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Honey Brook Township 

Board of Supervisors Approved Meeting Minutes 

December 08, 2021  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Tracy Olsen with the pledge to the flag.  

Also present were Supervisors John McHugh & Travis Stacey, Township Manager Steve Landes, 

Township Engineer Michael Reinert, and Township Solicitor Beth Kohl.  Members of the public 

were also present. 

 

Announcements 

In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, it was announced that Scott Stilson, Vincent Drive, was 

recording the meeting for posting on social media. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that it is Travis Stacey’s last meeting.  I wanted to thank him for his service to 

the Township.  She presented a certificate of service as printed by the Pennsylvania State 

Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS).   

 

Township Manager Hiring 

Paul Jansen, Executive Director of the Albright Center for Excellence in Local Government:  he 

stated that he was here tonight to let the residents know what was involved in the process of 

bringing in a Township Manager. The Center is a think tank for municipal government in Berks 

County.  One of the things we do is help municipalities recruit managers.  I was a manager for many 

years so I know what’s involved in terms of responsibilities.  When it came time for Steve to retire, 

I came in to assist the Board with their search.  We advertised the position in International City / 

County Management Association newsletter, since the PSATS website’s job posting section was 

being revamped. I designed an application with questions that the applicants had to answer about 

Honey Brook Township in particular.  I placed the ad for six weeks, I scored the answers for the 

applications, and then I scheduled 90-minute interviews and talked to them about issues in Honey 

Brook Township.  This kept the Board of Supervisors out of the initial process, and they didn’t 

know who had applied.  When the finalists were scored, it was up to the Board on how to proceed 

from there.  In this particular case, I sat in on the second round of interviews and asked the 

questions.  The Board could then ask follow-up questions.  We started with a Zoom interview with 

all the candidates.  They got a sense of who the applicants were.  When we were done with that, 

three candidates were asked back for in-person interviews.  There is something that Honey Brook 

should be proud about, and that is that the sitting Board recognized that the Board would be 

changing, so they asked Laura to participate in every part of the process.  We got her input every 

step of the way, and she was active in the process, just as the rest of the Board was.  The Board 

decided who they wanted to hire. The Center then did a background check on the selected applicant. 

We looked into the property they owned, any civil or criminal litigations, and so forth.  With that, 

the candidate who has been selected is Warren Obenski.  He has been a 25-year police officer.  He’s 

been in municipal government as a police officer.  Ten years ago he decided he wanted to do 

something after he retired.  He had a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice. He enrolled at Penn 

State in their Master of Public Administration Degree.  That is the standard for additional education 

for this field.  He started at that point preparing himself for this.  He got a certificate in Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS), which is huge in municipalities right now.  Street signs, sewer, water—

they can all be mapped in GIS.  He is also pursuing a Master’s in Planning.  He is married with a 

couple of kids. His wife will be a Supervisor in Uwchlan Township on January 2nd.  Without further 

ado, I’d like to introduce Warren Obenski and thank the Board for your role in this process. 
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Tracy Olsen thanked Paul Jansen for his efforts through all of this.   

 

Warren Obenski stated that he is looking forward to working with the residents, the Board, and all 

of the staff. 

 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adopt Resolution #2021-15 hiring 

Warren Obenski as a full-time Township employee and appointing him as Township Manager and 

Secretary.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

Tracy Olsen stated that he thought Paul’s explanation was very thorough and the residents will 

understand exactly how the process went. 

 

Paul Jansen stated that this was an interesting process and the residents should feel better knowing 

that the Board had the opportunity to weigh in at the right time and make the selection. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that she wanted to acknowledge Steve’s dedication over six years to the 

Township.  It was so easy to have you as a manager because you knew what you were doing and 

you handled everything.  I want to thank you for your dedication to the Township.   

 

Steve Landes stated that he wanted to thank all the Board for this opportunity.  You have a lovely 

community here.  I’d like to thank those I worked with:  the Board, the staff--Kris is here; Kristy’s 

in the other room on Zoom, Mike Reinert is here from Technicon, and of course Beth our Solicitor.  

They do a great job and make the job very enjoyable.  Don is sitting right in the middle of the room. 

Don and his crew do a heck of a job on the roads.   

 

John stated his appreciation for the work he has done. 

 

 

Consent Agenda:  Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 

following Consent Agenda: 

1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the November 3 and 10, 2021 Meetings, 

2. Accept the Planning Commission Minutes of November 11, 2021, 

3. Accept the November 2021 Financial Reports, 

4. Accept the November 2021 Zoning and Building Report submitted by Technicon, 

5. Accept the November 2021 Manager’s Report, and 

6. Accept the November 2021 PA State Police Incident Reports. 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Departmental Reports  

1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director: Don stated that the Roads Crew is cutting some brush 

back and preparing trucks for the winter.  Other than that, I want to thank Travis for his six 

years and I appreciate how he helped us out.  Thanks to Steve for his six years; it went by 

quickly. 
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2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant:  The Chester County Secretaries in 

Government Association met virtually on November 23.  A representative from the Chester 

County Water Resources Authority gave a presentation on the update to the Model Act 167 

Stormwater Management Ordinance that is out for public review until January 7, 2022.  Visit 

chesco.org and click on Water Resources Authority under the Government tab for more 

information. 

 

Because of the way the December calendar fell, the Honey Brook Community Partnership has 

not met since the last Supervisors meeting.  Deck the Brook registrations ended today at 5 pm.  

A list will be posted on hbpartnership.org.  Voting for the fan favorite begins tomorrow and runs 

through December 18.  Judging takes place on the 19th.  Winners will be announced on the 20th. 

 

The Toys for Tots collection ends Friday at 3:00 pm.  All toys received by that time will be 

delivered to the Toys for Tots hub in Exton. 

 

Lastly, the Township Offices will be closed on Friday, December 24 and Friday, December 31 

in observance of Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, respectively.   

 

3. Steven Landes, Township Manager:  I really don’t have a report for you tonight.  I have the 

written report so that sums it up.  Hopefully that will help Warren get off to a good start. 

 

4. Land Preservation Committee:  John McHugh stated that there was a meeting last month.  The 

breakfast meeting is normally held in this building but we’re in the process of contacting a 

farmer for an alternate site for the event. 

 

5. Recreation and Parks Board:  no one from the Board was present.  Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated 

that the Board did not meet since the last meeting and will not again until January.   

 

6. Planning Commission (PC):  no one from the PC was present.  Mike Reinert stated that he has 

nothing to report because there has been no meeting. 

 

 

Open Forum 

Gary Ream, Deputy Fire Chief for the Honey Brook Fire Company, stated that the end of the year 

winding down.  Will have an end-of-year report at the next meeting.  We have exciting news, the 

new apparatus came in and placed it into service two weeks ago.  It has run nine incidents, and five 

of them were active fires.  It is holding up its value and far exceeding our expectations.  I brought it 

down tonight and can light it up for you.  On behalf of the Fire company and fire chiefs, thank you.  

We wouldn’t have been able to do it without the Board’s support. 

 

Steve:  follow-up on that.  Tonight in the pack of checks that we hope you’ll approve, there’s the 

second $75,000 check, totaling $150,000 that we promised for the year.   

 

 

New Business  

1. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to approve the 2022 Budget for all 

Funds.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
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2. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 13-2021 to set the 

2022 real estate tax rate: 

a. General Purpose  .7 mills 

b. Fire   .5 mills 

c. Ambulance – EMS .15 mills 

 

All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Tracy Olsen stated that there is no change in these taxes from last year. 

   

 

3. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh to approve the payment of all invoices 

prepared by the Treasurer.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

 

4. Jonas Lapp, 470 Beaver Dam Road, Tax Parcel Number 22-10-45 ZH #2021- 11 Variance 

Application:  Mike Reinert stated he’d go over it for the Board.  This is a variance request.  One 

would be for less than two acres and second item being the setback encroachment.  Mr. Lapp is here 

this evening if you have any questions.   

 

Tracy Olsen stated that the information was reviewed at the workshop meeting, which is the first 

Wednesday of the month. 

 

Beth Kohl asked if the Board would like her to attend the hearing, given that the Board opposed the 

application. You could also make a recommendation to put in a statement in writing.   

 

Mike Reinert stated that the tentative date is the 17th of January. 

 

John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to oppose the variance application 

submitted by Jonas Lapp to operate a kennel on a parcel less than two acres and within the rear yard 

setback.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

5. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to award the bid for snow and ice 

removal to the low bidder, Wills Property Maintenance LLC, for a dump truck with plow, cinder 

spreader and operator at $180.00 / hour and also a skid loader with a snow blower and bucket with 

operator at $150.00 / hour.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

6. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 14-2021 that 

establishes fees and charges effective January 1, 2022.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

7. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to contract with CBIZ to provide the 

services described in their proposal to provide the Township with Pension Administration Services.  

All in favor.  Motion carried.   
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8. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to approve an agreement with Mobile 

Realty 3 that sets conditions required for the Township to apply to PennDOT for a Highway 

Occupancy Permit.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

  

Beth Kohl stated that this is for a project that involves a stormwater facility in the right-of-way.  

PennDOT requires the applicant be the municipality.  The community will be responsible for long-

term maintenance.   

 

Tracy Olsen stated for clarification that this is the current Brandywine Terrace.  

 

 

9. Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adopt Resolution 12-2021 requesting 

DEP approval of a revision to the Township’s Sewage Facilities Plan for the Riehl Subdivision.  All 

in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

 

10. John McHugh made a motion, seconded by Travis Stacey, to adopt Resolution 11-2021 requesting 

DEP approval of a revision to the Township’s Sewage Facilities Plan for the George Risbon 

development.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

 

11. New Business:  John McHugh stated that the Council of Governments meeting requires 

participation.  Next month we’ll select a main and alternate representative from the Board for 

2022.   

 

 

Old Business 

None. 

 

 

Open Forum 

None. 

 

Adjourn 

Travis Stacey made a motion, seconded by John McHugh, to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy, Recording Secretary 
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Upcoming Meetings 

 

Meetings begin at 7 PM prevailing time unless noted in the Honey Brook Township Building, 500 

Suplee Road, Honey Brook, PA. Dates and times are subject to change.  

  

Dec. 09 Planning Commission – canceled 

Jan. 3, 2022 Board of Supervisors Re-organization and Regular Meeting  

Jan. 18 Land Preservation Committee at 8:00 a.m.  Location TBD. 

Jan. 18 Annual Farmers Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. Reservations are required!  Contact the 

Township Office to place your FREE reservation.  Location TBD. 

Jan. 20 Recreation and Parks Board 

Jan. 27 Planning Commission  

Feb 2 Board of Supervisors Workshop* 

Feb 9 Board of Supervisors Meeting*  

 

 

* The Board of Supervisors Meetings are available both in-person at the Township Building and on 

the ZOOM meeting platform.   

 

To participate via ZOOM, contact manager@honeybrooktwp.org to request the ZOOM 

instructions and meeting agenda no later than 12 noon on meeting day. 

 

mailto:manager@honeybrooktwp.org

