax 

going to the General Fund is 0.7 mills, Fire 0.5 mills, and EMS 0.15 mills, for total of 1.35 mills.  

There hasn’t been an increase in Township property tax since 2009.  . 

 

If approved tonight, the public may review the preliminary budget beginning on Monday.  The 

Board will vote whether to approve the 2020 Budget at the December 11 meeting. 

 

Open Forum 

1. Horace Helm, Talbotville Road, stated that he wanted to address illegal use of ground.  A 

neighbor is using their land for a wedding venue, renting a shed out, a dog kennel, and a porta-

potty business.   

 

Steve Landes stated that we’re familiar with this issue and the investigation is underway. 

 

2. Melissa Needles, New Village Greene Drive, asked if the public was able to see the releases for 

Village Greene.  We want to know what the developers have done to be getting their money. 

 

Chris Hartman stated that the spreadsheets and analysis have been done by Technicon.  We can 

describe them to you at that point if that would be helpful. 

 

3. Terry Schmidt, Mount Pleasant Road, stated that he wanted to thank John McHugh for the 

presentation for the Veterans on Sunday at Tel Hai. 

 

 

New Business  

1. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 2020 Preliminary Budget 

for all Funds and direct the Manager to make the Budget available for public inspection.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

2. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the payment of all invoices 

prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Daniel Blank (Tax Parcel Number 22-6-18) Minor Land Development:  The applicant was present.  

Mike Reinert stated that Mr. Blank received Zoning approval for a Rural Occupation recently.  The 

Planning Commission reviewed the land development plan and recommended the listed waivers 

without objections and also recommended conditional final approval based on the last review letter. 

 

a. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant the following waivers 

related to the Daniel Blank Final Plan: 

- Section 20-311.A.1(a)[3] related to basin exterior side slopes 

- Section 20-311.C.1.(d)[3] & [5] related to swale side slopes and minimum grade 

- Section 20-311.C.5.b relating to swale freeboard 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 



b. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to grant Conditional Final Plan 

approval to the Daniel Blank Final plan, provided they comply with the Technicon October 

29, 2019 letter.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

4. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to award the bid for snow and ice 

removal to the low bidder, Will’s Property Maintenance LLC, both for a dump truck with plow 

and cinder spreader with operator at $150.00 per hour and also a skid loader with a snow blower 

and bucket with operator at $130.00 per hour.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to enact Ordinance 202-2019, an 

amendment to the Honey Brook Township Stormwater Management Ordinance to establish a 

definition and exception for certain high tunnels.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

6. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to authorize the Manager to advertise 

the Township’s intent to enter into an agreement with Barbacane Thornton & Company to 

complete the Township’s 2019 Audit.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the closing of Todd Road 

on December 13, 14 and 15 from 4:00 until 9:30 pm to accommodate the Honey Brook 

Community Church Live Nativity program.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

8. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve the following  financial 

security releases recommended by Technicon for: 

a. Riehl Land Development, 96 Westbrooke Drive (TPN 22-3-79), in the amount of 

$42,731.75 for site improvements. 

b. Tel Hai Retirement Community, Phase 4 West of Treeline Drive (22-10-10.1D), in the 

amount of $47,114.03 for site improvements. 

c. Eric and Tracy Olsen, 3041 Horseshoe Pike (22-8-31), in the amount of $58,631.40 for site 

improvements. 

d. Shane and Kathryn Ware, 902 / 904 Twin County Road (22-3-34) in the amount of 

$21,054.19 for improvements related to a landscaping business, less $711.93 to reimburse 

the Township for Technicon’s expenses, resulting in the refund of $20,342.26. 

e. Poplar Realty / Chestnut Ridge, Grieson and Chestnut Tree Roads (22-8-52.3), in the 

amount of $179,754.40 for site improvements. 

f. Smucker Fencing Land Development, 5277 Horseshoe Pike (22-3-11.1) in the amount of 

$62,046.50 for site improvements. 

 

In favor:  McHugh, Stacey.  Olsen abstained because item c. above is for her project.  Motion 

carried. 

 

9. Village Greene (22-8-86) Financial Security increases, releases, and reapportionments. 

   

Chris Hartman stated that there are three phases in the same development.  The obligations are 

separate and secured separately.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that Phase 1 needed more added to the security amount due to an increase in 

price of what needs to be done.  Phase 2 showed that some funds can be released. 

 



Melissa Needles, New Village Greene Drive, asked what items were completed that the funds 

were released for. 

 

Mike Reinert summarized the release or increase in each of the three phases. 

 

Melissa Needles stated that the trees were not installed properly and the security held in Phase 3 

should not be released. Josh Kittle, New Village Greene Drive, asked if there was an inspection 

report available for the tree inspection. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that it wasn’t available tonight but could be made available. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the following financial 

security increase and release recommended by Technicon for Village Greene: 

a. Phase 1- Require that Village Greene post an additional $20,400.67 in financial security 

for a total balance of $55,097.07 in improvement escrow remaining, and  

b. Phase 2 - Release from the Village Greene financial security in the amount of $7,195.31 

for a new balance of $56,526.79 in improvement escrow remaining; 

c. Phase 3 – Not approve the release from the Village Greene financial security in the 

amount of $10,350.49 for the landscaping.  

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to authorize the Township Solicitor 

to initiate legal action against the Village Greene developer if the additional financial security of 

$20,400.67 required for Phase 1 above is not provided within thirty (30) days.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

Final Open Forum 

Melissa Needles stated that she appreciated the Board taking care of concerns expressed tonight 

about the Village Greene landscaping and holding the Phase 3 release. 

 

Adjourn 

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.    

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: All meetings are held in the Township Administration Building, 500 Suplee 

Road beginning at 7:00 p.m. unless noted.  Dates and times are subject to change 

  

Nov 19 Land Preservation Committee 

Nov 21 Special Public Meeting: Learn about the proposed plans to renovate James A. 

Umble Memorial Park and offer your thoughts. 

Dec 4 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting 

Dec 11 Board of Supervisors Regular Business 

Dec 12 Planning Commission 


