
  

  

Honey Brook Township 

Minutes 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

  

The Board of Supervisors met in regular session on Wednesday, December 14, 2022 at 7:00 
in the Township Administration Building. 

 

A. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman Laura Burdy followed by the 
pledge to the flag. Those present, either in person or on the "Zoom" online meeting 
platform, were Supervisors Laura Burdy, John McHugh, and Tracy Olsen and 
Manager Warren Obenski and Township Engineer Michael Reinert. Solicitor Chris 
Hartman was also present, along with several members of the public. 

 

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 

C. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 1. In accordance with Resolution 2-2012, you are informed that Scott Stilson, 
Vincent Drive, is live-streaming and recording tonight's meeting for posting on 
YouTube. 

 

 2. This meeting is also available and being recorded electronically on the Zoom 
platform. 

 

 3. End-of-Year Recognition: the Board of Supervisors made presentations to the 
following: 

 

- to Lee Heller, for her years of service on the Recreation and Parks Board, 
and 

- to Kris Bry and Kristy Deischer-Eddy of the Administrative staff for their work 
this year, and  

- to Timothy Hennessey, for his service to the Township as our State 
Representative for 30 years. Mr. Hennessey stated it was his distinct honor to 
have served the residents of Honey Brook and the 26th district. 

 

D. OPEN FORUM ON ACTION ITEMS* 

 

 1. People attending the in-person meeting 
No comments were offered. 
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 2. Zoom attendees 
No attendees on Zoom. 

 

E. CONSENT AGENDA 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the November Rec and Park Board minutes and the 
Twin Valley Fire Department reports had not been received. The recommended 
motion would be to approve all items on the Consent Agenda except those two. 

 

 1. Approve the Board of Supervisors Minutes of the November 2, 2022 Workshop 
and November 9, 2022 Meetings. 

 

 2. Accept the November 2022 Township Manager's Report. 

 

 3. Accept the November 2022 Treasurer's Report. 

 

 4. Accept the November 2022 Zoning and Building Report submitted by 
Technicon. 

 

 5. Accept the Pennsylvania State Police Crime Statistics Report for November 
2022. 

 

 6. Accept the draft minutes of the November 10, 2022 Planning Commission meeting. 

 

 7. Accept the November 2022 Honey Brook Fire Company Report. 

 

 8. Accept the November 2022 Honey Brook-Elverson EMS Report. 

 

 9. Accept the November 2022 Solicitor's Report. 

 

 10. Accept the November 2022 Township Engineer's Report. 

 

 11. Accept the draft minutes of the November 17, 2022 Recreation & Parks Board 
meeting. 

 

 12. Accept the November 2022 Twin Valley Fire Department Report — (unknown #) calls 

to Honey Brook Township. 

 

Moved by Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Seconded by Supervisor John McHugh 

to approve items #1-10 on the Consent Agenda. 

 

Ayes: Supervisor John McHugh, Supervisor Tracy Olsen, 
and Supervisor Laura Burdy 

Carried 3-0 on a recorded vote 
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F. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

 1. Don Johnson, Public Works Director 

 

Don was not present. Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that the Roads Crew has 
done some emergency repairs to roads and ditches. Otherwise, they are 
preparing equipment for the winter weather. The loader now has new tires, and 
the old ones were sold on the Municibid auction site for $3,500. 

 

 2. Kristy Deischer-Eddy, Administrative Assistant 

 

The Honey Brook Community Partnership met at Suburban Brewing yesterday 
to celebrate a successful year and to honor Tom Tracy, who is stepping down 
as Treasurer of the Partnership. There will be a change in officers in January.  
Deck the Brook registrations are being accepted for those decorating their 
door, yard, or business until the close of business Friday. Judging will take 
place next week and the winners announced by Christmas. 

  

Toys for Tots has put out one last plea for donations, as they are well short of 
their goal. They will accept donations at their warehouse in Oaks at 122 Mill 
Road, 9 am- 3 pm Thursday, and 9 am-6 pm Friday and Saturday.  

  

For the benefit of the Supervisors, the information is available for the 
Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS) annual 
conference, to be held April 23-26 in Hershey. Registration opens on January 
10, so be sure to let me know of your intent to attend. Louise Wennberg and I 
were notified that we were selected to present a workshop, "Demystifying 
Addressing Dilemmas" either Monday or Tuesday afternoon. 

  

I will be working with Trish Swinty at the Borough over the next few weeks 
refining the content for the updated map being produced by PRINT. The last 
map was for just the Township in 2016. This one will feature both 
municipalities. All advertising space has been sold and it should hit mailboxes 
in 2023. 

  

Lastly, the Township offices will be closed on Monday, December 26, and 
Monday, January 2, in observance of Christmas and New Year's Days, 
respectively. 

 

 3. Warren Obenski, Township Manager 

 

Warren asked that the Board accept the written report. Under item B., there are 
17 items listed as 2022 accomplishments. Of note, Kristy has completed her 
PSATS graduate certificate of 60 hours worth of training in 10 months. The 
report is also available in the back and was item 2 on the consent agenda. 
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 4. Land Preservation Committee 

 

No one from the LPC was present. The Farmers' breakfast will be back on 
January 17! The first meeting of the year will proceed it at 8:00 am, followed by 
the breakfast and program, speakers to be announced. All are invited; simply 
RSVP to the Township office no later than January 10. One item of discussion 
will be the renewal of the Agricultural Security Area, which is due for renewal in 
2023. 

 

 5. Planning Commission 

 

Mike Reinert stated there was no December PC rmeeting.  I'll have an update 
for the Board at your next Board meeting.  

  

Warren Obenski stated that there will be a joint Planning Commission 
workshop on January 11 at 7:00 pm with members of the Land Preservation 
Committee, Rec & Park Board, and Board of Supervisors. 

 

 6. Recreation and Parks Board 

 

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated that no minutes from the November meeting were 
received. The Board meets next on January 19, 2023, at 7:00 pm. 

 

G. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 1. Approve / not approve the list of bills for payment as prepared by the 
Treasurer. 

 

Moved by Supervisor John McHugh 

Seconded by Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

to approve the list of bills presented for payment. 

 

Ayes: Supervisor Laura Burdy, Supervisor John McHugh, 
and Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Carried 3-0 on a recorded vote 

 

 2. Approve / not approve an update to the 2020 Tel Hai Master Plan and to notify 
the Zoning Hearing Board in writing of the update. 

 

  

Chris Hartman stated that by way of background, there have been a series of 
legal agreements over Tel Hai's zoning rights at site where they are located. 
That has been unfolding over the years with changes to the property pursuant 
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to an an agreement was put into place years ago. The last agreement before 
now was in 2008.  

  

Tel Hai has stated that the market has changed for the product they offer. They 
have approval for some apartment units not yet constructed, and they wish to 
keep the right to build those in the future, but they feel they need more 
cottages now. The nursing home population has diminished in size, and so the 
mix of uses they wish to provide has changed. The bottom line is that they 
propose to add 46 additional cottages. Because their current site was built 
according to a legal settlement agreement, this is something which can only 
move forward with an amendment to that agreement.   

  

The Board had some executive sessions to discuss this settlement agreement. 
In those sessions, the Board asked the staff to go back to Tel Hai with three 
specific requests: 

  

1. Provide a location on their campus for the Elverson-Honey Brook EMS to 
have a new facility, provide a lease to the EMS without any rent, provide water 
and sewer to that facility, put $100,000 towards the construction of the facility, 
and cover engineering and legal expenses to take the facility through all the 
steps required, including coming to the Township for land development 
approval. If that facility is not constructed on the campus, then Tel Hai will still 
provide $100,000 of support for the construction of a facility in a different 
location of the EMS's choosing.   

  

2. Provide additional access to the site. At the present time, the campus is 
served on the southern part of site. Currently, there is construction access on 
the north side, but it travels through a preserved farm. There will be an license 
agreement with the neighbors to the north for a right of emergency access 
along that driveway.  

  

3. Preservation of remaining open space. With this expansion, Tel Hai agrees 
that they have reached their maximum development of the site. There is a 
proposed deed restriction for the preservation of the remaining open space on 
the property, with the exception of a walking trail in the preserved area. There 
are some financial reasons that the document cannot be immediately recorded, 
but the signed document will be held in safekeeping at the Township until those 
arrangements are in place and the document can be recorded at the Recorder 
of Deeds. In the meantime, Tel Hai will agree that that deed restriction is legally 
binding even before it is recorded with the County.  

  

As part of this, a plan will be recorded which depicts the area of the property to 
be permanently preserved along with an exhibit that shows the location and 
number of proposed cottages on the property.  As part of the process, once the 
documents are signed, Tel Hai still needs zoning relief from the Township 
Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB). There is precedent for this because of the way in 
which the settlement was reached in the past. The settlement agreement is 
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conditioned upon the necessary relief being granted by the independent review 
of the ZHB. By signing this agreement, the Board signals its support of the 
relief being sought. But Tel Hai would still need to seek the relief from the ZHB. 
One item would be the increase in density by a fraction of a unit per acre. 

  

Should the relief be granted, Tel Hai would still have to go through the land 
development process by going before the Planning Commission with their 
application. The settlement agreement anticipates a handful of waivers being 
required. By entering into the agreement, the Board of Supervisors signal that 
they would be amenable to the required waivers for the project as shown on 
the exhibit that is part of the settlement. 

  

Chris Hartman stated that he reviewed multiple revisions to ensure it is what 
the Board has directed the staff to have included. 

  

Warren Obenski stated that Tel Hai has met all the requirements. 

  

Mike Reinert stated that his office would do a full review of the land 
development application once it is submitted. This would include a traffic study 
on the south side's access points. Other design elements would need to be 
submitted in the land development stage. 

 

Moved by Supervisor John McHugh 

Seconded by Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

to approve the amendment ot the 2008 settlement agreement with Tel Hai. 

 

Ayes: Supervisor Laura Burdy, Supervisor John McHugh, 
and Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Carried 3-0 on a recorded vote 

 

 3. Approve / not approve the Budget for Fiscal Year 2023. 

 

Warren stated the budget was out for public review and no comments were 
received. 

  

Chris Hartman stated that unappropriated funds may be approved at any time, 
but if there are changes to appropriated funds to be made, that can be done 
after April 1, 2023. 

 

Moved by Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Seconded by Supervisor John McHugh 

to approve the budget as presented. 

 

Ayes: Supervisor Laura Burdy, Supervisor John McHugh, 
and Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Carried 3-0 on a recorded vote 
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 4. Approve / not approve Resolution 2022-18, Establishing the Township Real 
Estate tax rate for 2023. 

 

Warren Obenski stated the rate would stay the same as last year: 1.35 mills, 
with 0.7 mills to General Fund expenditures, 0.5 mills to fire protection (HBFC 
and TVFD), and 0.15 mills to EMS. One mill is equal to one dollar per $1,000 of 
assessed value.  

 

 

 5. Approve / not approve Resolution 2022-19, Establishing the Fee Schedule for 
2023. 

 

Warren Obenski stated the differences between 2023 and 2022's fee 
schedules are a slight increase in the permitting fees, a change from the $25 
application fee to a $50 processing and retention fee, and a doubling of fees for 
permits acquired after construction has commenced. There is no dissuasion 
from someone doing the work first and getting the permit later; this way, there 
is a reason to go through the proper channels. 

 

 

 6. Approve / not approve a partial security release for Chestnut Ridge Stage 1 
(Tax Parcel Number 22-8-52.3), Chestnut and Grieson Roads, in the amount of 
$62,175.00. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that this was for conversion of the large basin, placement 
of amended soils and sidewalk installation.  There's a portion of the request 
being withheld because there is a level spreader in need of repair. As of today, 
we hadn't heard that that repair was completed.  We will continue to hold that 
portion until that repair is made. 

 

Moved by Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Seconded by Supervisor John McHugh 

to approve the release. 

 

Ayes: Supervisor Laura Burdy, Supervisor John McHugh, 
and Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Carried 3-0 on a recorded vote 

 

 7. Approve / not approve a partial release for Chestnut Ridge Stages 2&3 (Tax 
Parcel Numbers 22-8-52.5 & 22-8-52.4, respectively), Chestnut and Grieson 
Roads, in the amount of $73,387.91. 

 

Mike Reinert stated that this is for grading and stabilization and a portion of the 
10% contingency, which is allowed to be released under the MPC 
(Municipalities Planning Code). 
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Moved by Supervisor John McHugh 

Seconded by Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

to approve the release. 

Carried 

 

H. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

 

 1. Junior supervisor.  

 

John McHugh stated he would like to have a student come in to a meeting to 
listen in and get a feel for what we do at these meetings. Atglen and Honey 
Brook Boroughs have done this with good results. Could be high schooler or 
even an 8th grader. Tracy Olsen stated that Mrs. Morgan at Twin Valley High 
School sets up internships; she can check with her. 

 

 2. Education workshops for residents.  

 

John McHugh stated he had sent out a list of topics for the year. We could 
have videos recorded of the sessions, to be held at the end of the workshop 
meeting. 

  

After discussion, the Board agreed to having an education series after the end 
of workshop meetings, to be 10-15 minutes in length. 

 

 3. Veterans Ceremony. 

 

Tracy stated that the ceremony on November 13 was nice and stated that John 
had done a great job and appreciated that. 

  

John McHugh stated that the honor roll is displayed on the wall in the lobby. 

 

I. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 1. Continuation of discussion - Brandywine Hospital Closure 

 

Warren Obenski stated that there has been no movement on this topic. 

 

J. OPEN FORUM - ANY OTHER MATTER 

 

 1. Dan Lindley, Treeline Drive: comments regarding maps for the revised Tel Hai 
master plan.  

  

Chris Hartman stated that once all signatures were acquired on the documents, 
they would be available for viewing under Right-to-Know requests. Kristy 
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Deischer-Eddy stated that the documents could not be reproduced until after 
they are recorded at the Recorder of Deeds. 

 

 2. Valerie Shultz, Caitlin Court: comments regarding traffic on Chestnut Tree 
Road and the proposed entrance into Chestnut Ridge, newsletter status, and 
what each Board member believed their accomplishments for the year were. 

  

Mike Reinert stated that Chestnut Tree is a state road, with permits issued by 
PennDOT. 

  

Kristy Deischer-Eddy stated she had been overly optimistic that a newsletter 
would have gone out in November. It is due at the printer this week. 

  

Tracy Olsen stated that the Board members don't accomplish things 
individually, but as a Board.  

  

John McHugh listed the 5-year budget buildout, taking time to reflect on the 
Umble Park renovations, supporting the Honey Brook Community Library in 
their grant funding pursuits, introducing the Town Hall meeting, pursuing a 
website upgrade, increased support to the Honey Brook Food Pantry, staff 
stepping up their efforts, installation of electric vehicle (EV) chargers, and 
Technology upgrades for Zoom and iPads for all Board members as 
accomplishments in 2022. 

 

 3. Tracy Olsen offered thanks to Scott Stilson for his recording of meetings and 
posting them on his YouTube channel. 

 

K. ADJOURNMENT 

 

  

Moved by Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Seconded by Supervisor John McHugh 

to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 8:09 pm. 

 

Ayes: Supervisor Laura Burdy, Supervisor John McHugh, 
and Supervisor Tracy Olsen 

Carried 3-0 on a recorded vote 

 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Kristy J. Deischer-Eddy 

Recording Secretary 

  

 Upcoming Meetings 
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Meetings begin at 7PM prevailing time unless noted. All meetings are held in the 
Honey Brook Township Building, 500 Suplee Road, Honey Brook, PA. 

Dates are subject to change. 

  

January 3            Board of Supervisors Reorganization and Regular Meeting 

January 11          Planning Commission Workshop - Jointly with BoS, PC, & Rec & Park Board 

January 17          Land Preservation Committee (8:00 am), followed by-- 

                            Farmer's Breakfast (9:00 am**) 

January 19          Recreation and Park Board 

January 26          Planning Commission Regular 

February 1           Board of Supervisors Workshop 

February 8           Board of Supervisors Regular 

    

 

 * Meetings are also available on the Zoom meeting platform. Contact 
info@honeybrooktwp.org for instructions to attend no later than 12 noon on 
meeting day. 

** The public is welcome to this event, but reservations are required to the 
Township Administration Office no later than 3 pm on January 10. 
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